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1 Adaptation Strategy Objectives 
 

The Climate Adaptation Strategy 2010-2024 was adopted by the Members of Galway City 

Council on the 9th September 2019 and sets out the Strategic priorities, measures and 

responses for Adaptation for Galway City Council to Climate Change Risks with 31 strategic 

objectives and 68 Adaptation Actions with either a short or medium timeframe for delivery. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Natural and Cultural Capital Critical Infrastructure and Buildings 
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2 Report on Climate Adaptation since Last Report 

2.1 Regional Meetings of Adaptation Leads 
Meetings of the adaptation leads from each of the five local authorities in the Atlantic 

Seaboard North Region chaired by CARO on the following dates:- 

14th July 2022 
25th August 2022 

 

2.2 Mid-Term Review of Adaptation Strategy 
In June, July and August a Mid-term review of Adaptation Strategy and its actions was 

carried out by the Climate Change and Environment Department.  The purpose of the mid-

term review is  

1.  to ensure that actions are SMART (Specific, Measureable, Achievable, Relevant to 
your remit/area of service, Time bound) 

2. to close out actions  
3. to identify actions that need to be reassigned to another department 
4. to identify actions that can be removed because they are outside the remit/service 

delivery of the organisation 

 
The review will inform the development of the future Local Authority Climate Action Plan. 

The Climate Change and Environment Department carried out the review through meetings 

as follows:- 

28th June 2022   meeting with CARO Regional Coordinator 
7th July 2022  Recreation and Amenity 
11th July 2022  Economic Development, Culture & Tourism 
12th July 2022  Water Services 
18th July 2022  Corporate (Facilities Management) 
19th July 2022  Transport Department 
24th August 2022 Head of ICT 
2nd September 2022 Planning Department 
 

Further meetings are scheduled with Corporate Services and the Housing Operations. 

The following adaptation actions were deemed to have been completed and closed out as 

part of the review.  

¶ An addendum to the Tenant’s handbook was published on the Galway City Council 
Website by the Housing Department. The addendum includes information on 
reducing energy and adaptation to severe weather events for households.  

¶ Identification and mapping of areas prone to surface water and groundwater flood 
risk by the Transport Department.  This information has been noted in the Wire App.  

¶ Measures to ensure future infrastructure and buildings are planned and built-in 
consideration of future flood risk projections are set out in the Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment which forms part of the Draft Galway City Development Plan 2023-2029. 
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2.3 Communication and Stakeholder Engagement 
 

2.3.1 Climate Conversations and City Museum 
Climate Change and Environment department met with staff from the City Museum, with 

two STEM outreach programme advisors on Climate, Mairéad Hurley and Liz Coleman, to 

discuss a potential exhibition and outreach on climate action. 

 

2.3.2 ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ Dŀƭǿŀȅ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 
In August 2022, Galway City Council’s webpage on Climate Change was updated to include 

information on the Energy Master Plan for Galway City and Decarbonising Zone. 

 

2.3.3 Workshop on KPIs for Local Authority Climate Action  
Staff from Galway City Council participated in a workshop on 13th July 2022 on the 

development of Climate Action Key Performance Indicators for the Local Authority Sector. 

 

2.3.4 Annual Progress Reporting 
Galway City Council has received from CARO the template for the annual progress reporting 

on Galway City Council’s implementation of the Climate Adaptation Strategy 2019-2024.  

The annual report is to be completed and returned to CARO in October 2022. 

 

2.4 Increasing Awareness of Climate Change 

2.4.1 Internal Climate Ambassadors ς Green Teams 
Senior Management Team approved nomination of a Green Team (internal Climate 

Ambassadors).  This group will be the first to complete dedicated training and be champions 

in energy reduction/awareness within their section whilst also attaining further nominees to 

join the group as Climate Ambassadors 

The role of the internal Climate Ambassadors is to help each department increase their 

understanding of the relevant impacts of climate change and to support the necessary 

changes to policies and procedures to deliver on both adaptation and mitigation actions across 

their specific functional area.   

2.4.2 Línte na Farraige 
Línte na Farraige is a set of striking visual light installations designed by Finnish artists that will 

be placed across six Irish coastal sites in Co. Dublin, Wexford and Galway. The installations are 

comprised of illuminated horizontal lines that represent future sea levels and storm surges. 

Galway City Council is supporting Línte na Farraige in its installation at the Spanish Arch and 

Claddagh.  Lauch of the Línte na Farraige has been postponed until delivery of specialist LED 

lighting. 
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2.4.3 SAUTI-Youth Focal Point Exchange August 2022 
Between 20th and 27th August 2022, the Sharon Connolly, Senior Engineer in Climate Change 

and Environment, visited Handeni and Korogwe Districts in Tanzania as member of the Ireland 

Team participating in the SAUTI-Youth Focal Point Exchange August 2022.  The purpose of the 

visit is to conduct a Face2Face Exchange between Youth Focal Points from Ireland and 

Tanzania involved in the SAUTI-Youth Project.   

 

 

The SAUTI-Youth Project is a youth led project co-funded by the European Union, which aims 

to monitor local government commitments to climate action, linking Galway and Tanga 

(Tanzania). SAUTI- Youth is a collaboration between World Vision Ireland, Youth Work 

Ireland Galway and World Vision 

During the visit the Team from Ireland will visit their Tanzanian counterparts in with a view 

to learning about the project activities, conducting F2F dialogues between Youth Focal 

Points and with Local Government Officials.  Key outputs of the exchange visits will be a 

collection of written and video journals by Irish Youth Focal points, Case studies on exchange 

visit learnings and communication & media content. 

 

2.4.4 Youth Work Ireland Galway 
The Corrach Buí Community Centre, Corrach Buí, Rahoon used by the Youth Work Ireland 

Galway was visited by Tipperary Energy Agency to carry out an Energy Audit of the building 

as part of Galway City Council’s SI426 organisational energy audit.  The audit will present a 

register of opportunities for the reduction of energy use and carbon emissions for the 

building owned by Galway City Council. 
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2.4.5 Energe Project 
On 20th May 2022, Galway City Council staff participated in the General Meeting on the EU 

Interreg funded project ENERGE - Energizing Education to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Project held at Dublin City University’s campus in Santry, Dublin.  

The aim of Energe project is to reduce Green House Gas emissions by educating students 

about energy efficiency and energy use of their own school. The project has identified 13 

schools across North-West Europe as demonstration sites including Coláiste Éinde, Salthill.   

Galway City Council’s role in the project is to promote the outcomes of the project through 

the Green Schools programme and through the use of interactive information boards at 

public buildings that are frequently visited by young people. 

Galway City Council and NUI Galway met with staff at the City Museum and Galway County 

Council’s Library Service on 20th June 2022 to agree the installation of digital display boards 

and sensors in the City Museum and Westside Library as part of the EU Interreg Energe 

Project. 

In May 2022 Galway City Council sought quotations for the interactive digital display boards 

with quotations received on 19th May 2022.  Galway City Council in August 2022 is 

concluding the process of awarding a contract for the installation of digital display boards in 

the City Museum and Westside Library. 

 

2.5 Critical Infrastructure 

2.5.1 Surface Water Flooding of Roads 
Transport department has identified areas of surface water drainage risk for roads and 

collated details of storm water pumps deployed in Galway City to mitigate surface water 

flooding. 

2.5.2 ICT Infrastructure 
Head of IT is progressing the action to identify backup and contingency plans for climate 

events that have the potential to impact Information and Communication Systems, the 

failure of which would have major consequences and/or a cascading effect on other services. 

In August 2022, Head of IT appointed a Backup strategy expert.  This expert is currently 

gathering information on existing strategy with a view to proposing new strategy on new 

backup and recovery platform that will also be climate resilient. 

 

2.6 Capture Data on the Impacts of Climate Events and Map Climate Impacts 

and Risk 

2.6.1 Wire App 
The Weather Impact Register (WIRE) App, is a simple tool for local authorities (and other 

state agencies) to record and collate the actual impacts and some of the associated costs of 

climate change in their areas.  The GIS based dataset together with the dashboard and filters 

developed alongside the App will provide a spatial distribution of risks and vulnerability and 

help identify the increasing severity and frequency of events that will inform climate 

adaptation planning.  To date Mayo County Council have operated the Wire App as a pilot in 

selected Municipal Districts.  
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Access to the Wire App for Galway 

City Council has been set up for 

authorised Galway City Council 

users and information on the 

impact of weather events is being 

recorded on the App by the Climate 

Change and Environment 

Department.  

 

 

 

Preparation for the introduction of the Wire 

App into Galway City Council’s operations has 

commenced with health and safety risk 

assessment and date privacy impact 

assessment for the use of the application by 

operational staff.  Operational staff have 

been nominated as users and to be trained in 

the use of the Wire App.  Awaiting training to 

be organised by CARO.   

 

 

2.6.2 Risk and Vulnerability Assessments 
Galway City Council staff attended a webinar on 14th June 2022 hosted by CARO and Climate 

Ireland to give an Overview of the semi-quantitative climate risk assessment methodology 

developed by Climate Ireland.  It is intended to pilot the case studies in methodology with 

the five local authorities in the Atlantic Seaboard North region before the end of the year.  

The case studies investigated were the risk of road degradation during heatwave events, the 

risk of flooding to social housing, and the risk of fluvial flooding to heritage assets. 
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The semi-quantitative climate risk assessment methodology is a further development of high 

level qualitative risk assessment employed in the development in the Climate Adaptation 

Strategy in 2019, and seeks to identify assets/areas to prioritise for climate adaptation. 

CARO confirmed that scope of the climate risk and vulnerability assessment does not include 

risk assessment of individual buildings.  This has meant that five of the tasks set out in the 

Implementation Plan 2021-2022 cannot be delivered under the framework of the Risk and 

Vulnerability Assessments and have been removed.  

 

2.7 Protecting Water Supplies 
Works have commenced on the construction of the new water intake for the Terryland 

Water Treatment Plant. 

 

 

2.8 Promoting Green Infrastructure - Nature Based Solutions 

2.8.1 Grattan Beach and Dune Site 
Galway City Council has appointed a consultant Arup to provide consulting services to 

produce a stakeholder engagement process for the Grattan beach and dune site which will 

be a good practice case study for future works within the city associated with Nature-based 

Solutions. 

 

2.9 Air Quality 

2.9.1 Briarhill Air Monitoring Station 
Works have commenced on the construction of a 

new air monitoring station at Briarhill Junction.   

The new air monitoring station when 

commissioned will form part of the EPA’s national 

ambient air quality monitoring network for 

reporting air quality to the European Commission.  

It will become Galway City Council’s third EPA 

ambient air monitoring station with the other 

stations located at Rahoon Road and Eyre Square.  
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3 Progress on Adaptation Actions 
 

The Adaptation Strategy sets out 68 Adaptation Actions. 

 

Progress on Implementation of Adaption Actions at end of June 2022 

Status Nr of 
Adaption 
Actions 

%  

Completed: 13 19% 

On-going: 33 49% 

Postponed: 0 0% 

Not started: 22 32% 

New: 0 0% 

 

Competed Adaptation Actions 

  

Climate Adaptation 
Implementation 

Group/Monitoring 
Group 

Climate Change in 
Corporate Plan

Process for Capturing 
Costs of Extreme 
Weather Events 
incurred by GCC

Climate Action in City 
Development Plan

Critical Water 
Services 

Infrastructure –
Vulnerability to 
Strong Winds

Climate Change in 
Galway City Tourism 

Strategy

Climate Change in 
Planning of Festivals

Work with CARO -
Wire App

Local Enterprise 
Office (action outside 

GCCs remit -
removed)

Identify and map 
areas prone to 

surface water and 
groundwater flood 

risk.

addendum to the 
Tenant’s handbook

Review and update 
periodically the flood 

risk zones

site specific Flood 
Risk Assessments -

Checklist 

31 Adaptation Objectives 

(68 Adaptation Actions)

49 Actions 
(Short-Term)

1-5 years

19 Actions 

(Medium Term) 

5 -10years
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4 Progress on Implementation Action Plans 2021-2022 

4.1 Implementation Plans and Tasks 
The implementation plan for 2021-2022 comprises of 25 Individual Action Plans.   

The Action Plans list out the planned tasks to implement/progress each short-term 

adaptation actions.  The number of action plans and tasks are summarised for each 

department in Table 1 below.   

 

Table 1 Short Term Actions by Galway City Council Department 

Department Nr of 
Actions 
Plans 

Nr of 
Tasks 

Environment and Climate Change 8 23 

Recreation and Amenity 4 15 

Economic Development /Culture 2 7 

Water Services 2 6 

Transport 2 5 

Planning 2 4 

Housing 1 3 

ICT 1 2 

Corporate Services 2 2 

Finance 1 1 

TOTAL 25 68 

 

 

Figure 1 Timeline for Delivery of Tasks 2020-2021 
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4.2 Progress by Task 
 

Progress status for each task are presented on pages 11 to 29 and summarised below. 

 

Figure 2 Progress on Delivery of Tasks 

 

Removed 7 10% 

Completed 19 28% 

Ongoing 22 32% 

postponed 8 12% 

Not Started 5 7% 

Not Completed as planned 7 10% 

 

Description of Progress Indicators 

Removed Following a review of the task, it has been agreed the task cannot 

be delivered as set out in the Annual Implementation Plan. 

Completed The task has been completed. 

Ongoing The task has been commenced and is ongoing and is expected to 

be completed as planned. 

Postponed The task has not been started or completed as planned due to a 

delay in external input, e.g. guidance, methodology, funding, 

resources from external organisation. 

Not Started The task has not yet been started. 

Not Completed The tasks has not been completed as per its planned due date for 

completion agreed in the Annual Implementation Plan.  The task 

status may be on-going and is still due for completion but later 

than set out in the Annual Implementation Plan. 
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4.3 Adaptation Actions ς Tasks due to be completed before end of Q4 2021  

Tasks due to be completed before End Q4 2021 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End April 

22 

Status 

End June 

22 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Support and Conserve 
Biodiversity for its intrinsic value 
within the Natural Environment 
and its interaction with the 
Climate. 

2.1 I Appoint a Biodiversity Officer 2021 Q1 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Completed Completed 

Critical 
Infrastructure 
and Buildings 

Integrate climate change and the 

Climate Adaptation Strategy (and 

mitigation) into the City 

Development Plan, and apply 

planning policies to reduce the 

vulnerability of Galway City 

Council to the impacts of climate 

change.  

1.1 I 

Prepare draft city 

development plan and 

incorporate climate action 

policy into the draft plan. 

2021 Q4 
Planning 

Department 
Completed Completed 

Critical 
Infrastructure 
and Buildings 

To Capture Data on Impacts of 

Extreme Climate Events and Map 

Climate Impacts and Risks 

4.1 & 

4.2 
I 

Promote the use of the Wire 

App across all departments in 

Galway City Council.   

2021 Q4 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Completed Completed 

Water Services 
and Flood Risk 
Management 

To manage Surface Water 
Drainage Risk for Extreme Rainfall 
Events. 

2.1 I 

Identify and map areas prone 
to surface water and 
groundwater flood risk for 
Roads 

2021 Q4 
Transport 

Department 

Not 

Completed 
Completed 
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Tasks due to be completed before End Q4 2021 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End April 

22 

Status 

End June 

22 

Water Services 
and Flood Risk 
Management 

To manage Surface Water 
Drainage Risk for Extreme Rainfall 
Events. 

2.1 II 

Identify Existing Installed 
Surface Pumping 
Infrastructure in Galway City 
and determine operational 
status and capacity of pumps. 

2021 Q4 
Transport 

Department 

Not 

Completed 
Completed 

Community 
Services 

To Ensure that Galway City 
continues to be a Healthy Place 
with Excellent Air Quality 

8 I 

Work with EPA to install a 
new Urban Traffic Air Quality 
Monitoring Station at Eyre 
Square 

2021 Q4 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Completed Completed 

Community 
Services 

To Ensure that Galway City 
continues to be a Healthy Place 
with Excellent Air Quality 

8 III 
Raise Awareness of Smokey 
Coal Ban for Galway City 

2021 Q4 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Completed Completed 
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4.4 Adaptation Actions ς Tasks due to be completed before end of Q1 2022  

Tasks due to be completed before End Q1 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

Governance & 
Support 

Communication and Stakeholder 
Engagement 

5 I Identify stakeholders. 2022 Q1 
Environment and 
Climate Change 
Department 

Not 

Completed 

Not 

Completed 

Critical 
Infrastructure 
and Buildings 

To Capture Data on Impacts of 

Extreme Climate Events and Map 

Climate Impacts and Risks 

4.1 & 

4.2 
II 

Co-ordinate and validate the 

reports uploaded to the Wire 

App.  Prepare detailed Impact 

Reports for significant Climate 

Events. 

2022 Q1 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Postponed Postponed 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

Develop Guidelines in the City 
Development Plan to promote 
green infrastructure. 

4.1 I 

Adopt draft city development 
plan and incorporate support 
for green infrastructure and 
nature based solutions. 
Include development 
standards to support 
provision of green 
infrastructure e.g. SUDS 

2022 Q1 
Planning 

Department 
Completed Completed 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Promote Green Infrastructure 
to improve Air Quality and 
Mitigate Climate Change. 

4.2 I Recruitment of Tree Officer 2022 Q1 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Not 

Completed 

Not 

Completed 



 

14 
 

Tasks due to be completed before End Q1 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

Water Services 
and Flood Risk 
Management 

To Capture Data on Impacts of 
Extreme Rainfall Events on Water 
Resources. 

3.1 III 

Review the impact of extreme 
rainfall events in 2020-2021 
on the Water Quality 
Sampling Test Results 
gathered for the 2020-2021 
Bathing Water Season. 
(>30mm rainfall in 24hrs) 

2022 Q1 
Recreation and 

Amenity 
postponed postponed 

Community 
Services 

Develop Business Continuity Plan 
to identify and address the 
impacts associated with extreme 
weather events on all 
functions/services of Galway City 
Council and put in place 
measures to maintain an 
acceptable level of service. 

1 II 

Scope the Business Continuity 
Plan and training needs for 
Relevant staff on Business 
Continuity Planning. 

2022 Q1 
Corporate 

Services 

Not 

Completed 

Not 

Completed 

Community 
Services 

To Support Community and 
Voluntary Sector Climate Action 
Projects 

4 IV 

Invite Expressions of Interest 
from Community and 
Voluntary Sector for proposals 
for Climate Action Projects, 
e.g. PPN, local Resident 
Group, Community Groups, 
SECs, Social media and 
Website 

2022 Q1 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

postponed postponed 
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4.5 Adaptation Actions ς Tasks due to be completed before end of Q2 2022  

Tasks due to be completed before End Q2 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

Governance & 
Support 

Annual Reporting 3 II 

Prepare a section in the 2021 
Annual Report to report 
progress on Climate Action 
including Adaptation.   

2022 Q2 
Environment and 
Climate Change 
Department 

Completed Completed 

Critical 
Infrastructure 
and Buildings 

To Carry out a risk assessment of 

the likely impacts of climate 

change and their effect on key 

infrastructure, use it to inform 

adaptation policy. 

5.1 I 

Introduce the WIRE App into 

Transport Operations to 

record impacts of extreme 

weather events on Road 

Infrastructure 

2022 Q2 
Transport 

Department 
On going  Postponed 

Critical 
Infrastructure 
and Buildings 

To Carry out a risk assessment of 

the likely impacts of climate 

change and their effect on key 

infrastructure, use it to inform 

adaptation policy. 

5.1 II 

Complete a risk and 

vulnerability assessment of 

Galway City Council’s road 

infrastructure using the 

Methodology and Tools being 

developed by Climate Ireland 

and CARO 

2022 Q2 
Transport 

Department 
Not Started Postponed 

Critical 
Infrastructure 
and Buildings 

To Carry out a risk assessment of 
the likely impacts of climate 
change and their effect on key 
infrastructure, use it to inform 
adaptation policy 

5.2 I 

Source a Backup/Business 
continuity expert to identify 
systems at risk of catastrophic 
failure from the five climate 
risks set out in the Strategy, 
review GCC current backup 
strategy & provide 

2022 Q2 ICT Not Started 
Not 

Completed 
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Tasks due to be completed before End Q2 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

recommendations to improve 
current backup strategy. 

Critical 
Infrastructure 
and Buildings 

To Carry out a risk assessment of 
the likely impacts of climate 
change and their effect on key 
infrastructure, use it to inform 
adaptation policy 

5.4 II 

Complete a climate risk and 
vulnerability assessment of 
Galway City Council’s ICT 
Systems using the 
Methodology and Tools being 
developed by Climate Ireland 
and CARO 

2022 Q2 ICT Postponed Removed 

Critical 
Infrastructure 
and Buildings 

To Increase Resilience of 
Buildings (Galway City 
Council's Housing Stock) 

6.1 II 

Issue an Addendum to the 
Tenant’s Handbook to all 
tenants containing the 
CARO guidance. 

2022 Q2 
Housing 

Department 
Completed Completed 

Critical 
Infrastructure 
and Buildings 

To Increase Resilience of 
Buildings (Galway City 
Council's Housing Stock) 

6.2 I 

Introduce the WIRE App 
into Housing Maintenance 
Operations to record 
impacts of extreme 
weather events on Social 
Housing 

2022 Q2 
Housing 

Department 
Not Started postponed 

Critical 
Infrastructure 
and Buildings 

To Increase Resilience of 
Buildings (Galway City 
Council's Housing Stock) 

6.2 II 

Complete a risk and 
vulnerability assessment of 
Galway City Councils 
housing stock using the 
Methodology and Tools 

2022 Q2 
Housing 

Department 
Not Started postponed 
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Tasks due to be completed before End Q2 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

being developed by Climate 
Ireland and CARO 

Critical 
Infrastructure 
and Buildings 

To Increase Resilience of 
Buildings  

6.3 I 

Complete a climate risk and 
vulnerability assessment of 
Galway City Council’s 
Buildings managed under 
Corporate Services, i.e. City 
Hall, Eyre sq. offices, 
Grammar School and Sandy 
Road Depot using the 
Methodology and Tools being 
developed by Climate 
Ireland/CARO. 

2022 Q2 
Corporate 

Services 
Postponed Removed 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Build Awareness of Nature 
Based Adaptation Solutions 

1.1 I 

Promote awareness of 
biodiversity by delivering in-
house All Ireland Pollinator 
Plan presentation to Foremen  

2022 Q2 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Not Started 
Not 

Completed 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Protect and Exploit Benefits in 
relation to Tourism and Natural 
and Cultural Capital 

5.2 I 

Complete a climate risk and 
vulnerability assessment of 
Black Box and Town hall 
Theatres using the 
Methodology and Tools being 
developed by Climate 
Ireland/CARO. 

2022 Q2 

Economic 

Development 

and Culture 

Postponed removed 
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Tasks due to be completed before End Q2 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Protect and Exploit Benefits in 
relation to Tourism and Natural 
and Cultural Capital 

5.2 II 

Complete a climate risk and 
vulnerability assessment of 
Civic Museum using the 
Methodology and Tools being 
developed by Climate 
Ireland/CARO. 

2022 Q2 

Economic 

Development 

and Culture 

Postponed Removed 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Protect and Exploit Benefits in 
relation to Tourism and Natural 
and Cultural Capital 

5.2 III 

Complete a climate risk and 
vulnerability assessment of 
Leisureland using the 
Methodology and Tools being 
developed by Climate 
Ireland/CARO. 

2022 Q2 

Economic 

Development 

and Culture 

Postponed Removed 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Protect and Exploit Benefits in 
relation to Tourism and Natural 
and Cultural Capital 

5.2 IV 

Identify Natural and Cultural 
Capital Asset/sites in Galway 
City and determine the visitor 
numbers throughout the year 
(pre-Covid 19). 

2022 Q2 

Economic 

Development 

and Culture 

Not Started Removed 

Water Services 
and Flood Risk 
Management 

To mitigate the risk and impact of 
flooding 

1.1 I 
Participate in CARO Training 
for Flood Risk Management 

2022 Q2 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Completed Completed 
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Tasks due to be completed before End Q2 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

Water Services 
and Flood Risk 
Management 

To Capture Data on Impacts of 
Extreme Rainfall Events on Water 
Resources. 

3.1 II 
Identify Stakeholders 
regarding Water Quality in 
Galway Bay & Climate Change 

2022 Q2 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Ongoing 
Not 

Completed 

Water Services 
and Flood Risk 
Management 

To Protect Water Supplies 5.2 II 
Continue to prioritise areas 
for watermain rehabilitation 
and seek IW funding 

2022 Q2 Water Services Ongoing Completed 

Water Services 
and Flood Risk 
Management 

To Protect Water Supplies 5.3 II 

Implement an Asset 
Management Plan at 
Terryland WTP by way of an 
Asset Maintenance Schedule 
for the plant to improve 
maintenance and operations 
of the plant 

2022 Q2 Water Services Completed Completed 

Community 
Services 

To Increase Awareness of Climate 
Change 

2.1 I 

Start the internal recruitment 
of Climate Ambassadors for 
each of the departments in 
Galway City Council 

2022 Q2 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Ongoing Completed 
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Tasks due to be completed before End Q2 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

Community 
Services 

To Increase Awareness of Climate 
Change 

2.2 III 

Participate in the EU Interreg 
Funded Energe Project - 
Energy Awareness in Schools 
and Campaigners Projects 
with NUI Galway.  

2022 Q2 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Ongoing Completed 

Community 
Services 

To Support Community and 
Voluntary Sector Climate Action 
Projects 

4 II 

Provide Letters of Support to 
NUI Galway and GMIT on 
applications for funding 
projects on Climate Action 

2022 Q2 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Ongoing 
Not 

Completed 
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4.6 Adaptation Actions ς Tasks due to be completed before end of Q3 2022  

Tasks due to be completed before End Q3 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

Governance & 
Support 

Annual Reporting 3 I 
Complete the CARO Progress 
Report 2021 

2022 Q3 
Environment and 
Climate Change 
Department 

Not Started Ongoing 

Governance & 
Support 

Capturing Costs of Climate Events 4 1 
Continue to set up job codes 
for extreme weather events 

2022 Q3 
Finance 
Department 

Ongoing Ongoing 

Governance & 
Support 

Communication and Stakeholder 
Engagement 

5 II 

Organise Public Events to 
communicate Galway City 
Council’s role in Climate 
Action, encourage public 
engagement.  Work with the 
City Museum as an event 
curator and venue for public 
engagement. 

2022 Q3 
Environment and 
Climate Change 
Department 

Ongoing Ongoing 

Critical 
Infrastructure 
and Buildings 

To Capture Data on Impacts of 
Extreme Climate Events and Map 
Climate Impacts and Risks 

4.1 & 
4.2 

III 

Co-ordinate and evaluate the 
outcomes of the internal risk 
and vulnerability assessments 
that will be completed using 
the Methodology and Tools 
developed by Climate 
Ireland/CARO 

2022 Q3 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Not Started postponed 
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Tasks due to be completed before End Q3 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

Critical 
Infrastructure 
and Buildings 

To Carry out a risk assessment of 
the likely impacts of climate 
change and their effect on key 
infrastructure, use it to inform 
adaptation policy. 

5.1 III 

Identify what monitoring 
systems are already in place 
for the road infrastructure 
identified above, e.g. Eirspan, 
road pavement conditions 
surveys.  Scope requirements 
for new monitoring systems. 

2022 Q3 
Transport 

Department 
Ongoing Ongoing 

Critical 
Infrastructure 
and Buildings 

To Mitigate Overheating of City 
Council Buildings (High 
Temperatures due to Solar and 
Internal Gains) 

7.1 I 

Energy Audit and Building 
Energy Modelling of City 
museum to address issues of 
Solar Gains to reduce 
overheating of the building 
from solar gains and reduce 
energy use for cooling 

2022 Q3 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department/ 

Economic 

Development 

Ongoing Ongoing 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Build Awareness of Nature 
Based Adaptation Solutions 

1.1 II 

Work with other departments 
to promote awareness of 
SuDs and NbS by delivering in-
house presentation on 
technical aspects of design, 
construction & maintenance 
requirements of NbS in new 
developments 

2022 Q3 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Not Started Ongoing 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Support and Conserve 
Biodiversity for its intrinsic value 
within the Natural Environment 

2.1 II 

Commence a review and 
update the Galway City 
Biodiversity Action Plan 2014 
– 2024 to ensure that the risks  

2022 Q3 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Not Started Not Started 
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Tasks due to be completed before End Q3 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

and its interaction with the 
Climate. 

from current and projected 
climate change have been 
identified 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Support and Conserve 
Biodiversity for its intrinsic value 
within the Natural Environment 
and its interaction with the 
Climate. 

2.1 III 
Increase areas in the City 
under No Mow (reduced grass 
cutting regime) 

2022 Q3 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Not Started Ongoing 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Support and Conserve 
Biodiversity for its intrinsic value 
within the Natural Environment 
and its interaction with the 
Climate. 

2.2 IV 

Increase areas in the City 
under bulb planting and 
ornamental wildflower 
seeding 

2022 Q3 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Not Started Completed 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Support and Conserve 
Biodiversity for its intrinsic value 
within the Natural Environment 
and its interaction with the 
Climate. 

2.2 V 

Procure consultants to deliver 
Tree Survey Report & 
woodland Management Plan 
at TFP under National 
Biodiversity Action Plan 
funding 

2022 Q3 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Not Started Completed 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

Integrate Climate Change into the 
Invasive Species Management 
Plan. 

3.1 II 

Deliver information session in-
house to staff around the 
Plant Passport System and 
Alert System in place 

2022 Q3 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Not Started Ongoing 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

Develop Guidelines in the City 
Development Plan to promote 
green infrastructure. 

4.1 II 
Participate in training on 
Nature Based Solutions 

2022 Q3 
Planning 

Department 
Ongoing Ongoing 



 

24 
 

Tasks due to be completed before End Q3 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

Develop Guidelines in the City 
Development Plan to promote 
green infrastructure. 

4.1 III 

Work with CARO on a CARO 
project for guidance and case 
studies on nature based 
solutions.  When published 
provide guidance via website 
to developers 

2022 Q3 
Planning 

Department 
Not Started Removed 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Promote Green Infrastructure 
to improve Air Quality and 
Mitigate Climate Change. 

4.2 II 
Mapping trees across the City 
to create a database of trees 
in public green spaces 

2022 Q3 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Not Started Not Started 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Promote Green Infrastructure 
to improve Air Quality and 
Mitigate Climate Change. 

4.2 IV 

Work with CARO on 
identification of public lands 
that can be funded under the 
Woodland Creation Scheme 
on Public Land 

2022 Q3 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Not Started Not Started 

Water Services 
and Flood Risk 
Management 

To mitigate the risk and impact of 
flooding 

1.2 III 

Progress the works to prevent 
leakage from the Eglington 
canal into Sruffaunacashlaun 
Stream/ Distillery Channel 
Culvert. 

2022 Q3 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Ongoing Ongoing 
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Tasks due to be completed before End Q3 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

Water Services 
and Flood Risk 
Management 

To Capture Data on Impacts of 
Extreme Rainfall Events on Water 
Resources. 

3.1 I 

Co-operate with the Regional 
Local Authority Waters and 
Communities Office on 
Climate Change and Water 
Quality 

2022 Q3 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Ongoing Ongoing 

Water Services 
and Flood Risk 
Management 

To mitigate Surcharging of 
Combined Sewers 

4.1 I 

The DAP surveys and model 
build & verification is due to 
be completed by Q4 2021. 
Following on from this, Risk 
Assessment and Needs 
Identification will be 
completed in Q3 2022. 

2022 Q3 Water Services Ongoing Ongoing 

Water Services 
and Flood Risk 
Management 

To mitigate Surcharging of 
Combined Sewers 

4.1 II 
Addressing areas of known 
infiltration 

2022 Q3 Water Services Ongoing Ongoing 

Community 
Services 

To Increase Awareness of Climate 
Change 

2.2 II 

Promote the Sustainable 
Energy Communities model 
and Liaise with CARO and PPN 
on best practice Community 
engagement models to deliver 
Community energy efficiency 
and public awareness 
campaigns.  

2022 Q3 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Completed Completed 
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Tasks due to be completed before End Q3 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

Community 
Services 

To Support Community and 
Voluntary Sector Climate Action 
Projects 

4 I 

Support communities and 
voluntary sector in developing 
and implementing climate 
adaptation projects at local 
level. E.g. Grattan Beach 

2022 Q3 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Ongoing Ongoing 

Community 
Services 

To Support Community and 
Voluntary Sector Climate Action 
Projects 

4 III 

Scope a project proposal with 
NUI Galway to map Galway 
City’s natural environment’s 
carbon capture capacity. 

2022 Q3 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Not Started Not Started 

Community 
Services 

To Promote Opportunities & 
Support Business  

6 I 

Liaise with CARO and other 
stakeholders (IDA) on how 
Galway City Council can 
promote the opportunities 
arising from climate action 

2022 Q3 

Economic 

Development 

and Culture 

Ongoing Ongoing 

Community 
Services 

To Promote Opportunities & 
Support Business  

6 II 

Participate in the All Ireland 
Smart Cities Forum to identify 
opportunities for funding of 
climate action 
projects/business 
opportunities in Galway City 

2022 Q3 

Economic 

Development 

and Culture 

Ongoing Ongoing 
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Tasks due to be completed before End Q3 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

Community 
Services 

To Promote Opportunities & 
Support Business  

6 III 

Participate in future joint 
events between the Nordics 
and All Ireland Smart Cities 
Forum to identify 
opportunities for funding of 
climate action 
projects/business 
opportunities in Galway City 

2022 Q3 

Economic 

Development 

and Culture 

Ongoing Ongoing 

Community 
Services 

To Ensure that Galway City 
continues to be a Healthy Place 
with Excellent Air Quality 

8 II 

Work with EPA to install a 
new Suburban Traffic Air 
Quality Monitoring Station -
Briarhill Junction 

2022 Q3 

Environment and 

Climate Change 

Department 

Ongoing Ongoing 
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4.7 Adaptation Actions ς Tasks that Continue beyond Q3 2022  

Actions with Tasks due to be completed beyond End Q3 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Build Awareness of Nature 
Based Adaptation Solutions 

1.2 III 

Install biodiversity heritage 
signage on site as part of 
deliverables of Barna 
Woods Conservation 
Project under the National 
Biodiversity Action Plan.  

2022 

Q4 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Not 

Started 
Ongoing 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Build Awareness of Nature 
Based Adaptation Solutions 

1.2 III 

Install biodiversity heritage 
signage in Salthill/Blackrock 
as part of the sea grass 
restoration project, with 
the Marine Institute, 
Aquarium and NUIG using 
CARO climate adaptation 
and NBS. 

2022 

Q4 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Not 

Started 
Ongoing 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

Integrate Climate Change into 
the Invasive Species 
Management Plan. 

3.1 I 

Identify, map and treat 
new areas of IAS in 2022. 
Increase areas under 
treatment over the 22 sites 
under treatment in 2021 

2022 

Q4 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Not 

Started 
Ongoing 
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Actions with Tasks due to be completed beyond End Q3 2022 

Sector Objective Action 
Task 
ref 

Tasks Description Due by Department 

Status 

End June 

22 

Status 

End 

August 22 

Natural and 
Cultural Capital 

To Promote Green 
Infrastructure to improve Air 
Quality and Mitigate Climate 
Change. 

4.2 III 

R&A will work with 
Environment section to 
consider the most 
appropriate tree 
species/planting locations 
based on the outcome of 
the findings of the AMU 

2022 

Q4 

Recreation and 

Amenity 

Department 

Not 

Started 

Not 

Started 

Water Services 
and Flood Risk 
Management 

To mitigate the risk and 
impact of flooding 

1.1 II 
Progress the Coirib go 
Costa Galway City Flood 
Relief Scheme 

2022 

Q4 

Environment 

and Climate 

Change 

Department 

Ongoing Ongoing 

Water Services 
and Flood Risk 
Management 

To mitigate Surcharging of 
Combined Sewers 

4.1 II 
Install event monitors on 
remaining CSOs that have 
none. 

2022 

Q4 
Water Services Ongoing Ongoing 

Water Services 
and Flood Risk 
Management 

To Protect Water Supplies 5.1 I 
Work with Irish Water to 
progress the New Intake 
Works for Terryland 

2022 

Q4 
Water Services Ongoing Ongoing 

 

 


