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COVID-19 Community Response / Community Department 

Update for Galway City LCDC, 15th December 2021  

 

Galway City COVID-19 Community Response Forum  
The COVID-19 Community Response Forum, co-ordinated by Galway City Council held its last 
meeting during October 2021 and the focus of this meeting was to review the effectiveness of 
the structure, processes and participation. This review focused on the experiences of members 
involved in the Community Response Forum, framed around a number of key questions which 
included their comment on the overall structure and its purpose, their participation and 
engagement, information sharing, adaptability and flexibility, listening to the voice of the 
marginalised and vulnerable amongst others. Lessons learned and future actions were also 
gathered as part of this review, noting that members felt at this point the Forum has run its 
natural course and will not set to meet again at this stage. Given the most recent Government 
decisions in relation to the reopening of the economy and society, as well as the fall in demand 
for the services provided under the Community Call initiative, the Department of Housing, 
Local Government and Heritage have advised local authorities that there is no longer a need 
to continue the operation of the Community Response Forum, issued on the basis and 
understanding that  

 Any calls to helplines are re-routed through normal local authority services and 
managed accordingly, and  

 Community Response Fora can be quickly re-initiated at local authority level should 
they be required, based on public health advice.  

 
Galway City COVID-19 Community Call Helpline  
The Galway City COVID-19 Community Call Helpline, which is being led and coordinated by 
Galway City Council continues to provide a dedicated community response helpline to ensure 
that all vulnerable members of our community are appropriately supported as we continue to 
move through the response to COVID-19. The Helpline is operational from 9am – 5pm, Monday 
to Friday by Freephone 1800 400 150 and email to covidsupport@galwaycity.ie. Outside of 
normal working hours, including weekend’s calls / requests will automatically route to our out 
of hours call service and are dealt with accordingly.  A key purpose of the Helpline is to ensure 
that older people and those who are vulnerable in our community have access to very practical 
supports such as groceries, meals on wheels, medication collection and social supports / 
engagement. 

 

COVID-19 Vaccination Programme  

The vaccination programme continues to be rolled out nationwide. Over 90% of people aged 
16+ are fully vaccinated, and over 90% of people aged 12+ have received at least 1 dose. 
Registrations and vaccinations are ongoing. For updates and information on each of the 
vaccine allocation groups, and when and where they’ll be invited for their vaccine, please visit 
www.hse.ie/rollout.  Vaccines are making a difference  

 Every COVID-19 vaccine makes a difference, helping to reduce the amount of severe 
illness caused by COVID-19. We thank everyone who has already had their COVID-19 
vaccine. If you haven’t registered yet, or someone in your network has yet to do so, 
they can:  

 Check hse.ie for answers they can trust about the COVID-19 vaccines  

 Talk to a pharmacist or GP – many are giving mRNA vaccines  

mailto:covidsupport@galwaycity.ie
http://www.hse.ie/rollout
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 Call HSELive on 1800 700 700 or  

 Register online to get a COVID-19 vaccine 

 If you cannot register online, you can call the COVID-19 helpline at Freephone: 1800 
700 700 to register by phone.  

 
Additional COVID-19 vaccination dose for those who are immunocompromised 
Having a weak immune system puts you at higher risk of serious illness if you get COVID-19. 
Getting vaccinated will give you some protection against this. If you have a weak immune 
system, you may be offered another COVID-19 vaccine dose to give you better protection. 
You can find information on who may need an additional COVID-10 vaccine dose here. Weak 
immune system and COVID-19 vaccines - additional dose - HSE.ie. Hospitals will identify the 
people who need an additional dose. You do not need to register of contact anyone. People 
who need an additional dose will receive a text message with an appointment for their vaccine. 
These additional doses will be given through HSE vaccination centre near you, or your hospital 
if you’re an inpatient. GPs may also vaccinate some people. 
 
The HSE has begun registering fully vaccinated asymptomatic close contacts for antigen tests  
All close contacts of a confirmed case of COVID-19 will get a text message with a link to an 
online system where they can provide information that will be used to determine whether they 
need a PCR test if unvaccinated, or if they have symptoms; or antigen tests if fully vaccinated 
and asymptomatic. For those that need a PCR test, they will get details of their test 
appointment in a further text message. For those that require antigen tests, the HSE will 
arrange that they are delivered by An Post.  
 
The SMS contains a link to the HSE website where there is further information and advice about 
what close contacts need to do. Close contacts who fall into the category for antigen testing 
will receive a box of 5 antigen tests and will be asked to do 3 tests – the first test on the day 
they receive their test kit, the second test two days later and the third test two days after that.  
 
If any of the antigen tests are positive we are requesting close contacts to self-isolate and book 
a PCR test – as part of that booking process they will be asked to tick that they had a positive 
antigen result. If a close contact develops symptoms while they are in the process of doing 
antigen testing, they need to self-isolate and book a PCR test. Those whose antigen tests are 
negative are also asked to report their negative results via the HSE website. Close contacts in 
complex settings such as Special Education Needs classes or schools will receive a telephone 
call from the contact tracing team, who will arrange COVID-19 testing for them if it is necessary.  
 
COVID-19 vaccine booster  
If you’re aged 60 or over, or a frontline healthcare worker, you will soon be offered a COVID-
19 vaccine booster dose. This is because cases are starting to increase again and older adults 
and people in health facilities are vulnerable to severe COVID-19 disease. This booster dose is 
being recommended to give the best possible protection against serious illness from COVID-
19. There is a partner pack with detail, images and messages available to download at the 
bottom of this message. You can find more information about the COVID-19 vaccine booster 
dose here. 
 
 
 

https://www2.hse.ie/screening-and-vaccinations/covid-19-vaccine/get-the-vaccine/weak-immune-system/
https://www2.hse.ie/screening-and-vaccinations/covid-19-vaccine/get-the-vaccine/weak-immune-system/
https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=360b89a018aa0e9481c87404362f8b6e0f93aa89&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.hse.ie%2Fscreening-and-vaccinations%2Fcovid-19-vaccine%2Fget-the-vaccine%2Fcovid-19-vaccine-booster-dose%2F&d=1122&r=show
https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=360b89a018aa0e9481c87404362f8b6e0f93aa89&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.hse.ie%2Fscreening-and-vaccinations%2Fcovid-19-vaccine%2Fget-the-vaccine%2Fcovid-19-vaccine-booster-dose%2F&d=1122&r=show
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Free flu vaccine for all at-risk groups 

It’s flu season and while anyone can catch the flu, some people are more at risk of catching the 
flu, getting seriously ill or needing hospital treatment. The HSE encourages all at-risk groups to 
make an appointment with their GP or Pharmacist for their free flu vaccine. People at risk 
include all children aged 2 to 17, those aged 65 or over, people with certain long-term 
conditions, and pregnant women. It’s the best way to be protected from the flu. Find a 
participating pharmacy Flu Vaccination - HSE.ie 
 
Free nasal spray flu vaccine for children - new video 
From 18th October 2021, the HSE began its annual information campaign for parents and 
guardians about the children’s flu vaccine. Children are twice as likely as adults to catch the flu, 
which can sometimes cause serious illness. That's why all children aged 2 to 17 can now get 
their free, nasal spray flu vaccine. It’s a safe and effective way to protect them, and the rest of 
the family too. Please share our new video to let parents and guardians know they can now 
make an appointment with their GP or Pharmacist. Visit https://www.hse.ie/flu for more 
information. 
 
Where to find COVID-19 Vaccination Information 
We encourage everyone to read about the COVID-19 vaccine and to get their information from 
a factual, trusted source – here are the links to the pages with information on the vaccine: 

 Check COVID-19 vaccines - HSE.ie for information about the vaccine, information on 
this page is updated regularly  

 Find the vaccine information materials at https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/covid-19-
resources-and-translations/covid-19-vaccine-materials/ 

 Details on COVID-19 vaccines administered are available Vaccinations | Ireland's 
COVID19 Data Hub (arcgis.com) 

 Read the full COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation Strategy gov.ie - Provisional Vaccine 
Allocation Groups (www.gov.ie) 

 COVID-19 vaccine information for health professionals COVID-19 Vaccine Information 
for Health Professionals - HSE.ie 

 Information in Irish Sign Language: information resources on the COVID-19 vaccines in 
Irish Sign Language are available COVID-19 Vaccine Irish Sign Language resources - 
HSE.ie 

 COVID-19 vaccines easy read and accessible information formats are available COVID-
19 vaccine easy read and accessible information - HSE.ie 

 
Public Health Measures 
You can find information here about the public health measures in place gov.ie - Public health 
measures in place right now (www.gov.ie) 
 
Launch of Bereavement and grief information and signposting campaign 

The HSE has launched a number of supports to help people who have been bereaved. The 
global COVID-19 pandemic has had a major impact across the globe on our experiences of 
death, dying and bereavement. The way the virus spread, the restrictions imposed on travel 
(domestic and international), visits to healthcare settings; visits to residential and nursing 
homes, house visits, funeral arrangements – all impacted on death, bereavement and grieving. 
Working with Irish Hospice Foundation and a range of partners, the HSE is promoting supports 

https://www.hse.ie/flu
https://scanner.topsec.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D1PvJU1Ic0lE&d=1122&t=05a1e83a684e770d21037641707e2baaf8391040&r=show
https://scanner.topsec.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hse.ie%2Fflu&d=1122&t=e523cecc5616bf2cb501af29d0455c5aef79becc&r=show
https://www2.hse.ie/screening-and-vaccinations/covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/covid-19-resources-and-translations/covid-19-vaccine-materials/
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/covid-19-resources-and-translations/covid-19-vaccine-materials/
https://covid19ireland-geohive.hub.arcgis.com/pages/vaccinations
https://covid19ireland-geohive.hub.arcgis.com/pages/vaccinations
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/39038-provisional-vaccine-allocation-groups/
https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/covid19vaccineinfo4hps/?utm_source=Broadcast&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Covid%2019&utm_content=Update%20on%20vaccine%20rollout%20-%20Staff%20Update
https://www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/covid19vaccineinfo4hps/?utm_source=Broadcast&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Covid%2019&utm_content=Update%20on%20vaccine%20rollout%20-%20Staff%20Update
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/covid-19-resources-and-translations/covid-19-irish-sign-language-resources/covid19-vaccine-irish-sign-language-resources.html
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/covid-19-resources-and-translations/covid-19-irish-sign-language-resources/covid19-vaccine-irish-sign-language-resources.html
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/covid-19-resources-and-translations/covid-19-vaccine-materials/covid19-vaccine-easy-read-and-accessible-information/
https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/covid-19-resources-and-translations/covid-19-vaccine-materials/covid19-vaccine-easy-read-and-accessible-information/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/7894b-post-cabinet-statement-resilience-and-recovery-the-path-ahead/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/0bd80-new-public-health-measures-announced-the-path-ahead/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/7894b-post-cabinet-statement-resilience-and-recovery-the-path-ahead/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/0bd80-new-public-health-measures-announced-the-path-ahead/
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and services for people who may be struggling and dealing with issues responding to loss – and 
people trying to support those bereaved. The supports include:  

 Dedicated pages on HSE.ie  

 Ongoing funding of the National Bereavement Support Line (Freephone 1800 80 70 77, 
10am to 1pm) 

 Hospital resource packs  

 Commitment to funding five hospital-based Bereavement Liaison Officers to support 
bereaved families. 

 
A broad public information campaign also begins to help people understand their own grief 
and find support. It also provides advice for those supporting people dealing with a loss. It is 
important that we increase knowledge about bereavement support available. The National 
Bereavement Support Line 1800 80 70 77 is available from 10am to 1pm, Monday to Friday. It 
provides a confidential space for people to talk or get support about bereavement. There are 
also staff-specific resources available from the Employee Assistance Programme (EAP). 
Campaign key messages: 

 Grief is a natural process which occurs after a bereavement or other types of loss. 

 Grief experiences are different for everyone. There is no right or wrong way to grieve. 

 There are not five stages of grief, it ebbs and flows. Some feelings might come 
occasionally or catch you by surprise. Others might be more persistent.  

 There is no time limit to grieve - it takes the time it takes. 

 There are lots of ways to people can develop their own personal coping strategies. 

 There is no hierarchy of grief. Grief is not time sensitive and it can trigger other grief. 

 The Covid 19 Pandemic has made grieving more difficult for bereaved people. Bereaved 
individuals and families may not have their usual expected supports through 
bereavement, this is especially important considering older people that were 
cocooning and unable to visit loved ones.  

 If your grief feels continuous for a long time, and your feelings get harder to cope with 
over time (rather than gradually easier), it is important to seek professional support 
and advice. Talk with your GP about how you are feeling - especially if your feelings get 
harder to cope with over time or if you feel prolonged agitation, depression, guilt or 
despair. 

 
Free online Stress Control Programme 
HSE Health and Wellbeing are offering the next free online Stress Control programme from 
Monday November 29th that teaches practical skills to deal with stress. The six sessions are 90 
minutes each and cover different topics. Participants are encouraged to watch all sessions, but 
participants can join at any stage for one or more sessions. To register visit 
www.stresscontrol.ie 
 

http://www.stresscontrol.ie/
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Free online Minding Your Wellbeing Programme 
HSE Health & Wellbeing have a free, online mental health and wellbeing programme called 
Minding Your Wellbeing. This consists of a series of 5 video sessions of 20 minutes – 
click here or www.yourmentalhealth.ie 
 

 

 
Free online course Managing Stress and Anxiety  
A short course on managing stress and anxiety has been developed by the Department of 
Occupational Therapy in Mental Health in St James’s Hospital. The course is 40 minutes long 
and broken down into four parts: 
1. Introduction, what is occupational therapy, what is stress and anxiety 

https://youtu.be/Gf7aTG2g3y4 
2. Feelings - identifying and coping with them https://youtu.be/SwabTR5eH3Q 
3. Thoughts - identifying and coping with them https://youtu.be/5o315FPgBj0 
4. Behaviours - identifying and coping with them and a note on goal setting 

https://youtu.be/xzpR1uQgsmI 
 
New 'Living Well' course starting in January 2022 
Living Well is a free online group programme delivered over six workshops (2.5 hrs x 6). It is 
delivered by trained leaders, most of whom are also living with a long-term health condition. 
You will develop self-management skills and confidence to live well with your health conditions. 
For more information, see https://www.hse.ie/livingwell 
 
 

https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=eb2edec86cca9337f1d8d72b688059d68cac9aee&r=show&d=2104&u=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__scanner.topsec.com_-3Fu-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Furldefense.proofpoint.com-252Fv2-252Furl-253Fu-253Dhttps-2D3A-5F-5Fwww2.hse.ie-5Fhealthy-2D2Dyou-5Fminding-2D2Dyour-2D2Dwellbeing-2D2Dprogramme.html-2526d-253DDwMFAg-2526c-253DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-2Dv5A-5FCdpgnVfiiMM-2526r-253DFSjmOSYPquCj-2DFzsBS-5FX2HhpVzJ-2DEl064ge1dFmUg0s-2526m-253DPPpbgqesaGolZA2oC1vPwUBaVezrqRrvI7diUn-2DJr1E-2526s-253DkTnDaI0RBxMOhg388T-2DL1APNBntrlzhoOayjE7Lcpao-2526e-253D-26d-3D2104-26t-3Ddec7601a6186c27ef92401e1bf4a566c327d824e%26d%3DDwMF-g%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3D7lxb26-0Ql8rk_UeoN4LUp-0nD1Le97-8y9a54k3Jrw%26m%3D0wmEIWvgaoXZkcE1Ze14QuDcrtSMm5qVz1Kvzzagc5I%26s%3DwRD9G4UTZKCbXHrVGR5_xFVKmZJNbqjhLJlSSoDSQSo%26e%3D
https://scanner.topsec.com/?r=show&u=www.yourmentalhealth.ie&d=1122&t=84bc1e54facba26aba54910cbcb94257e4cdc9f0
https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=75ca91b93aeb622a5d0ef52dbc6aa02d651cab8c&u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FGf7aTG2g3y4&r=show&d=1122
https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=fc75bf87cc9e0be0b1ba14f6b47efd6401f94c7a&u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FSwabTR5eH3Q&r=show&d=1122
https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=a2e1bd2d193828af8d1b822ca2b44d4a2b145716&u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F5o315FPgBj0&r=show&d=1122
https://youtu.be/xzpR1uQgsmI
https://www.hse.ie/livingwell
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Healthy Ireland and Sport Ireland - Let's Get Back Campaign  
‘Let’s Get Back’, is a national awareness campaign encouraging the Irish public to get back 
involved in the sport and exercise that they love. ‘Let’s Get Back’ has been created by Sport 
Ireland in partnership with Healthy Ireland to encourage members of the Irish public who are 
anxious or unsure about returning to sport and physical activity following the easing of COVID-
19 restrictions.  The campaign intends to reassure people that it is possible to do so in a safe 
and secure manner. The campaign will be supported by the National Governing Bodies of Sport 
in Ireland and the network of Local Sport Partnerships.  Members of the public can 
get information on how to return to sport and activities in a safe way by 
visiting https://www.sportireland.ie/letsgetback.  
The campaign message is tailored to ensure that it reaches those most in need of support and 
encouragement and it is hoped that this campaign can touch the hearts and minds of every 
age, ethnicity, demographic, ability and more.  

 You will find all campaign assets at this link: https://departmentofhealth.sharefile.eu/d-
s82020e99a8174fcbbe52946dbf601881 

 Keep an eye on Sport Ireland and Healthy Ireland’s channels also. 
 Here is a quick link to the 60-sec TV advert - https://youtu.be/EqaDwAcLjb0 

 
#LetsGetSet Campaign  
In Ireland today, almost 20 months on from when Covid-19 first came to our shores, we are 
now potentially more health conscious as a nation than ever before. Conversely during this 
most difficult time we have become more unhealthy; treating ourselves to more unhealthy 
food, drinking more alcohol, have had our previous active healthy habits curtailed and have 
gained more weight. Our awareness campaign from 2019 - which was postponed due to Covid-
19 - has been renewed for this campaign. This campaign encourages us all to set a healthier 
routine over coming months and amidst the Covid journey, and to avail of simple easy steps to 
keep up or to create a new healthy habit, whether that is eating better, getting more physically 
active, or learning how to take care of our mental wellbeing. To view the leaflet for the 
#LetsGetSet campaign, click here. Healthy-Ireland-Lets-Get-Set-Leaflet.pdf 
(agefriendlyireland.ie). You can find a full summary of the campaign and videos here. gov.ie - 
Healthy Ireland - get off the couch (www.gov.ie) 
 
Ministers Humphreys and O’Brien launch Local Economic and Community Plans Guidelines 2021 

 Updated guidelines focus on sustainable development and increased collaboration 
with communities 

The Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys TD, and Minister for 
Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Darragh O’Brien TD, have launched new guidelines 
on the development of Local and Economic Community Plans. Local and Economic Community 
Plans (LECPs) detail how local authorities will support economic and community development 
in their areas over the next six years. The new guidelines will assist with the development of 
the plans for local areas, with a key focus on sustainability, consultation and engagement with 
local communities and businesses. The purpose of the LECP, as provided for in the Local 
Government Reform Act 2014, is to set out for a six-year period, the objectives and actions 
needed to promote and support the economic development and the local and community 
development of the relevant local authority area, both by the local authority directly and in 
partnership with other economic and community development stakeholders. As the 
framework for the economic and community development of the local authority area, the LECP 
is also the primary mechanism at local level to bring forward relevant actions arising from 
national and regional strategies and policies that have a local remit. 

https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=0b3f6945ff857a0633bf84934f790387d3cc55bf&u=https%3A%2F%2Fgalwaycitycommunitynetwork.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc722bbb106ff348118090b624%26id%3D7722788519%26e%3Daf32ae3d08&r=show&d=1122
https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=840f6e4f9b054db447b018c305a846dcc11bef3b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fgalwaycitycommunitynetwork.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc722bbb106ff348118090b624%26id%3Dfc571e0903%26e%3Daf32ae3d08&r=show&d=1122
https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=840f6e4f9b054db447b018c305a846dcc11bef3b&u=https%3A%2F%2Fgalwaycitycommunitynetwork.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc722bbb106ff348118090b624%26id%3Dfc571e0903%26e%3Daf32ae3d08&r=show&d=1122
https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=335b428d5779dd7d4540ec99ed86e0adc88b503e&u=https%3A%2F%2Fgalwaycitycommunitynetwork.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dc722bbb106ff348118090b624%26id%3D6d678e3309%26e%3Daf32ae3d08&r=show&d=1122
https://agefriendlyireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Healthy-Ireland-Lets-Get-Set-Leaflet.pdf
https://agefriendlyireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Healthy-Ireland-Lets-Get-Set-Leaflet.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/8928d-healthy-ireland/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/letsgetset/
https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/8928d-healthy-ireland/?referrer=http://www.gov.ie/letsgetset/
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The guidelines will require local authorities to consider housing needs when formulating both 
the economic and community elements of their LECPs in accordance with the commitment in 
Housing for All, the Government’s national plan for housing to 2030. With the current Local 
and Economic Community Plans coming to an end of their current terms in 2021/2022, these 
new revised guidelines build on the lessons learned from the current LECP cycle, as well as 
reflecting the needs of communities as we emerge from the Pandemic. 
 
The new approach to the process will ensure LECPs are more agile and allow for emerging 
needs. Government will continue to support the development of the LECPs through a series of 
events over the coming months, including an online Introductory Event on the 9th December 
2021. Coinciding with the launch of the guidelines, the Department of Rural and Community 
Development have today launched a Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) 
supports page on the Local Government Management Agency (LGMA) Sharepoint site, which 
is a dedicated portal to engage fully with LCDC members.  
 
The revised LECP Guidelines for the second cycle will provide support to local authorities and 
relevant local partners to develop and implement comprehensive and flexible 6-year plans that 
will support the sustainable development of their areas over the lifetime of the LECP. The Local 
Economic and Community Plans will provide a key framework through which climate action 
interventions can be delivered at local level. 
 
The Department of Rural and Community Development working in partnership with the 
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage convened a high-level inter-agency 
advisory group to oversee drafting of the revised LECP Guidelines. This advisory group included 
representation from the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment; Local Authorities 
and the Regional Assemblies, with opportunities for other Departments to engage in the 
process to ensure relevant cross-Government policies were reflected. 
 
Please see below link for a press release on the launch: https://www.gov.ie/en/press-
release/59c83-ministers-humphreys-and-obrien-launch-local-economic-and-community-
plans-guidelines-2021/  
 

Community Activities Fund  

 Fund to provide small grants for community groups impacted by the pandemic 

 Facilities such as community centres, men’s and women’s sheds, parish halls and youth 
centres to be supported 

 Supporting community groups a key focus of ‘Our Rural Future’ 
 

Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys TD, and Minister of State 
with responsibility for Community Development and Charities, Joe O’Brien TD, have 
announced a €9 million fund to support community groups impacted by COVID-19. The 
Community Activities Fund will support groups, particularly in disadvantaged areas, with their 
running costs such as utility or insurance bills, as well as with improvements to their facilities.  
Groups will also be able to use the funding to carry out necessary repairs and to purchase 
equipment such as tables and chairs, tools and signage, laptops and printers, lawnmowers, 
canopies and training equipment. The allocation to Galway City under this new fund is 
€246,910 with funding administered locally by Galway City Local Community Development 
Committee (LCDC). 

https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1122&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fpress-release%2F59c83-ministers-humphreys-and-obrien-launch-local-economic-and-community-plans-guidelines-2021%2F&t=c698df66a2700286f96a07c70bb1ac3461b6a717
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1122&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fpress-release%2F59c83-ministers-humphreys-and-obrien-launch-local-economic-and-community-plans-guidelines-2021%2F&t=c698df66a2700286f96a07c70bb1ac3461b6a717
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1122&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fpress-release%2F59c83-ministers-humphreys-and-obrien-launch-local-economic-and-community-plans-guidelines-2021%2F&t=c698df66a2700286f96a07c70bb1ac3461b6a717
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In order to allow flexibility, the Department is not setting a national closing date, but will allow 
each LCDC to set its own, to best suit its area. The Department will require that all closing dates 
are no later than 28 February 2022. Similar to the Community Enhancement Programme the 
funding has been allocated to each local authority area using a methodology that takes into 
account the deprivation and population levels in each area, and a base amount of funding to 
each area. The Community Activities Fund (CAF) is funded by the Department of Rural and 
Community Development. Please see the following link for a press release on the launch of the 
CAF at national level by the Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather 
Humphreys TD, and the Minister of State with responsibility for Community Development and 
Charities, Joe O’Brien TD: https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/c53a9-ministers-humphreys-
and-obrien-announce-9-million-community-activities-fund/ 
 
Invitation to the Access Europe Showcase – 13th December 3.30pm – 5pm – ONLINE 
The Access Europe Showcase will take place online on 13th December 2021 from 3.30pm – 
5pm. It will feature results and case studies from year 1 of the programme, and will launch our 
new Access Europe website, EU funding guide, and partnership database. This partnership 
database is an exciting new development for the sector and will enable them to present their 
organisations and EU funding goals to other organisations across Europe to support networking 
and partnership building for EU funded projects. Guest speakers on the day will include the 
Minister of State for European Affairs Thomas Byrne TD and Eamonn Mac Aodha, Director of 
the Parliament and Institutions Team at Ireland’s Permanent Representation to the EU opening 
and closing the event respectively.  Registration is free and easy via our website Access Europe 
Showcase 2021 | The Wheel. Please also feel free to circulate to anyone who might be 
interested in knowing more about EU funding supports.  
 
Christmas Volunteer Roles 
The Christmas season is round the corner and Galway Volunteer Centre are reminding 
organisations and community groups to send in their Christmas opportunities well ahead of 
time. This is to enable us publicize the opportunity as well as attract people who are interested 
in seasonal roles and give ample time to prospective volunteers to apply. If you have not 
thought of your Christmas opportunities, this is the time to start scripting it and sending it to 
us. And if you already have your roles thought of and scripted, the best time to send it to us is 
now. If you need us to meet with you, let us know and we will contact you. We look forward 
to hearing from you. Register a Volunteer Role - Galway Volunteer Centre (volunteergalway.ie) 
   
Over the last 6 months, a small team of dedicated volunteers in the Galway Volunteer Centre 
have developed an IT Triage service and they are ready and willing to advise you on any IT 
challenges you might have.  They have already supported 9 groups and are keen to help where 
we can. Check out the short video above for more info and if you need some advice or support 
click below to complete a very short survey to tell us how we might be able to help you and 
your organisation. GetFeedback 
 
Active Play Campaign - Message No 2. Let's Move and Play Everyday  
HSE Health Promotion & Improvement in partnership with Galway CYPSC Early Years 
Committee and a range of stakeholders are working together on a campaign over the next few 
months to support children 0-1 years to meet the recommended physical activity guidelines.   
Please see details below on Message 2. Let's Move and Play Everyday - I don’t need fancy toys. 
My favourite thing to do is play with you – video clip, information and resources.  As a parent, 

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/c53a9-ministers-humphreys-and-obrien-announce-9-million-community-activities-fund/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/c53a9-ministers-humphreys-and-obrien-announce-9-million-community-activities-fund/
https://www.wheel.ie/training/2021/12/access-europe-showcase-2021
https://www.wheel.ie/training/2021/12/access-europe-showcase-2021
https://volunteergalway.ie/register-a-volunteer-role/?mc_cid=c4d30e7845&mc_eid=220653d6a6
https://www.getfeedback.com/r/u5JxBsW8/ff738be0-a9f0-44a3-8556-5a7cfebe8de7
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you are your child’s first and favourite playmate. From the earliest weeks and months, 
spending time playing with them sends an important message to your baby: you are loved, 
important and fun to be around. Floor based play is a great way to play with your baby and 
enables them to be active several times a day. For more ideas and information to support 
active play for babies please see Active Play Every Day Leaflet & Cards https://bit.ly/3ASrddD 
and visit www.mychild.ie. We would appreciate if you could support this campaign by: 

 Sharing information below through your networks via email and other channels 

 Posting the content below on your social media platforms e.g. Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter etc. using the hashtag   #LetsMoveandPlayEveryday 

 
 

 
 

 
Age Friendly Housing and Public Realm Training   
Age Friendly Housing and Public Realm training was delivered to relevant staff in Galway City 
Council on 30th November 2021. This course was attended by 29 participants, aims to further 
equip participants with essential knowledge and skills to maximise the age friendliness of their 
environment, and to ensure effective planning for older people is adequately considered and 
addressed in housing policy formulation and implementation. This training is currently very 
relevant given the vision of an Age Friendly Ireland in the Programme for Government 2020 
and more significantly the signalled investment in Housing for All. The training was delivered 
by the Age Friendly Ireland’s Principal Advisor on Housing and Public Realm, Tadhg McDonnell 
supported by Age Friendly Ireland.  
 
JAM Card Campaign launched on Monday 15th November 2021  
The Disability Policy Unit, DCEDIY, on behalf of the National Transport Authority (NTA) has 
asked us to circulate the below information regarding the JAM Card Campaign. Transport for 
Ireland along with Bus Éireann, Dublin Bus, Go-Ahead Ireland, Iarnród Éireann, TFI Local Link 
and Luas are continuing our journey to become JAM Card friendly. The Jam Card will assist 
customers using the public transport system and make their experience as stress-free as 
possible. JAM Card allows people with a communication barrier tell others they need ‘Just A 
Minute’ discreetly and easily. The JAM Card© was created by NOW Group, a social enterprise 
that supports people with learning difficulties and autism into jobs with a future and their 
service users told them that they would like a way to relay to people that they need a little 
extra time or patience. Find out more about NOW Group at www.nowgroup.org and JAM 
Card© at www.jamcard.org. 

https://bit.ly/3ASrddD
http://www.mychild.ie/
https://scanner.topsec.com/?r=show&t=0cd46a902a5402073db1172c2e5b61547d58853f&u=www.nowgroup.org&d=1122
https://scanner.topsec.com/?r=show&t=ef8fc5c5d11af5e58872a2685fa390ed2f532587&u=www.jamcard.org&d=1122
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There are 3 message options to choose from: 
1) Please be patient, I have autism 

2) Please be patient, I have a learning disability/difficulty 

3) Please be patient, I have a condition 
 

For those with a learning difficulty, autism or any condition where there can be a 
communication barrier, the JAM Card allows users to relay to others that they may need a little 
extra time in a simple, effective non-verbal manner. The JAM Card is useful when on public 
transport, in a retail or any other customer facing environment. JAM Cards are available for 
collection from a number of stations included Ceannt Station, Galway and you can also request 
one directly from NOW Group by visiting the JAM Card website and filling out the request form. 
 
Galway Public Libraries announce the introduction of JAM Cards in all branches throughout the 
City and County. All staff from Galway Libraries are trained on JAM Card and the initiative was 
facilitated with Dormant Accounts Funding. JAM Card is now available for free as a plastic card 
from any of the twenty-nine Galway Public Libraries, the Mobile Library and Library 
Headquarters in Island House, or if you would prefer not to use the physical card, there is a 
JAM Card app available for Android and iOS. The app allows you to choose your message 
option, leave reviews and find other JAM friendly businesses. 

 

 
 

Minister O’Brien publishes the Dormant Accounts Action Plan 2022  
Joe O’Brien T.D., Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development, 
announced funding of €55.5 million from the Dormant Accounts Fund to address disadvantage 

https://scanner.topsec.com/?r=show&t=ae036ffffa92ddeb5d6dd925ecd50a05a22b6c58&u=https%3A%2F%2Fjamcard.org%2Fjam-card&d=1122
https://scanner.topsec.com/?r=show&t=ae036ffffa92ddeb5d6dd925ecd50a05a22b6c58&u=https%3A%2F%2Fjamcard.org%2Fjam-card&d=1122
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right across the country. Money in the Dormant Accounts Fund can be used to fund measures 
that address economic, social, or educational disadvantage and to support people with a 
disability. The 2022 Action Plan allocates funding of €55.5 million to 42 measures to be 
delivered across 10 Government Departments.  In total, 42 different measures, to the value of 
€55.5 million will be supported under the 2022 Action Plan.  Many measures have been funded 
in previous Action Plans and have now been approved for continued funding in 2022 to enable 
the measures to operate again next year. The majority of approved measures will progress in 
2022, with each Government Department responsible for delivery of their own measures. 
Some examples of measures approved for funding include: 

 €12 million for investment and actions aimed at improving participation in sports in 
disadvantage communities and for persons with disabilities.  

 €2.5 million for Traveller initiatives and services across 5 departments. 

 €5 million for youth and community justice services aimed at countering the influence 
and impacts of crime on young people and in communities. 

 €2.3 million to support social enterprises to address social and economic disadvantage 

 €4.5 million for a youth and family initiatives to provide young people with the soft skills 
needed to improve employability.  

This Action Plan builds on previous plans and ensures continued support for individuals and 
organisations right across the country. Funding under the 2022 Action Plan has increased to 
€55.5 million from €51 million. This builds further on a strong growth in spend in recent years, 
based on the resources in the fund, and compares to €28.5 million approved in the 2016 Action 
Plan.  The Dormant Accounts Action Plan is available from gov.ie - Dormant Accounts Fund: 
Annual Action Plans and Reports (www.gov.ie) 

 
2021 & 2022 Dormant Accounts Funding for LGBTI organisations - Galway City AMACH! LGBT 
Following an application for funding from the Dormant Accounts Fund (DAF) during August 
2021 on behalf of AMACH! LGBT, Galway City Council were pleased with the recent funding 
approved for 2021 and 2022 in an amount of €21,650 to be spent in line with the following 
action, outlined in the National LGBTI Strategy Action 6.3 - Take measures to ensure that 
existing community infrastructure is inclusive and welcoming to LGBTI+ people and consider the 
provision of pop-up LGBTI+ services. Galway City Council will liaise with AMACH! LGBT to agree 
a work plan for this funding.  
 
Minister Feighan publishes Mid-term Review of National Drugs Strategy and Strategic Priorities 
for 2021-2025 
Frank Feighan TD, Minister of State for Public Health, Wellbeing and the National Drugs 
Strategy has published the mid-term review of the national drugs strategy Reducing Harm, 
Supporting Recovery. The strategic action plan contains 50 actions covering the initial four 
period (2017-2020) of Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery. The strategy provides for a mid-
term review to ensure that the aims and direction continue to be appropriate. He also 
announced the six strategic priorities for the remaining four years of the strategy, 2021-2025:  

 strengthen the prevention of drug and alcohol use among children and young people; 

 enhance access and delivery of drug and alcohol services in the community, 

 develop harm reduction responses and integrated care pathways for high-risk drug 
users, 

 address the social determinants and consequences of drugs use in disadvantaged 
communities: 

 promote alternatives to coercive sanctions for drug-related offences: and 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/769773-dormant-accounts-fund-annual-action-plans-and-reports/
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/769773-dormant-accounts-fund-annual-action-plans-and-reports/
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 strengthen evidence-informed and outcomes-focused practice, services, policies and 
strategy implementation. 

 
Disability Participation and Awareness Fund 2021  
The Disability Participation and Awareness Fund is a new funding scheme of the Department 
of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. In 2021, this Fund will be available to 
Local Authorities for their use and/or disbursal.  The purpose of the fund is to provide funding 
for local authorities across Ireland to support the participation of people with disabilities in 
local activities, to help remove barriers to community involvement and to support the 
promotion and implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with 
Disabilities (UNCRPD) in communities. A total of €2.5m will be made available in 2021 to local 
authorities to carry out projects in their local area. Grants under the Fund will be to a maximum 
of €80,000. This funding can be used for both once-off initiatives and short to medium term 
projects. Projects and initiatives should promote the rights of people with disabilities by 
removing barriers to the participation of people with disabilities in their local communities, 
raising awareness of the UNCRPD, and increasing accessibility. 
 
Social Enterprise Capital Grants Scheme 2021  
The Department of Rural and Community Development have this week approved grants 
totalling €19,806 to a range of Social Enterprises in Galway City under the Social Enterprise 
Capital Grants Scheme for 2021. The funding approved by the Department of Rural and 
Community Development ranges in support to a number of small scale capital projects for 
repairs and renovations, new equipment and safety upgrades.   
  

In total 8 Social Enterprises have been approved funding for a variety of projects that will 
enhance their service delivery. The scheme supports one of the key commitments in the 
National Social Enterprise Policy for Ireland 2019-2022 – “Growing and Strengthening Social 
Enterprise” which can be viewed online at National Social Enterprise Policy for Ireland 2019-
2022. This funding was welcomed by Galway City LCDC who look forward to the improved 
service delivery for these Social Enterprises in 2022.  The funding is administered by Galway 
City LCDC. The Social Enterprise Capital Grants Scheme 2021 is funded by the Department of 
Rural and Community Development.  Please see the following link for a press release on the 
launch of the Social Enterprise Capital Grants Scheme at national level by the Minister for Rural 
and Community Development, Heather Humphreys TD: https://www.gov.ie/en/press-
release/1ea57-minister-humphreys-announces-one-million-euro-social-enterprise-capital-
grants-scheme-2021/. For a full list of projects approved under the Social Enterprise Capital 
Grants Scheme please visit www.galwaycity.ie  
 

Online Consultation on the EU Child Guarantee 
Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, Mr. Roderic O’Gorman, T.D., 
has announced the launch of an online consultation process on the EU Child Guarantee. The 
aim of the European Child Guarantee is to prevent and combat social exclusion by guaranteeing 
access of children in need to a set of key services. Agreed by all Member States in June of this 
year, it provides guidance and tools to support children in need: persons under the age of 18 
who are at risk of poverty or social exclusion. In relation to key services identified and agreed, 
Member States have been asked to take into account the specific needs of children and young 
people from disadvantaged backgrounds, such as those experiencing homelessness, 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a416b4-national-social-enterprise-policy-for-ireland-2019-2022/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a416b4-national-social-enterprise-policy-for-ireland-2019-2022/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/1ea57-minister-humphreys-announces-one-million-euro-social-enterprise-capital-grants-scheme-2021/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/1ea57-minister-humphreys-announces-one-million-euro-social-enterprise-capital-grants-scheme-2021/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/1ea57-minister-humphreys-announces-one-million-euro-social-enterprise-capital-grants-scheme-2021/
http://www.galwaycity.ie/
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disabilities, with precarious family situations, migrant, minority racial or ethnic backgrounds or 
those in alternative care. Member States are requested to provide free access to: 

 Early childhood education and care 

 Education (including school-based activities) 

 A healthy meal each school day 

 Healthcare 
In addition, effective access to the following is sought: 

 Nutrition 

 Adequate housing 
Details on how to make a submission are found here: 
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/c18a0-consultation-on-the-eu-child-guarantee/ noting 
that the closing date for submissions is 17th December 2021.  
 

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/c18a0-consultation-on-the-eu-child-guarantee/

