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Galway City Community Network 
The Public Participation Network in Galway City 

26th September 2018 

Menlo Park Hotel 

Plenary Minutes 

Attendance 
Please see below 

Apologies 
Donnacha Foley (Galway Volunteer Centre) Sarah Simkin (Jigsaw Galway), Margaret O’Riada (Galway 

Traveller Movement), Karen Golden (Galway Simon), Joan Kavanagh (Galway Older Person’s Network), 

Martin O’Connor (COPE Galway). 

Brendan McGrath, CEO Galway City Council, sent apologies to the meeting. Gary McMahon also sent apologies.  
 

Welcome & introductions 
Tommy Flaherty opened the Plenary and welcomed members to the meeting. He invited those in 

attendance to share their names and organisations He noted that there was a microphone available to 

ensure everyone could hear and be heard.  

Minutes 
The minutes of the previous Plenary (June 20th, 2018) had been circulated. They were proposed by John 

Rabbitte, seconded by John Cleary and agreed.  

Matters arising 
There were no matters arising from June minutes 

Presentation to Peter Salmon 
On his retirement Peter Salmon, former Chief Officer of the Local Community Development Committee Galway City 
Council, was invited to attend. A small presentation was made on behalf of GCCN by Tommy Flaherty who outlined 
the appreciation of GCCN for the positive working relationship GCCN enjoyed with Peter. Peter extended his thanks to 
GCCN and outlined the positive relationship he had developed over the years on a personal and working level. 

Vacancies & Linkage Groups 
Ann Irwin, GCCN Coordinator, outlined the GCCN procedures for replacing representatives when 
vacancies occur. It is the responsibility of the Linkage Groups to make nominations to the structures 
under their auspices. If more people are nominated than places available, an election takes place. It is 
GCCN practice to ratify nominations at a Plenary meeting. 
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Ann reported the following vacancies for GCCN representatives:  

• Galway City Partnership Board Representatives – invitations for expressions of interest for 

nominations were circulated to all GCCN members. Elections were due to take place at the Social 

Inclusion meeting that had to be postponed due to adverse weather. 

• Economic, Enterprise Support and Culture SPC – there remains a vacancy on this SPC for the 

arts/culture representative. Maeve Mulrennan (Galway Arts Centre) has agreed to act as interim 

representative. A motion was put to Plenary to this effect and approved. 

• Housing and Accommodation SPC – two vacancies are on this SPC. GCCN is to organise a Housing 

Linkage Group to selects two replacement represents. In the interim Karina Timothy (Threshold) 

and Karen Golden (Galway Simon) have agreed to act as interim reps. A motion was put to 

Plenary to this effect and approved. 

• Western Drugs and Alcohol Task Force – a vacancy currently exists.  

Updates 
Ann Irwin, GCCN Coordinator, gave an update on GCCN activities since the last Plenary. Highlights 
included: 

• The Loving Galway Festival took place between September 20th and 30th. GCCN was one of the 
key partners with Galway City Council, NUI Galway and a number of local environmental groups 
involved in planning, organising, facilitating and running the festival. 

• Galway Environmental Network was launched on September 23rd by Mayor Neil McNelis and 
Professor John Sweeney. 

• Healthy Ireland – GCCN took a lead in developing a Healthy Galway City Strategy and were 
successful in securing funding for Round two. This funding has secured a Co-ordinator and a part-
time LGBTI+ Healthy Worker with funding for a range of activities in the areas of physical activity, 
mental health, sexual health and nutrition. 

• GCCN hosted a public meeting in partnership with Galway Sports Partnership in the Connaught 
Hotel. There was a large attendance present and it provided a platform for work of GCCN. 

• As a member of the Local Community Development Committee Social Inclusion Subgroup, GCCN 
was involved in developing an Equality and Human Rights Statement.  Funding has been secured 
from the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission further develop and implement the 
Equality and Human Rights Statement  

 
The following GCCN Secretariat and Linkage Group and representatives’ meetings took meetings took place since 
March: 

• Secretariat – One meeting (September re-scheduled due to storm Ali) 

• Environment LG – One meeting 

• Social Inclusion & Community Development LG – Rescheduled (due to storm Ali) 

• Housing & Accommodation LG – one meeting 

• Sports LG – Two meetings (one in partnership with GSP) 

• Economic Development & Enterprise Support LG – ongoing work to establish this group 

• Arts & Culture LG - ongoing work to establish this group 

• LCDC reps – two meetings 

• JPC reps - two meetings  
 

Reports from GCCN Representatives  
Tommy briefly went through the role of GCCN Representatives.  Representatives are representing the 

GCCN at SPC and Committee meetings. They receive their mandate from GCCN and not their individual 

organisations. It is at the Linkage Groups where discussions take place on issues and an overall stand on 

items on the agenda.  
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Tommy requested that reports from GCCN Representatives needed to be submitted prior to the Plenary 

and reminded all representatives that it is a condition of GCCN representation to attend Plenary 

meetings.  

Local Community Development Committee 
Terry McDonough (LCDC chair) presented a report.  He outlined that the LCDC now administered funding 

under several programme including: 

• Grants under Healthy Ireland Fund; 

• Grants under the Community Enhancement Programme and Men’s Shed Programme 

• SICAP supported programmes and targeted funding 

He outlined a proposal for a mid-term review of the Local Economic and Community Plan and the ongoing 

frustration involved in negotiating agreement with Galway City Council on this. A motion was endorsed by 

the Plenary to exercise strategic withdrawal by GCCN representatives if an agreement cannot be reached. 

Planning SPC  
There was one meeting of the Planning SPC held in September. There were a number of documents 

discussed in relation to planning which included the Planning and Development Amendment Act (2018) 

and implications in relation to the establishment of an office of Planning Regulator. Information given on 

Public Consultation Document on Urban Developments and Building Heights. Discussion took place briefly 

in relation to this topic but pointed out this was an issue for the Linkage Group.  Also, an opportunity to 

discuss these issues at the Participatory Planning workshop organised by The Environmental Linkage Group 

on Saturday 29th. September. Information given on Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy where decisions 

are made at the North West Regional Meetings. 

A further discussion took place that crossed a number of SPCs and reps that documentation was not been 

given prior to meetings or only the night before. Reps fed back that this gave them little or no time to go 

through documents and prepare for meetings. 

Other reports 
Reports were held over from the following: 

• Environment, Recreation and Amenity SPC 

• Housing SPC  

• Transport SPC 

• Economic Development, Enterprise Support & Culture SPC 

• Joint Policing Committee 

• Galway Sports Partnership  

• Western Regional Drugs and Alcohol Task Force - Currently no rep 

• European Region of Gastronomy - No report received 

 

Meeting with Mayor Niall McNelis 
The Mayor, Niall McNelis addressed the Plenary. The Mayor opened with a talk on the positive 

relationship with the GCCN to date and how he felt that this was beneficial to GCC and communities. 

Members informed the Mayor that there was significant frustration with the lack of engagement with 

Galway 2020. They also highlighted that the commitment to the Champions identified as part of the 

Legacy event had not been fulfilled. 



 

Page | 4 
 

Members also informed the Mayor of their frustration in relation to their representative roles, specifically 

in relation to the late dissemination of material/documentation for meetings and a lack of respect for 

their contribution. 

The Mayor committed to raising issues with Board of Galway 2020 and he also agreed to raise issues with 

the CWO and the Corporate Policy Group of Galway City Council. 

The Mayor requested that GCCN formally write to him in relation to concerns expressed. 

The Mayor finished with an open invitation to GCCN to participate in his work around Mental Health as 

one of the areas that he has prioritised for his term of office. 

Motions  
None 

 

Any other business  
None 

 

Signed  _________________________________________ 

 

 

Date  _________________________________________ 
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Attendance 

Name Organisation 
Mayor Niall McNelis Galway City Council 

Brendan Smith Terryland Forest Park 

Caroline Stanley Friends of Merlin Woods 

Brendan Mulligan Engineer’s Ireland West 

Dan Clabby Conservation Volunteers 

Derrick Hambleton An Taisce 

Karina Timothy Threshold Galway 

Eleanor Hough Grattan Court Residents' Association 

James Coyne Westside Resource Centre 

Joe Loughnane Galway Anti-Racism Network 

John Cleary Galway Age Friendly Older People’s Council 

Maeve Mulrennan Galway Arts Centre 

Marian Maloney Action for Equality 

Nichola Tierney Westside Age Inclusion 

Chris Hickey Galway Judo Association 

Aidan Reade Black Rose Cycling 

John Rabbitte Woodlawn Residents Association 

Imelda Gormally Galway City Partnership 

Shane Foran Galway Cycling Campaign 

Ann Irwin GCCN 

Fiona Blaney GCCN 

 


