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2 Approach and Methodology 

2.1 Approach 
TII have developed an implementation plan for the speed limit review process. The process outlines key 
items from the date of issue of the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sports (DTTAS) Circular RSD 
01/2015 through to the implementation of the revised speed limits in accordance with this circular, by the 
end of April 2017.  

Details of the project specific process for this national road network speed limit review are provided in 
Figure 2-1 below. 

 

Figure 2-1:  National Road Network Speed Limit Review - Project Specific Process 
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Table 7.1 of the Guidelines specifies that an 80 km/h speed limit is appropriate for average pavement widths 
less than or equal to 7.0m and a 100 km/h speed limit is appropriate for average pavement widths greater 
than 7.0m. 

This criterion, in the first instance, should help decide whether a road is suitable for a 100 km/h speed limit 
or an 80 km/h speed limit. Where the width does not resolve what the speed limit should be, other criteria 
should then be taken into account and shall be referred to as a stage 2 assessment. 

TII have requested that a more detailed initial assessment of routes be undertaken to ensure that proposed 
speed limits are appropriate. The requirement for this more detailed assessment has resulted from 
inconsistent paved road widths across the national road network and in particular the national secondary 
routes. 

As a result, for the purposes of the National Road speed limit review process, the criterion for the Stage 1 
assessment, and recommendations for Stage 2 assessments have been expanded as follows: 

• 80 km/h speed limit is appropriate for average pavement widths less than or equal to 6.5m ; 
• Stage 2 assessment required for average pavement widths greater than 6.5m and less than 7.2m; 

and 
• 100 km/h speed limit is appropriate for average pavement widths greater than or equal to 7.2m. 

This requirement from TII results in a stage 2 assessment being required for all routes with an average paved 
road width > 6.5m and < 7.2m. 

2.3.3 Stage 2 Assessment 
A stage 2 assessment requires a more detailed assessment of the route and the following criteria have been 
taken into account in accordance with section 7.2.2.1 of the Guidelines: 

• Geometry (paved width, visibility, bendiness and verge width); 
• Amount of development accessing directly onto the road; 
• Forgiving nature of the roadsides; 
• Collision history; 
• Presence of pedestrians/cyclists facilities; 
• Level of use by pedestrians/cyclists; 
• AADT; 
• Mean Speeds and 85th percentile speeds. 

2.3.4 Urban Areas 
Where a national route passes through an urban area, routes are assessed based on the following factors 
criteria in accordance with section 7.3.1 of the Guidelines: 

• Table 7.3 – Speed Limit Selection Matrix; 
• Geometry (Paved Width, setback for verges, footways and boundaries); 
• Amount of development accessing directly onto the road; 
• The frequency of Junctions and crossing points; 
• Forward Visibility; 
• Sense of enclosure created by buildings or trees; 
• Presence of on street parking; 
• Surface materials; 
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• Collision history; 
• Presence of pedestrians/cyclists facilities; 
• Level of use by pedestrians/cyclists; 
• AADT; and 
• Mean Speeds and 85th percentile speeds. 

2.3.5 Villages and Towns 
Where a national route passes through a village/town, routes are assessed based on the following criteria in 
accordance with the following sections of the Guidelines: 

• Section 7.3.4 - Table 7.4 – Village Speed Limit Length; 
• Section 7.3.1.1 – Urban Dual Carriageways; and 
• Section 7.3.1.2 – Single Carriageways (Arterial and Link). 

2.3.6 Speed Limit Alteration Requests from the Local Authority, An Garda Síochána and the Public 
As part of the assessment process, speed limit alteration requests from the Local Authority, An Garda 
Síochána and members of the public have been considered as part of the review process. A summary of the 
route related requests are detailed in the relevant route assessments contained in this report. 

2.3.7 Speed Limit Recommendation 
Based on the methodology outlined above, speed limit recommendations, which are deemed appropriate 
for the route, have been outlined in each of the route assessments contained in this report. These 
recommendations may take the form of an increase, decrease, removal, relocation and/or introduction of a 
speed limit, or a periodic speed limit at school locations.  

2.3.8 Speed Limit Review Process 
The process adopted for the speed limit review includes: 

• Receipt of all speed limit requests held by TII  following publication of the Guidelines; 
• Desktop assessment of the routes, including interpolation of all data provided by TII; 
• A drive through of each route section by an Assessment Team in both directions; 
• A breakdown of the routes into segments based on road character; 
• A methodical and documented assessment of all of the above factors for each segment, taking into 

consideration the criteria outlined in sections 2.3.2 to 2.3.6 above, and consideration of the speed 
limit requests received from TII; 

• Workshop considerations of proposed speed limits with TII and TII Speed Limit Consultants; 
• Preparation and Issue of draft speed limit drawings to the relevant Local Authority proposing 

changes to existing speed limits; 
• Undertaking consultation meetings with members of the Local Authority to get initial feedback on 

proposals at an engineering level, including identification of further speed limit requests, proposed 
and committed road improvement works, and any other relevant information; 

• Re-assessment and revision of the speed limit proposals to incorporate data and comments received 
from the Local Authorities and AGS in relation to the draft proposals;  

• Re-issue of the speed limit draft proposals to the Local Authority for presentation and discussions 
with Municipal Districts, and revert with further feedback; 

• Re-assessment of the speed limit recommendations to incorporate further comments/data received; 
and 
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• Preparation of this, the final TII recommendations report for National Road Speed Limits, in 
accordance with the Guidelines.  

2.3.9 Other Observations and Recommendations 
In order to facilitate the implementation of appropriate speed limit recommendations; observations and 
additional recommendations may also be included in the form of: additional warning signage, the provision 
of F 401 advanced speed limit warning signs, road markings, or verge treatments, among others.  

Also, where particular route sections are considered to warrant further engineering interventions, these are 
identified under the relevant sections of this report for each route for further investigation/consideration by 
the local authority to confirm any issues and identify suitable engineering measures. These are also 
highlighted in a separate report to TII Network Management.   
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3.3 Overall Route Speed Limits Schematic 

 

 
Figure 3-1 N6 Galway City Boundary to Galway City Route Summary 
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regulatory sign.  

Section 04C Worn Markings Markings worn on approach to roundabout junction and require 
renewal. 

Table 3.3: N06 Summary of Observations / Recommendations 

The Local Authority shall note that amendments to speed limits proposed as part of this report may result in 
the requirement for repeater speed limit signage to be amended on the adjoining road networks (Regional 
and Local Roads) and also on exits from roundabout junctions. The Local Authority shall retain the 
responsibility for the amendments of such speed limit and signage locations as part of the Review Process in 
accordance with the Guidelines.  
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4.3 Overall Route Speed Limits Schematic 

 
Figure 4-1 N83 (Former N17) Galway City Boundary to Galway City Route Summary
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5.3 Overall Route Speed Limits Schematic 

  
Figure 5-1 N59 Galway City Boundary to Galway City Route Summary
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6.3 Overall Route Speed Limits Schematic 

 
Figure 6-1 N67 Galway City Boundary to Galway City Route Summary
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7.3 Overall Route Speed Limits Schematic 

   
Figure 7-1 N84 Galway City Boundary to Galway City Route Summary
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