
 

Page | 1 
 

 

 

 

Galway City Community Network 
The Public Participation Network in Galway City 

5th December 2017  

Harbour Hotel 

Plenary Minutes 

Attendance 
Please see below 

Apologies 
 

Welcome & introductions 
Tommy Flaherty, Chairperson, opened the plenary and welcomed members to the meeting. He invited 

those in attendance to share their names and organisations, and noted that there was a microphone 

available to ensure everyone could hear and be heard.  

Ann reminded attendees to sign in so that we could ensure an accurate attendance record for the 

meeting.  

Minutes 
The minutes of the previous Plenary were proposed by Joe Loughnane and seconded by Nichola 

Tierney. 

Matters arising 
There were no matters arising. 

Update 
Ann Irwin, GCCN Co-ordinator gave a presentation on recent GCCN work. The following GCCN Secretariat and 
Linkage Group and representatives’ meetings took meetings took place since September:  
 

• Secretariat – two meetings 

• Environment LG – three including a meeting on Ardaun 

• Social Inclusion & Community Development LG – one meeting 

• Housing & Accommodation LG – one meeting 

• Sports LG – one meeting 

• Economic Development & Enterprise Support LG - initial meeting with reps to re-establish this Linkage 
Group 

• Arts & Culture LG - initial meeting with reps to re-establish this Linkage Group 

• LCDC reps – two meetings 

• JPC pre-meeting - one meeting 
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In addition, the GCCN Co-ordinator updated the meeting on the following: 
 

• Meeting the Green Leaf co-ordinator to develop a collaborative planning event in January. 

• Promoting the Sustainable Development Goals through a workshop organised collaboratively 
with Junior Chamber Galway. 

• Supporting the launch of the Lancet’s Lancet Countdown on Climate Change and the NUI 
Galway Climathon. 

• Supporting the Healthy Ireland Fund process which secured €100,000 for the LCDC to be spent 
by March 2018. Next step is the recruitment of a co-ordinator and strategic planning.  

• Meeting with the co-ordinator of the European Region of Gastronomy and with other 
stakeholders to develop a Galway Food Policy Council.  

• Continued planning for our Housing & accommodation event working with Galway City 
Council.  

• Sligo National PPN conference, attended by 4 members of GCCN 

• Submissions were made to the Ardaun Local Area Plan and to Ireland 2040- the National 
Planning Framework  

 
 

To review the December Plenary update please click here. 

Vacancies for GCCN representatives 
Ann reported the following vacancies for GCCN representatives:  

• Childcare Committee (an ongoing vacancy); 

• Joint Policing Committee (vacancy arising from Irene Murphy’s resignation) 

Ann thanked Irene for her work as a JPC rep and noted that Irene will continue to represent GCCN on 

the LCDC.  

Reports from GCCN Representatives  
Local Community Development Committee 
Terence McDonough reported on the work of the LCDC and plans for 2018 as the new Chairperson of 

that committee. Terry highlighted that there are currently 62 actions in the Local Economic & Community 

Plan, making it difficult to implement and monitor. However, several of the actions have been achieved, 

and several are already the responsibility of other bodies. Thus, the large list of actions can be reduced 

to a manageable size. Terry reported on the LCDC reps’ work to develop the 2018 LECP action plan which 

it is hoped will concentrate on fewer actions, achieve better planning and more effective monitoring 

Environment, Recreation and Amenity SPC 
Eleanor Hough updated the meeting on the work of the Environmental, Recreation and Amenity SPC. 

She highlighted that there has been a lot of discussion on busking recently and traced the development 

of the current draft bye-laws.  The SPC first proposed using a voluntary code of conduct but following a 

decision of the Council the SPC began to develop bye-laws. She noted that these draft bye-laws are now 

open for public consultation and GCCN will make a submission. Regarding the draft Parks bye-laws, 

Galway City Council received 371 submissions and have still not brought a revised set of bye-laws to the 

SPC due to staff shortages. Eleanor noted a concern that issues raised by GCCN reps at the SPC have been 

disallowed as “operational” rather than strategic and therefore outside the remit of the SPC. However 

the SPC has a role in the development and monitoring of policy, and therefore how a policy is 

operationalised is important. Brendan Smith noted that staffing levels in Galway City Council remain a 
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concern. He noted that a number of issues have not been progressed due to staff shortages, including 

the derelict sites register and the Terryland Forest Park Steering Committee.  

Housing SPC  
Diarmaid O’Sullivan gave the report from the Housing SPC. He reported on housing delivery in the city, 

noting that 14 units have been delivered on Ballymoneen Road (with 75 planned in phase II) and 175 

unites are planned at Ballyburke to be delivered by 2020 by Public Private Partnership. 100 further units 

will be delivered through turnkey developments. The Council is developing a land management strategy. 

As of 19 October, there were 37 homeless families in transitional accommodation and 20 rough sleepers 

in the city. The City Council expects to implement a Homeless Action team before Christmas. Diarmaid 

summarised the issues as follows. There are no plans to provide social housing through the Local 

Authority but some will be provided by Approved Housing Bodies. There is a strong reliance on the 

private rental sector which is problematic and there is no sign of the homelessness crisis abating. 

Margaret O’ Riada of the Galway Traveller Movement highlighted the ongoing human rights abuses being 

caused by the Traveller accommodation crisis in the city. Margaret noted that a recent environmental 

health officer report found that up to 50 children are at risk of serious health problems on the temporary 

halting site at Carrowbrowne.  

Transport SPC 
Niall O'Brolchain provided the report from the Transport SPC. He highlighted that transportation in the 

city is in crisis. There are six items which the SPC has identified in its workplan for 2018:  

• Presentations from outside groups, including the Parkmore Action Group; 

• Roll out of pilot schemes;  

• Park and Ride; 

• Horse carriage licences; 

• Flyover/underpasses; 

• City Centre Transport Plan. 

Niall noted that the SPC will hear a presentation from the Connemara Greenway group at its January 

meeting and that the SPC reps had raised the issue of cycle parking in the city following a request at the 

linkage group from An Meitheal Rother. Derrick Hambleton noted his concern that the City Council are 

effectively working from a car-based strategy which imagines the outer bypass as the solution.  

Economic Development, Enterprise Support, Arts & Culture SPC 
Garry Lohan and James Coyne provided the updates from the Economic Development, Enterprise 

Support, Arts & Culture SPC. They noted that the SPC has joint responsibility alongside the Local 

Community Development Committee for the Local Economic and Community Plan. They highlighted that 

they have been raising concerns around the LECP and progress made at the SPC but that there has been 

no substantial discussion of the LECP at the SPC. Regarding culture, they expect that Galway 2020 will 

shortly present to the SPC on plans for community involvement and a legacy for communities, but 

nothing has yet been agreed on this.  

Planning SPC 
Derrick Hambleton gave an update from the Planning SPC. He noted his concern that the SPC is dealing 

with the minutiae of minor issues rather than addressing the large-scale re-development of much of the 

city centre. He noted that the Census revealed that there has been a decline of 1,085 people living in the 

city centre since the previous census and that developers have bought up large areas of the city centre. 
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Joint Policing Committee 
Tommy Flaherty gave the report on the JPC. He noted that the JPC Strategic Plan was agreed at a meeting 

the previous day. He expressed hope that the JPC sub-groups would now begin to meet and progress the 

four areas of the strategy. He noted that the annual public meeting of the JPC is expected in the new 

year.  

Galway Sports Partnership  
Chris Hickey and Aidan Reade updated the meeting on the establishment of the Sports Linkage Group 

and the work of the Galway Sports Partnership. Following a presentation of GCCN at the Sports 

Partnership grants evening the first meeting of the Sports Linkage Group took place and three 

representatives were elected to the Sports Partnership. The third new rep is Kerrieann Faherty. Two 

meetings of the Sports Partnership have been attended since the election of the reps. 

Western Regional Drugs and Alcohol Task Force  
Imelda Gormally updated the meeting on the work of the Western Regional Drugs and Alcohol Taskforce. 

She noted that there is a pilot Galway City community detox programme in operation, but there are no 

primary care alcohol counsellors in Galway City. The “Galway Safe App” has been piloted and is being 

rolled out in GMIT and NUIG. 

European Region of Gastronomy 

Martina Finn provided an update on the European Region of Gastronomy. The ERG Bid-Book, which was 

out of print, has been reprinted and is now available again. The focus of the ERG co-ordinator is to collate 

the activities of the various stakeholders and sectors. There is no additional funding or supports for 

community groups to engage and with the year about to commence it is very difficult to imagine there 

will be meaningful community involvement. The ERG has developed a charter for cafes and restaurants 

which includes a target of 30% local produce, but this target does not reflect the real consumer demand 

for locally grown and sourced produced. Martina is also participating in the establishment of the Galway 

Food Policy Council, which is hoped to be a legacy project of the ERG year.  

 

Motions  
There were no motions tabled by members. 

Any other business  
There was no further business and part I was concluded.  

Signed  _________________________________________ 

 

 

Date  _________________________________________ 

 

  



 

Page | 5 
 

Part II - Community Celebration  
Tommy welcomed the Deputy Mayor Cllr. Mike Cubbard and Galway City CEO Brendan McGrath to the 
meeting. Tommy shared that we’re celebrating GCCN’s role as equal partners making a meaningful 
contribution on the structures on which our representatives are working. He thanked the supported 
councillors and commended the members of the network for their work. The GCCN Co-ordinator 
explained the origin, structure and purpose of GCCN.  She gave the 2017 update of GCCN activities. This 
was followed by a speech from Deputy Mayor Cllr. Mike Cubbard in which he thanked GCCN 
representatives and members for their work and commitment to the network, to their communities and 
to the City of Galway. To download the 2017 review please click here. 
 

Attendance 

Name Organisation 
Aiden Reade Blackrose Racing 

Anne Donnellan Glór Age Action 

Brendan McGrath Galway City CEO 

Brendan Smith Terryland Forest Park 

Caoimhín Ó Maolallaigh Transition Galway 

Caroline Stanley Friends of Merlin Woods 

Chris Hickey Galway School of Judo 

Councillor Colette Connolly Galway City Council 

Councillor Frank Fahy Galway City Council 

Councillor Mike Cubbard Galway City Council 

Dan Clabby Conservation Volunteers 

Derrick Hambleton An Taisce 

Diarmaid O'Sullivan Threshold 

Eleanor Hough Grattan Court Residents' Association 

Fiona Jennings ISPCC 

Gary Lohan Youth Work Ireland Galway 

Imelda Gormally GCP 

James Coyne Westside Resource Centre 

Joe Loughnane Galway Anti-Racism Network 

John Cleary GAFOPL 

Louise Borre Galway Housing Action Group 

Margaret Ó Riada Galway Traveller Movement 

Marian Maloney Action for Equality 

Marjorie White Glór Age Action 

Martin O’Connor COPE Galway 

Martina Finn Third Space Galway 

Nichola Tierney  Westside Age Inclusion Ltd 

Peter Butler Conservation Volunteers 

Shane Foran Galway Cycling Campaign 

Terry McDonough An Tasice 

Tommy Flaherty  Ballybane Community Resource Centre  

Ann Irwin GCCN 

Jamie Gorman GCCN 
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