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Galway Transport Strategy

Introduction

• This Transport Strategy will facilitate Galway with an 
opportunity to grow both physically and 
economically, offering better transport choices, and 
creating a public realm to be enjoyed by residents 
and visitors alike. This in turn will underpin the 
objectives of the existing and future City and County 
Development Plans.

• Our vision is to create “a connected city region 
driven by smarter mobility”.

• The Strategy will provide a framework for 
implementing transport proposals in Galway over 
the next 20 years (an “Integrated Transport 
Management Programme”).
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Galway Transport Strategy

Current Issues facing Transport in Galway

• An over-reliance on private car travel;

• Significant dispersed traffic movements to, 
through and around the city centre area;

• Constraints to national, regional and local 
transport movements, all of which funnel 
through Galway City, including all 
movement to and from Connemara;

• Limited bridge crossings on the River 
Corrib;

• Key junctions operating over capacity;

• An inappropriate mix of transport modes 
in the city centre due to limited road space 
for all transport modes (resulting impacts 
for public transport and active modes);

• Significant peak-hour congestion and 
journey time unreliability and associated 
safety concerns;

• A public transport service and network in 
need of enhanced capacity and additional 
priority; and

• A limited, discontinuous cycle network.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Current Travel Patterns in City

23%
of City population travel on foot

5%
of City population travel by bicycle

8%
of City population travel by Bus/
Coach

<1%
of City population travel by Train

60%
of City population are driving in a 
car/van

Source :
This data is from Census 2011
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Journey Types
The Transport Strategy needs to cater for 
a wide range of journey types, with travel 
demand generated within and between: 

- The Central City Area;

- The Outer City; and

- The wider Regional Area (approx. 
50% of traffic generated originates 
from this wider dispersed area) 

The highest 
concentration of trips 

in Galway occurs 
between 8am and 

9am
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Initial Public Consultation

Initial public consultation was held in May 2015. 

Main themes and issues arising were:

• Public transport in the city needs improvement generally;

• Cycle lanes should be improved generally;

• A light rail system should be considered;

• The bus lane network should be extended;

• A bypass of Galway City is not necessary;

• Public transport needs to support travel to schools; and

• Park and Ride sites should be introduced.
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Transport Strategy 
Principles

Principle

1
Principle

2
Principle

3

To promote and encourage 
sustainable transport, and in 

particular to make it convenient 
and attractive to walk, cycle or 

use public transport.

To achieve the vision,
the guiding principles
underpinning the
development of the
Transport Strategy are:

To improve accessibility and 
permeability to, and within, the 

city centre for pedestrians, 
cyclists and public transport 

users, while also maintaining an 
appropriate level

of access for vehicular traffic 
for commercial and retail 

purposes.

To maximise the safety and 
security of pedestrians, cyclists 

and other transport users, 
particularly within the core city 

centre.
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Principle

4
Principle

5
Principle

7
Principle

6

To manage and increase 
transport capacity, where 
necessary, for the efficient 

movement of people and goods 
into and within the city.

To provide opportunities to 
enhance the city centre Public 

Realm through traffic 
management and transport 

interventions.

To maintain and develop transport 
infrastructure and services to a 

high degree of quality and 
resilience.

To adopt a ‘smarter 
technology’ approach to all 

transport interventions, 
whereby transport 

infrastructure and services are 
future-proofed.

The vision of Galway City Council and Galway County Council for transport for Galway is to create    

“a connected city region driven by smarter mobility”.

Transport Strategy 
Principles
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Galway Transport Strategy

Planning Policy Context

• Complies and is consistent with 
National and Regional Land-use 
and Transport Policy;

• Incorporates objectives of City 
and County Development Plans; 
and 

• Builds on previous transport 
studies undertaken for Galway.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Approach & Methodology

Strategic Objectives

• Economic – to give value for money, and 
support Galway’s function as a regional centre;

• Safety – to achieve a safer environment for all 
transport modes, and facilitate a healthier 
lifestyle;

• Environment – to facilitate better integration 
between transport and urban form, thereby 
minimising harmful transport emissions;

• Integration – to provide for integration of 
transport modes and land use planning and 
policies; and

• Accessibility & Social Inclusion – to improve 
multi-modal accessibility, and provide a 
socially inclusive transport network.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Approach & Methodology
Project Appraisal
Transport Model – NTA’s Western Regional Model (WRM): 
- multi modal model (car, public transport, walking and 

cycling); 
- Land-use forecasts based on National, Regional and 

Local (e.g. County and City Development Plans);
- AM and PM peak plus inter peak model output periods.

Networks Appraisal – Based on the Dept. of Transport 
Guidelines on a Common Appraisal Framework for 
Transport Projects and Programmes (CAF)

Scenario Testing
As the transport strategy developed, the WRM Model has 
been used to evaluate and compare combinations of 
transport networks options to determine the most 
appropriate overall integrated Transport Strategy proposals. 
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Galway Transport Strategy

Consideration of Alternatives
Q - Would an orbital bus service running along the N6 perform better than a bus 
service running through the city centre?
A - No

0

Passenger Boardings per Hour

1,200

400

Boardings on route if 
operated via Centre

Boardings on 
route if operated 
as an Orbital

Salmon Weir 
Bridge 

Quincentenary 
Bridge 

- Hourly boardings for an Orbital service are approximately half of the boardings for an equivalent service routed via 
the city centre (limited demand for services outside of peak times); 

- Cross-city bus services via the city centre will be both more attractive to passengers and more financially viable 
than operating orbital services (sustained demand for services throughout the day).

Orbital

Via Centre
800

1,600
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Galway Transport Strategy

Consideration of Alternatives
Q - Would a light rail transit service 
running through the city centre 
perform better than an equivalent bus 
service?
A – No.

• Model forecast is for a maximum of 1100 
passengers per hour per direction.

• Peak period occupancy levels for LRT service 
are less than 30% of capacity for an 
acceptable frequency of service provision.

• Capital Costs (including Fleet Purchase) of 
LRT > 10 times for bus.

• Light Rail is not therefore appropriate or cost 
effective.

80-
90%
space taken a on a
standard bus

20-25%
space taken a on a light
rail tram
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Galway Transport Strategy

Consideration of Alternatives
Q - Is it necessary to build a new orbital road if we can improve the public transport, 
walking and cycling network?
A - Yes

Travel Time comparison with and without N6 Galway City Ring Road• Existing road network significantly 
over capacity during peak periods;

• Delay on the road network would 
be increased with the 
implementation of public transport 
improvements and cycle lanes 
without major road improvements;

• Reducing travel congestion requires 
improvement to public transport, 
cycle and walking provision, and a 
new N6 Galway City Ring Road.

Travel time on transport networks
without any major improvements

Increased delay on transport network with public transport and
cycle/walk improvements only (No N6 Ring Road)

Reduced delay on transport network with public transport
and cycle/walk improvements, with N6 Ring Road
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Galway Transport Strategy

Consideration of Alternatives
Q - Is it necessary to build a new orbital road if we can improve the public transport, 
walking and cycling network?

A: Yes

Quincentenary Bridge 

• A new road link to the north of the City, plus 
active travel and public transport measures, 
results in a reduction in traffic volumes on 
the Quincentenary Bridge and Wolfe Tone 
Bridge of approximately 20% in both cases. 

• This improves journey time reliability within 
the City Centre for all transport modes.

• Public transport journey times will reduce 
and become much more reliable through 
the city centre with the inclusion of the new 
road link.

Transport network with public transport and
cycle/walk improvements only (No N6 Galway 
City Ring Road)

Transport network with public transport and
cycle/walk improvements and N6 Galway City 
Ring Road
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Galway Transport Strategy

Traffic Networks – Strategy 

Aims – Road Network

• To reduce through-car movement and 
traffic speeds in the city centre;

• To prioritise public transport 
movements in the city centre area;

• To provide a resilient road network 
such that all travellers have a reliable 
journey time; and

• To provide road network 
improvements to cater for those 
journeys which cannot be made by 
public transport, by cycling or on foot.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Traffic Networks – Strategy 

Aims – Parking

• To provide efficient access arrangements for city centre car 
parks;

• To ensure that parking charges do not undermine public 
transport services; and

• To reduce the impact of parking on the city centre environment 
and the movement of buses, cyclists and pedestrians.

Aims – HGV Management

• To restrict HGV access to the city centre to only those vehicles 
of an appropriate size with destinations (or origins) in the city 
centre; and

• Management of HGV movements to and from Galway Port.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Traffic Networks - Proposals

Galway City Access Network

• Clearly defined access 
routes for key city centre 
destinations, supported by 
implementation of a 
wayfinding and signage 
programme; 

• Local orbital routes to 
bypass city centre via 
Wolfe Tone Bridge 
(southern route) and 
Quincentenary 
Bridge(northern route);

• Defined Inner City Eastern 
Access Route (linking the 
Headford Road with Lough 
Atalia).
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Galway Transport Strategy

Traffic Networks - Proposals
The ‘Cross City Link’

• Core route through the city centre restricted to use by 
public transport, pedestrians, cyclists, and local vehicular 
access only.

• Route from University Road, across Salmon Weir Bridge, 
along Eglinton Street, through Eyre Square, along Forster 
Street and onto College Road.

• Traffic access restrictions at Salmon Weir Bridge to the 
west and College Road to the east.

• New pedestrian bridge south of and parallel to the Salmon 
Weir Bridge.

• Restrictions on through traffic to be introduced in the city 
centre, creating an enhanced environment for walking, 
cycling and better pubic transport accessibility.

• Passenger numbers on Salmon Weir Bridge in the peak hour 
remain the same, but are now travelling  by sustainable 
modes only.

Bus Priority from University 
Road, through Eyre Square, to 
Moneenageisha

City Centre Access Network

Improved Pedestrian/Cycle 
Environment in City Centre

Car park access facilitated
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Galway Transport Strategy

Traffic Networks - Proposals

City Centre

• Reallocation of some road space from car 
usage to public transport, walking and 
cycling;

• Enhanced city centre accessibility;

• Emphasis on managed Multi Storey Car Parks 
(MSCPs);

• Managed city centre delivery strategy to be 
implemented (including restrictions on 
delivery times and vehicle sizes);

• HGV Port access designated via Lough Atalia 
Road only.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Traffic Networks - Proposals

The N6 Galway City Ring Road

• Most appropriate route for a ring road 
identified by Galway County Council and 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII);

• Project currently progressing through 
scheme design and environmental 
assessment;

• Transport modelling indicates clear benefits 
in terms of reassignment of ‘through’ traffic 
(national, regional and some local orbital 
movements) from city centre;

• Supports the reallocation of road space for 
public transport, walking and cycling in the 
city centre as part of an integrated 
transport solution for Galway.

26



Aonad Iompair na 
Gaillimhe Galway 
Transport Unit

5. Local Public Transport

27



Galway Transport Strategy

Local Public Transport - Strategy

Aims 

• To maximise the patronage of public transport by 
providing a high frequency core public transport network;

• To provide city-wide network coverage / connectivity to 
all parts of the city;

• To provide guaranteed and reliable journey times;

• To maximise the range of destinations served by 
providing convenient interchanges between public 
transport services serving the city; and

• To enhance the integrated ticketing (Leap card) offer for 
the area, increasing transfer opportunities between modes 
and routes, and improving access for school children.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Local Public Transport - Proposals

Proposed Bus Network

• High frequency core bus routes;

• Secondary bus routes at lower 
frequency;

• Provision of Park and Ride at key 
locations on core bus network routes 
(integrated with public transport 
journey fares);

• Priority infrastructure requirements 
determined along the core bus routes; 

• To be implemented over the short to 
medium term, with some 
improvements on radial routes already 
in planning and at implementation 
stage.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Local Public Transport - Proposals

Proposed Bus Services

• Existing bus network 
rationalised to 5 cross-city 
services;

• All routes will serve major city 
centre trip attractors as well as 
linking all major destinations 
across the city

• Aim to achieve a minimum 
service frequency  of 15mins or 
better at peak times

• Retention of a high frequency 
service throughout the day

• Requires investment in and 
expansion of the current bus fleet.
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Local Public Transport - Proposals

Network Catchment within 10 mins walking distance
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Galway Transport Strategy

Local Public Transport - Proposals

City Centre Public Transport Interchange
• Provision of high quality interchanges in the city 

centre:
 Bus-Bus - Eyre Square and University Road
 Bus-Regional / Inter-City - Eyre Square (Ceannt Station 

and Fairgreen Coach Station)
 Bus-Rail - Ceannt Station

• Cross ticketing – transfer between services without 
additional charges.

Supporting measures including:
• Upgrading of bus fleet;
• Bus Stop Infrastructure upgrading;
• Simplified ticketing, fare structure and payment; and
• Marketing and branding.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Regional Public Transport - Regional / Inter-city Commuter 
Bus and Coach Network

Aims 

• To ensure reliable journey times for 
Regional and Inter-City Bus services on 
approach to, and within Galway City;

• To accommodate good access in and 
out of bus/coach termini in the city 
centre;

• To facilitate high quality interchange 
between regional and local public 
transport services in the city centre.

Regional and Inter-City Bus services will be 
able to avail of the benefits provided by the 
Core bus network infrastructure and city 
Centre traffic management proposals under 
the Transport Strategy.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Regional Public Transport - Rail

Aims 

• To increase frequency of regional 
rail services, subject to sufficient 
passenger demand and usage.

• To improve interchange between 
inter-city and regional rail and local 
public transport. 

The NTA will work closely with Irish Rail 
and Galway City Council to improve 
interchange in the city centre through 
upgrading of facilities at Ceannt Station 
and Eyre Square.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Regional Public Transport – Park & Ride

• High proportion of travel with one end of the journey 
outside the city.

• P&R sites proposed on multiple approaches to the 
city;

• Served by ‘normal’ scheduled bus services on core bus 
network;

- maximises the financial viability; and
- offers a wider range of destinations through interchange 

points on core bus network.

• P&R will offer an attractive alternative to the private 
car for those accessing the city from the county and 
wider region.

• Suitable sites for Park and Ride will be identified as part 
of the core bus network development.

• Capacity of P&Rs will grow organically over time as 
demand increases.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Aims 

• To provide suitable drop-off / pick up 
locations in the City Centre;

• Provision of managed layover coach 
parking areas outside of the cote city 
centre area.

It is proposed to implement designated 
managed coach layover sites at:

• Galway Cathedral

• Merchants Road

Regional Public Transport - Tourist Coach Management
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Galway Transport Strategy

To provide a ‘trunk’ primary 
cycle network which will provide 
a convenient and safe route for 
medium-distance radial 
commuter / leisure journeys;

To provide a secondary cycle network 
which will provide a recognisable grid 
network for local journeys, and will be 
connected to the Primary Network for 
longer journeys; and

To increase options 
for cycling in, and 
across the city 
centre.

Cycling – Strategy
Aims
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Galway Transport Strategy

Cycling – Proposals

Cycle Network

• Network builds on existing proposals 
developed by Galway City and County 
Councils.

• Infrastructure requirements determined 
along the core cycle network routes 
and included in the Transport Strategy.

• Greenway network to be advanced, 
including the Oranmore-City Centre-
Bearna links.

• To be implemented over the short to 
medium term, with concentration 
initially on the primary network and 
city centre.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Cycling – Proposals

Supporting Measures

• Expansion of the Galway Bike Scheme (next 
phase to include NUIG and UHG);

• Bicycle Parking Upgrade Programme to be rolled 
out across city and other town centres within the 
region, and at key points along cycle routes;

• Implementation of permeability measures within 
city centre and residential areas;

• Implementation of a cycle route wayfinding
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Galway Transport Strategy

Walking – Strategy

Aims 

• To provide improvements for pedestrians along 
city centre public transport corridors;

• To provide priority for pedestrians over 
vehicular traffic at key locations;

• To increase legibility and wayfinding for 
pedestrian movement;

• To increase the quality, comfort, accessibility 
and safety of the pedestrian environment.
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Walking – Proposals

Pedestrian Network:
• Improvements to road junctions and 

conversion of roundabouts to signalised 
junctions, providing dedicated pedestrian 
crossings;

• Creation of permeable pedestrian 
environments in residential areas;

• In conjunction with An Garda Síochana, carry 
out regular speed limit reviews and examine 
the introduction of lower speed limits in the 
city centre and on residential streets;

• Focus on parking enforcement;
• Removal of unnecessary street ‘clutter’; and
• Implementation of a Public Realm 

Enhancement Programme, consistent with the 
City Council’s Public Realm Strategy.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Public Realm – Cross City Link

Opportunity to link ‘places’ and create new ‘spaces’ 
along a strong pedestrian spine through the core 
city centre area:

• University Road

• Cathedral Quarter (including new pedestrian bridge 
crossing of the River Corrib)

• Courthouse (Waterside)

• St Francis Street / Eglinton Street

• Eyre Square

• Ceannt Station Quarter

• College Road (including ‘Sportsgrounds’)
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Public Realm – ‘Cross City Link’
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Public Realm – Proposals
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Public Realm – Proposals
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Galway Transport Strategy

Complementary Measures – Smarter Mobility

Galway has been at the forefront 
of using intelligent transport 
solutions (ITS) to manage 
transport systems and 
infrastructure.

The Transport Strategy recognises 
this and sets an ambition that all 
future transport interventions will 
be based on the implementation of 
Smarter Mobility policies and 
consideration of ITS as a means of 
improving the overall transport 
experience in Galway.

“a connected city 
region driven by 

smarter mobility”

Complementary smarter mobility 
initiatives in the Strategy include: 
• Maintaining, expanding, and integrating 

Galway City Council’s Urban Traffic 
Management Centre (UTMC);

• Enhancement of integrated ticketing 
service offered by the Leap Card and 
provide a universal method of payment 
across all modes;

• Creating and operating a smart parking 
system for Galway City;

• Creating a smart street lighting system 
for Galway;

• Providing an integrated way-finding 
system for all modes; and

• Encouraging and providing for electric 
vehicle usage over time.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Complementary Measures – Land-use Integration
Objectives of Development Plans to:

• Concentrate trip intensive development in 
city centre and along public transport 
corridors;

• Prioritise residential development along 
public transport corridors;

• Implement mobility management planning 
at places of employment.

Outcomes:

• Reduction in the need to travel;

• Reduction in distances travelled;

• Reduction the time taken to travel;

• Uptake in walking and cycling; and

• Uptake in public transport use.
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Galway Transport Strategy

Complementary Measures – Travel to places of Education

School and College travel is a critical 
factor affecting transport in Galway.

• Proposed public transport and cycle 
networks ensures a high level of 
accessibility to schools and colleges;

• Needs to be supported by behavioural 
change programmes at source (e.g. 
Green Schools Travel Programme).
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• Framework for the long term build-out
of transport in Galway City and environs 
for the next 20 years;

• Delivered through a series of multi-
annual Implementation Plans which will 
be agreed between the Councils and 
funding agencies, in particular the NTA.

• Implementation plans will set out short 
term delivery programmes for the 
proposals of the Galway Transport 
Strategy, ensuring Strategy delivered in a 
timely and efficient manner.

• Provision will be made for the periodic 
review of the Strategy. 

• Strategy will be phased over three broad 
time bands, Short Term, Medium Term 
and Long Term.

Implementation
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The implementation of the proposals set out in this study will result in 
positive outcomes for Galway, providing long-term transport, tourism, 
commercial/retail and public realm benefits for the City and its environs. 

Outcomes
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• A unique opportunity to facilitate new transport 
infrastructure: 

‒ Public Transport – high quality, high frequency bus service

‒ Walking and Cycling – including public realm enhancement 
associated with the ‘Cross City Link’ project

‒ Road Network - providing improved access and movement 
across and within Galway City and environs, and facilitating 
the development of a strategic relief road which will meet 
the long term road capacity requirements of the city, as well 
as offering vastly improved accessibility to the west of 
County Galway

The implementation of the proposals set out in this study will result in 
positive outcomes for Galway, providing long-term transport, tourism, 
commercial/retail and public realm benefits for the City and its environs. 

Outcomes

• Future-proofing the city to ensure Galway 
can continue to grow as an economic and 
cultural centre in the West of Ireland;

• Improved efficiency of overall transport 
network by optimising the use of limited 
City Centre road space;

• Improved environment, urban realm and 
ambience – freeing up more space where 
people can walk, shop, socialise and 
appreciate their surroundings

• Resulting Tourism, commercial and retail 
benefits; 

55



Aonad Iompair na 
Gaillimhe Galway 
Transport Unit

10. Next Steps 

56



Galway Transport Strategy

Next Steps

• Presentation to Transport SPC & 
Consultation with Key Stakeholders;

• Finalisation of draft report and completion 
SEA /AA;

• Public Consultation, including public 
information meetings;  

• Publication of Galway Transport Strategy; 
and

• Incorporation into draft Galway City 
Development Plan 2017-2023.
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Questions & 
Answers
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