
Notes on Joint Galway City and County Planning SPCs Meeting 26 May 2022 (A hybrid meeting) 

Galway City Council: Cllr Peter Keane, Chair - Planning SPC 

   Cllr Michael J. Crowe, Cllr Clodagh Higgins, Cllr Owen Hanley (all remotely) 

Apologies from:  Cllr Frank Fahy, Cllr Noel Larkin and Marian Spelman, Galway Council of 

Trade Unions 

In attendance:  Patricia Philbin, Director of Services – Planning, Housing, Economic 

Development & Culture, Caroline Phelan, Senior Planner,  

Helen Coleman, Senior Executive Planner and 

Emma Silke, Administrative Officer 

Other City Council staff were present who were not introduced. 

 

GCCN Reps:  Derrick Hambleton and Brendan Mulligan 

 

Galway County Council:  Cllr Michael Connolly (remotely), Chair - Planning, Environment, 

Agriculture and Emergency Services SPC 

In attendance:  Michael Owens, Director of Services - Planning & Sustainable. 

Development and Corporate Services. 

County Galway PPN Reps:  Aodán Mac Donncha and Mark Green 

 

Peter Keane chaired the meeting.  He observed that this joint City and County Planning SPC meeting 

was taking place in the context where no amalgamation of Galway City and County Councils is to 

happen at this time or is likely to happen at any time in the future. 

Presentation by Representatives from the Northern & Western Regional Assembly (NWRA) 

David Minton, Director, John Daly, Economic & Sustainable Development Officer and Frank Flanagan, 

Chartered Engineer, Senior Executive Planner, attended in person. 

David Minton explained that the purpose of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) is to 

provide for urban-led regional development and includes the Galway Metropolitan Area Spatial 

Strategy (MASP). The NWRA advocates on behalf of the Region and leads on Biodiversity and Climate 

Action. The European Regional Development Fund (€350m) is ending and will be replaced by a new 

fund (€211m). 

The focus at this meeting will be on the Galway MASP.  There was no MASP when the original 

National Planning Framework (NPF) was published – the MASP was introduced in the RSES.  MASP is 

used by most modern OECD countries.  David referred to the Bilbao Case Study of metropolitan 

planning - the NWRA have partnered with Bilbao.  The people of Bilbao see themselves as being 

Basque.  They have adopted a bottom-up approach to municipal planning. 

It was critical that Letterkenny, Sligo and Athlone were included in the RSES as Regional Growth 

Centres.  Galway city doesn’t have the same influence in the NWRA Region as Dublin has in the East 

Region but it has great potential.   



Biodiversity, Innovation and Climate Action are key drivers.  The Galway MASP is a key engine for 

growth. 

The population growth target in the RSES for the Galway city is to achieve a minimum growth of 

23,000 by 2026 – a population of 103,000. The NPF minimum target population to be achieved by 

2040 in Galway City and Suburbs is 120,000+. Tuam and Ballinasloe are Key Towns. 

David said that “now is the time to have a conversation about how we can best make the MASP 

work.” 

He referred to a second Case Study – the Cork Area Strategic Plan (CASP) – as another example of a 

bottom-up approach to municipal planning. It commenced in 1990 and was jointly sponsored by 

Cork City and County Councils. Cork is thriving! Governance is by a multi-agency committee which 

meets quarterly. 

John Daly, Economist, then spoke about trends in the implementation of the Galway MASP. The 

target was to deliver 50% of all new homes that are targeted within the MASP.  Within the city 

between 2016 and 2021, progress to date has been above that target. 

The target for the Galway MASP is to grow the population by 27,500 by 2026 and a further 14,500 by 

2031, relative to the population in 2016. The absolute numbers of new housing completions in the 

MASP are fairly low ranging from 151 in 2016 to 377 in 2021 – total of 1,640. Based on these 

numbers and, using an average household size of 2.58, it implies a population growth since 2016 of 

only 4,226 versus a target MASP population growth of 27,500 by 2026.  We are already halfway 

through the 2016-2026 period. We need to build up the MASP more. 

There is an opportunity to use vacant and derelict commercial units in the MASP - 801 in September 

2020 and just under 600 vacant and derelict residential units - 82% of these vacant units are in 

Galway City & Suburbs. 

John showed a graph of the difference between disposable income per capita in Galway versus the 

state average for the period 2000 – 2020. The disposable income per capita in Galway in 2020 was 

€2,000 lower than the state average in 2020 having been slightly higher that the state average in 

2009 and 2010. The gap in disposable income per capita is on an increasing trend. 

John announced that a Regional Development Monitor Hub to show if ‘Balanced Regional 

Development’ is being achieved, will be launched in Q2 of 2022. It will have 60 socio-economic 

indicators across 4 themes and will be available to all online. The 4 themes are: 

1. Our People and Places 

2. Our Green and Sustainable Future 

3. Our Region’s Economy and 

4. Our All-island Perspective 

David Minton brought the NWRA’s presentation to a conclusion by saying that “we don’t want three 

or four visions for Galway – we want One Vision!” 

He then posed the question “Who is going to lead that One Vision?” 

Cllr Niall Mc Nelis asked who leads the Cork Area Strategic Plan (CASP) and what funding is there for 

it? 

Derrick Hambleton warned that whoever leads the vision for Galway mustn’t leave the community 

out. He also made the point that there is a lack of awareness of the NWRA. 



Cllr Owen Hanley suggested that we need European investment. 

Brendan Mulligan observed that there is significant private investment being made in Galway but 

that there is a lack of public sector investment.  An overall vision is missing. 

Caroline Phelan noted that the Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) is adopting the ESRI’s 

projections of population which are incredibly conservative and are totally out of kilter with the 

NPF’s targets.  The OPR is asking Galway City Council to reduce the population targets in the Draft 

Galway City Development Plan. The OPR is refusing to meet with Dublin City Council re population 

targets and there are also problems with Cork City Council. 

Cllr Michael Connolly, Galway County Council, pointed out that Galway city is also dependent on 

communities in Clare and Mayo. Galway is underfunded – the strategy may be in place but the 

funding is not.  Cork and Limerick are getting the funding but Galway is not. The MASP in Bilbao 

reinforced the local governance structure rather than undermining it. 

David Minton said we need one shared vision that everyone can buy into. Galway city is the only 

reason that the Northern and Western Region is not categorised as an ‘Underdeveloped Region’. 

Caroline Phelan referred to a vacuum – no legislative basis for the MASPs and there is a lack of 

guidance and support. 

David Minton mentioned that Kilkenny & Carlow are mobilising, as is Limerick. There is a unique 

opportunity for Galway City and Council to come together. 

John Daly agreed with Derrick Hambleton’s observation that there is a lack of awareness of the 

NWRA. 

Cllr M. J. Crowe supported the point that Caroline Phelan made about the OPR’s view in relation to 

population projections and found some of the OPR’s submissions to be perplexing. 

Michael Owens. Director of Services, Galway County Council noted that the new County 

Development Plan has just been adopted. He expressed the view that delivering the MASP requires a 

joint approach. The City & County Councils have engaged with the Department in recent days. 

The NWRA’s representatives left the meeting at this point. 

 

Presentation by an Irish Water Representative 

Niall Tuke, Asset Investment Manager, Irish Water joined the meeting remotely at this point and 

gave a presentation on the current capital investment plan - ‘Revenue Control (RC) 3 Capital 

Investment Plan 2020-2024’.  The Water Services Strategic Plan is the key document. An investment 

of €5.3bn is proposed for 2020-2024, 58% allocated to wastewater and 42% to water.   

The next Regulatory Control (RC) Period will be 2025 - 2029. A significant level of investment will 

carry over from the current investment plan. Investment will continue to increase up to the 2030s. 

The needs and interventions to form the priorities for RC 4 are under review. A Stakeholder 

Engagement Plan is in development. 

After the presentation Derrick Hambleton noted that there had been no mention of Galway at all.  

Going back to 2006-2009, reports had recognised the need for a second wastewater treatment plant 

on the east side of the city. He enquired if there was any update on this. 



Brendan Mulligan referred to the ongoing problem of discharges from Storm Water Overflows 

during relatively low intensity rainfall events. 

Niall Tuke responded that there are a number of projects.  The Galway Strategic Drainage Study will 

look out to 2075. Scoping will commence in 2023 and will be complete in 2024.  This will address 

servicing development in Galway east. It is being referred to as ‘Additional Capacity for Galway’ 

rather than the Galway East WWTP.  The Mutton Island WWTP has a capacity of 170,000 p.e. while 

the current loading is approximately 100,000 p.e. The Drainage Study will validate the incoming 

flows and will also address the SWO’s and he acknowledged An Taisce’s submission on the Draft 

Galway City Development Plan.  

As regards the Drainage Area Plan, data gathering has been completed and model building is 

underway. Solutions will come out of that in 2023 which will inform the RC 4 Capital Investment 

Plan. 

The SWO’s issue will hopefully be addressed over the coming years, Niall Tuke said. 

Brendan Mulligan expressed concern about the lack of urgency in advancing plans to meet the needs 

of the NPF population targets for Galway and to address the current SWO problem. 

Niall Tuke responded that a new WWTP would take 10 years from 2024 to deliver with the best 

intentions. Work will be prioritised over the coming period once the Drainage Area Plan is complete. 

These things take time.  Irish Water is taking a national view addressing significant strategic issues. It 

is programming actions in relation to Galway to develop the solutions. 

Cllr Peter Keane noted that Galway City Council had adopted the Ardaun LAP 4 years ago to address 

housing need. He asked is it the case that we can’t invite planning applications for Ardaun until the 

study is completed in 2024 and thereafter implemented? Will it be years before we can see housing 

being developed in Ardaun? 

Niall Tuke responded that an upgrade to the network is planned. The design of a new “balancing 

tank” will be completed this year and it is proposed that it will be built in 2024. 

Michael Owens, Director of Services said, that from a county perspective, there are recurring themes 

in restriction of development due to a lack of Wastewater Treatment Plants in settlements in the 

county. Athenry specifically and other settlements, such as Mountbellew, that couldn’t be 

developed.  There are problems in Connemara that are preventing the addressing of population 

decline.  

Niall Tuke responded that Irish Water is awaiting approval from An Bord Pleanála for a wastewater 

treatment plant for Mountbellew.  There is a Small Towns and Villages scheme to address growth 

problems – approximately 40 towns are involved. 

Niall Tuke left the meeting at this point. 

Any Other Business 

Derrick Hambleton suggested that there be regular joint City and County SPC Meeting every 6/12 

months. Cllr Peter Keane thought this was a good idea and suggested that maybe every 3rd SPC 

meeting could be a joint meeting. 

Cllr Owen Hanley asked that the Galway Airport Site be on the agenda for the next meeting. 

Brendan Mulligan, Chartered Engineer, a GCCN Rep on Galway City Council’s Planning SPC 


