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This document has been prepared as part of the first s
preparation of the Draft City Development Plan 2017
intended to help  create debate on planning issues that the new 
Plan might address.  
 

How do I make a submission? 
Submissions can be sent By Post and addressed to 
Planner, Planning Department, City Hall, College Road, Galway.
 
They may also be made by E-Mail to  devplan@galwaycity.ie
 

When is the closing date for submissions?
All submissions should be lodged not later than 4pm on Monday 
23rd March 2015.  
 
All submissions lodged within the above period will be taken into 
consideration prior to the preparation of the new Draft City Plan. 
There will also be other opportunities later in the process for you to 
make additional submissions.  
 

What should my submission include? 
Submissions should be marked Development Plan Review
should state the name of the person making the submission and 
where relevant, the body represented. 
 
Submissions should relate to planning issues that you consider 
important in the City. This Issues Paper includes 
information and questions for consideration. Two 

This document has been prepared as part of the first stage in the 
2017-2023. It is 

debate on planning issues that the new 

ost and addressed to the Senior 
Planner, Planning Department, City Hall, College Road, Galway. 

devplan@galwaycity.ie   

When is the closing date for submissions? 
4pm on Monday 

All submissions lodged within the above period will be taken into 
onsideration prior to the preparation of the new Draft City Plan. 

be other opportunities later in the process for you to 

Development Plan Review and 
should state the name of the person making the submission and 

should relate to planning issues that you consider 
aper includes background 

Two information 

leaflets - Making of a Development Plan/Guide to  Making a Submission

is also available on the Council’s website www.galwaycity.ie
It should be noted that in accordance with legislation, 
proposals for zoning of particular land for any purpose 
considered at this stage of the plan process. 
 

Where can I find out more? 
Further information is available on our website 
 
Public information Sessions where you can meet with 
Plan Team and discuss your planning issues will be held as follows:
 
Date  Day  Location Time

 
23rd February  Monday  Connacht Hotel, Dublin Rd. 
24

th
 February Tuesday  The Menlo Park Hotel

25
th

 February Wednesday Westwood Hotel
26

th
 February Thursday Knocknacarra 

Community Centre
27

th
 February  Friday  Galway City Council 

    College Road.

 
 
A weekly Development Plan Drop-In Clinic

located in City Hall every Thursday from 2-4pm up 
to the 23rd March will also give an opportunity to 
talk to the Team about planning issues.  
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Making of a Development Plan/Guide to  Making a Submission 
www.galwaycity.ie  

in accordance with legislation, requests or 
proposals for zoning of particular land for any purpose cannot be 
considered at this stage of the plan process.  

Further information is available on our website www.galwaycity.ie  

can meet with the Development 
nd discuss your planning issues will be held as follows:  

Time   

Connacht Hotel, Dublin Rd. 4pm-8pm 
The Menlo Park Hotel   4pm-8pm 
Westwood Hotel       4pm-8pm 
Knocknacarra     4pm-8pm 
Community Centre  
Galway City Council   10am -4pm 
College Road.  

In Clinic, 
4pm up 

will also give an opportunity to 

 

Have your say 

Abair do Chuid 
 



 

Introduction 
 

Galway City Council commences the preparation of a new 
Development Plan on the 23rd  January  2015. The making of the City 
Development plan is one of the most important functions of the City 
Council. The new Galway City Development Plan will provide for th
planning and sustainable development of the City from 201
2023.   
The Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended
the plan to be prepared as a three-stage process spanning a period 
of 99 weeks. Stage 1 is a pre-draft stage; Stage 2 is p
the Draft Plan and Stage 3 is the making of the Development Plan.
timetable of the process is set out at the back of the document
 
Pre-Draft Stage 

The Pre-Draft Stage allows for public consultation at the very outset 
of the Plan making process. This is important so that the 
Development Plan reflects the aspirations and concerns of a wide 
range of people including the general public, voluntary bodies and 
statutory agencies at local, regional and national level.
groups or associations representing the interests of children are also
encouraged to make submissions. 
 
This issues paper has been prepared as part of the 
to highlight what policies the next Development Plan might include 
and to stimulate debate with regard to how best they might be 
addressed in the Plan. It deals with the main planning issues. It is 
not exhaustive and doesn’t limit the number of topics deemed 
relevant for making a submission. 

Galway City Council commences the preparation of a new 
. The making of the City 

Development plan is one of the most important functions of the City 
Council. The new Galway City Development Plan will provide for the 

ity from 2017 to 

as amended provides for 
stage process spanning a period 

draft stage; Stage 2 is preparation of 
the Draft Plan and Stage 3 is the making of the Development Plan. A 

at the back of the document. 
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process. This is important so that the 

Development Plan reflects the aspirations and concerns of a wide 
range of people including the general public, voluntary bodies and 
statutory agencies at local, regional and national level. Children,  

ations representing the interests of children are also 

This issues paper has been prepared as part of the Pre-Draft Stage, 
to highlight what policies the next Development Plan might include 

rd to how best they might be 
addressed in the Plan. It deals with the main planning issues. It is 
not exhaustive and doesn’t limit the number of topics deemed 

 
 
The range of topics are set out as 
follows: 
 

• Overall Development Plan 
Strategy  

• Transportation 

• Residential Development and 
Population 

• Built and Archaeological Heritage 

• Employment and Enterprise 

• Urban Design 

• Natural Heritage, Recreation and Amenity 

• Community and Culture 

• Environment and Infrastructure 

• Environmental Assessments 
 

Further guidance on what is the 
general remit of a Development 
Plan is included in the appendices 
and includes: 
 

• Objectives to be included in 
the Plan as set out in 
legislation. 

• Guidelines and Strategies to 
be considered.  

• Contact details for the City Councillors. 
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Natural Heritage, Recreation and Amenity  

ontact details for the City Councillors.  



 

 

Development Plan Strategy 
 

Introduction 

The context of the economy, the natural and built 
likely population growth and the settlement and transportation 
strategies all contribute to the overall strategy which will influence 
the sustainable growth of the city into the longer term. The strategy 
must take account of the position of the city in the
and regional spatial policy context and demonstrate consistency 
with the National Spatial Strategy and the Regional Planning 
Guidelines. It is evidenced based and sets out the priorities in 
respect of the future development and use of land and resources in 
the city.  
 
Review 

The strategies and policies 
promoted in the Plan 
acknowledge the potential the 
city has for achieving the 
national objectives of balanced 
regional growth and its role as 
a key economic driver within 
the West Region. The current 
Plan incorporated for the first 
time a Core Strategy. It 
summarised the key planning parameters and priorities including 
the level of population growth for the city. The core
concluded that there was not a requirement to increase the 
undeveloped residential zoning in the city significantly from that 
already provided for in the Development Plan.   
 

natural and built environment, 
likely population growth and the settlement and transportation 

gy which will influence 
the sustainable growth of the city into the longer term. The strategy 

the wider national 
and regional spatial policy context and demonstrate consistency 

tegy and the Regional Planning 
sets out the priorities in 

respect of the future development and use of land and resources in 

parameters and priorities including 
. The core strategy 

concluded that there was not a requirement to increase the 
undeveloped residential zoning in the city significantly from that 

The direction for development as in the previous
sought to focus a significant amount of development into the east side 
of the city at Ardaun, to consolidate development in the newer suburbs 
of Knocknacarra, Castlegar 
and Doughiska and to 
capitalise on the brownfield 
sites at Ceannt Station and 
the Harbour area. The 
Headford Road area (south of 
the Bodkin Roundabout) was 
also designated a Local Area 
Plan area with the 
anticipation of future 
regeneration. Brownfield sites and the Headford R
for significant employment opportunities as well as residential 
accommodation. 
In addition further consolidation of existing business and technology 
parks within the city and on the edge are considered 
address economic needs in conjunction with city centre development 
/expansion.  
 
The core strategy also gave specific consideration to future retail 
development and concluded that lands zoned for commercial purposes 
would be able to accommodate this dem
significant level of retail floorspace has been granted permission and 
has not yet been developed. This indicates that future demand can be 
easily accommodated, has sufficient geographical spread and will be 
linked into the main public transport routes.
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The direction for development as in the previous 2005-2011 plan 
to focus a significant amount of development into the east side 

of the city at Ardaun, to consolidate development in the newer suburbs 

d the Headford Road area will provide 
for significant employment opportunities as well as residential 

In addition further consolidation of existing business and technology 
parks within the city and on the edge are considered in the Plan to 
address economic needs in conjunction with city centre development 

The core strategy also gave specific consideration to future retail 
development and concluded that lands zoned for commercial purposes 

be able to accommodate this demand. It is also noted that a 
significant level of retail floorspace has been granted permission and 
has not yet been developed. This indicates that future demand can be 
easily accommodated, has sufficient geographical spread and will be 

n public transport routes. 



 

 
Some Questions to consider: 
 

How can the city maintain its role as a 
gateway city and a driver of economic 
development in the region? 
 
What are the key issues that the next 
Development Plan should focus on? 
 
What  measures can be taken to 
encourage people to  live and work in  
Galway City? 
 

New Plan 

The National Spatial Strategy will be reviewed this year and the new 
plan will take account of any changes arising from that review. At 
regional level, the Regional Authority structure has changed and the 
new plan will take account of any changes which may be likely to 
arise.  
 
New population projections have been carried out by the CSO which 
reflect lower levels of growth than previous targets outlined 
DECLG and the new plan will take account of these projecti
Notwithstanding the current economic situation, 
likely to continue as a significant growth location, the new plan will 
continue to focus its policies and objectives on promoting the city as 
an attractive place to work and live. As part of the review process, 
recommendations from environmental assessments (SEA, HDA, 
Flood Risk) will inform the preparation of the Plan. C
adaptation and mitigation considerations will also be
into policy having regard to the National Climate Change 
Framework. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The National Spatial Strategy will be reviewed this year and the new 
plan will take account of any changes arising from that review. At 
regional level, the Regional Authority structure has changed and the 

ll take account of any changes which may be likely to 

projections have been carried out by the CSO which 
reflect lower levels of growth than previous targets outlined by the 

new plan will take account of these projections. 
 Galway City is 

likely to continue as a significant growth location, the new plan will 
continue to focus its policies and objectives on promoting the city as 

of the review process, 
recommendations from environmental assessments (SEA, HDA, 
Flood Risk) will inform the preparation of the Plan. Climate 

will also be incorporated 
hange Adaptation 
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Transportation 
 
Introduction 

The Development Plan has a 
strategic aim, to integrate 
sustainable land use with a 
transportation system that is based 
on smarter travel principles. Current 
policy seeks to ensure the most 
efficient and sustainable use of land 
and to facilitate access to a range of 
transport modes, accessible to all sections of the community.
While the Council is not a transport provider, the land us
objectives and policies in the plan contribute to the development 
and the viability of a sustainable integrated transportation system 
for the city including car, bus, rail, walk and cycle.  
 
Review 

Policy in the current Plan was influenced by the 
Transportation Unit and the change in transport policy at a national 
level with a move from a more roads based policy to a recognition 
of the need for more sustainable integrated transportation policy 
with the introduction of ‘Smarter Travel – A Sustainabl
Future 2009-2020‘ and the National Cycle Policy Framework.
 
Significant focus was placed on an improved bus network, 
strengthened by an East - West Rapid Transit Route which would 
have a capacity to extend into the future settlement at Ardaun
able to serve and connect the main suburban areas, the main 

According to the 2011 

Census…

 

The most popular means of 

travelling

car which accounts for 59.7% of 

all journeys.

 

Proportionally more commuters 

walked to work in Galway with 

17 per cent walking compared to 

14.5 per cent in Dublin 

 

4.9% of commuters cycled to 

work in Galway

transport modes, accessible to all sections of the community. 
ouncil is not a transport provider, the land use 

objectives and policies in the plan contribute to the development 
and the viability of a sustainable integrated transportation system 

by the Galway 
the change in transport policy at a national 

level with a move from a more roads based policy to a recognition 
of the need for more sustainable integrated transportation policy 

A Sustainable Transport 
2020‘ and the National Cycle Policy Framework. 

Significant focus was placed on an improved bus network, 
oute which would 

have a capacity to extend into the future settlement at Ardaun, be 
able to serve and connect the main suburban areas, the main 

commercial nodes and link into the main concentration of workplaces.
 

While Galway city remains heavily reliant on car travel, significant 
measures have been introduced to improve facilities fo
cyclists. These include 

 

• Various junction improvements including pedestrian priority 
measures. 

• The N6 Multi Modal Corridor Scheme with junction upgrades 
roundabouts. 

• Completion of the Seamus 
Quirke Road scheme. 

• Real time passenger information 
in the Provision of Variable 
Message Signs (VMS). 

• Promotion of Bike Week 
annually. 

• Working with schools to 
develop safe routes to school. 

• Pedestrian crossings eg. 
Clybaun road and Shantalla 
road.  

• Traffic calming works at the 
Claddagh and footpath 
widening at Bridge Street.  
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According to the 2011 

Census… 

The most popular means of 

travelling to work in the city is by 

car which accounts for 59.7% of 

all journeys. 

Proportionally more commuters 

walked to work in Galway with 

17 per cent walking compared to 

14.5 per cent in Dublin  

4.9% of commuters cycled to 

work in Galway 

commercial nodes and link into the main concentration of workplaces. 

While Galway city remains heavily reliant on car travel, significant 
o improve facilities for pedestrian and 

Various junction improvements including pedestrian priority 

The N6 Multi Modal Corridor Scheme with junction upgrades of 



 

New Plan 

The transportation policies and objectives of the new plan will
continue to promote the achievement of a sustainable in
transportation system and will aim to facilitate 
change away from the private car and promote measures to reduce 
traffic congestion in the city.  
 
The new plan will be influenced by studies such as 
Public Transport Study, Galway and Environs Walking and Cycling 

Strategy and  the Galway Metropolitan Area Bus and Cycle Network 

Plan.  National guidance, in particular the Design Manual for Urban 

Roads and Streets will also be incorporated into the new plan.
 

At National level, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
administers funding under the Regional Cities Public Transport 

Investment Programme and the Accessibility Programme

over the period of the next development plan will be likely to 
include for continued improvements in the bus network and 
projects to encourage a shift to sustainable forms of transportation
including expansion of the recently introduced Public Bick Scheme
These will also include for the development of the greenway 
network in the city such as  the City  to Bearna Greenway and the 
Dangan Greenway. Other relevant transport projects include a 
national cycle route from Dublin to Galway and the Galway to 
Clifden greenway which will also benefit 
the commuter population in the city.  
 
To address traffic congestion in the city, 
the Galway Transport Project is 
currently being advanced and the Plan 

The transportation policies and objectives of the new plan will 
continue to promote the achievement of a sustainable integrated 

facilitate increase modal 
measures to reduce 

The new plan will be influenced by studies such as the Galway City 

Environs Walking and Cycling 

Galway Metropolitan Area Bus and Cycle Network 

Design Manual for Urban 

will also be incorporated into the new plan. 

At National level, the National Transport Authority (NTA) 
Regional Cities Public Transport 

Accessibility Programme. Funding 
over the period of the next development plan will be likely to 

r continued improvements in the bus network and 
projects to encourage a shift to sustainable forms of transportation 
including expansion of the recently introduced Public Bick Scheme. 

include for the development of the greenway 
network in the city such as  the City  to Bearna Greenway and the 
Dangan Greenway. Other relevant transport projects include a 
national cycle route from Dublin to Galway and the Galway to 

will be required to take account of transport solutions arising from this 
project in its policies and objectives. 

 

 

 
Some Questions to consider: 
 
1. What transportation improvements are needed in Galway City?
 
2. How best can transport and land-use planning be integrated to 

produce sustainable policies covering transport, roads, traffic 
management, cycling, walking, facilities for the mobility impaired, 
and parking? 

 
3. How can the use of public transport, cycling and walking be 

promoted? 
 
4. How can the need for travel by private motorcar
 
5. How can bus lanes, park and rides etc. be integrated with land 

use to improve transportation in the city? How can cycle
and pedestrian ways be integrated into land use to ensure that 
they are an attractive alternative option to the priva

 
6. How can we encourage greater use of public transport. What 

modes of transport are most attractive?
additional privately operated bus services?

 
7. How does car parking impact on transportation. Are the car 

parking standards in the development plan appropriate?
 
8. What measures are required to create safe, attractive good 

quality streets? 
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will be required to take account of transport solutions arising from this 

What transportation improvements are needed in Galway City? 

use planning be integrated to 
sustainable policies covering transport, roads, traffic 

management, cycling, walking, facilities for the mobility impaired, 

How can the use of public transport, cycling and walking be 

How can the need for travel by private motorcar be reduced? 

How can bus lanes, park and rides etc. be integrated with land 
use to improve transportation in the city? How can cycle-ways 
and pedestrian ways be integrated into land use to ensure that 
they are an attractive alternative option to the private car? 

How can we encourage greater use of public transport. What 
modes of transport are most attractive? Is there a role for 
additional privately operated bus services? 

How does car parking impact on transportation. Are the car 
development plan appropriate? 

What measures are required to create safe, attractive good 



 

 

Residential Development & Population 
 

Introduction 

The Development Plan through its policies and objectives seeks to 
ensure that there is adequate housing for all sectors of the 
community, that housing is of a high quality in 
attractive to live in, within easy access to a range of local services, 
amenities, community facilities and public transport networks.
 
Review 

In line with national trends, the growth in the city 
recent years has been at a much slower pace than 
1990s/early 2000s when it was above the national average. The 
census of population carried out in 2011 indicated the population of 
Galway City as 76,778. This represents a 4.3% increase from 2006
compared with a 10% increase during the previous census period 
2002-2006. Despite this population growth the sup
housing has experienced a significant slow down (also in line with 
the national trend). Within the city, house completions have  
declined from over 1,000 units completed in 2006 to 71 completed 
in the first ten months of 2014.   
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lan through its policies and objectives seeks to 
ensure that there is adequate housing for all sectors of the 

 places that are 
attractive to live in, within easy access to a range of local services, 
amenities, community facilities and public transport networks. 

the city population in 
ch slower pace than the late 

as above the national average. The 
census of population carried out in 2011 indicated the population of 
Galway City as 76,778. This represents a 4.3% increase from 2006, 

uring the previous census period 
2006. Despite this population growth the supply of new 

(also in line with 
house completions have  

pleted in 2006 to 71 completed 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

the sustainable neighbourhood concept which was introduced in the 
2005 Development Plan. This concept focuses on the provision of a high 
quality residential environment where there is a mix of house types 
attractive settings accessible to services and commu
The concept was reinforced in the current plan by national 
on Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas (2009

important aspect of the neighbourhood concept
existing neighbourhoods and  sustaining communities in the city centre
in particular those which are under pressure  from commercial 
encroachment. 
 
Considerable work has been carried out in progressing the Ardaun LAP
Ardaun will be the focus for new residential 
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The number of 
households in the city has 
increased, although not 
to the extent of the 
previous census period of 
2002-2006.  In 2011, 
there were 28,117 
private households 
compared to 25,353 in 
2006, an increase of 
2,764.  
 
The current Plan evolved 

sustainable neighbourhood concept which was introduced in the 
2005 Development Plan. This concept focuses on the provision of a high 
quality residential environment where there is a mix of house types in 
attractive settings accessible to services and community facilities. 

reinforced in the current plan by national guidelines 
Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas (2009). An 

important aspect of the neighbourhood concept is the protection of 
sustaining communities in the city centre, 

in particular those which are under pressure  from commercial 

carried out in progressing the Ardaun LAP. 
residential development in the long 



 

term in conjunction with the brownfield sites in the city centre and 
existing serviced zoned lands in the suburbs. 
 
With the decline in house construction and significant government 
funding cuts, there has been little social housing 
currency of this plan. The government have stood down all 
affordable housing programmes to reflect current affordability 
conditions. Social housing policy has moved towards rental 
accommodation and long term leasing and delivery of Part V is to
large extent redundant. A major review of Part V is currently being 
undertaken by the DECLG and is likely to give rise to changes to 
guidance and legislation. 
 

New Plan 

The Plan will continue to promote 
government policy with regard to 
increased residential density where 
appropriate, subject to provision of 
high quality design and layout and a 
good quality living environment. It 
will also consider the significant role 
that land use and transportation 
policy can play in climate adaptation 
through policy to promote 
sustainable travel patterns and 
reduction in energy demand in the 
design and layout of new housing. 
The Development Plan will incorporate a review of the housing 
strategy, which will set out the overall needs of the city in terms of 

the brownfield sites in the city centre and 

and significant government 
social housing built during the 

The government have stood down all 
affordable housing programmes to reflect current affordability 

ocial housing policy has moved towards rental 
accommodation and long term leasing and delivery of Part V is to a 

A major review of Part V is currently being 
to give rise to changes to 

The Development Plan will incorporate a review of the housing 
strategy, which will set out the overall needs of the city in terms of 

housing provision, and ensuring an 
adequate mix of house types and 
sizes. The plan will continue to be 
influenced by national policy in 
relation to social housing provision 
and will take account of new 
legislation in this regard. 
Having regard to the growth in 
population together with statistics 
for house construction, it is reasonable to suggest that there is a pent 
up demand for housing in the city. This demand 
being met by the private rented sector which remains relati
buoyant in the city. 
 
In the Housing Supply Requirements in Ireland’s Urban Settlements 2014 

– 2018  the Housing Agency indicated 
requirement of 2,316 units. Any immediate demand can be met 
through existing planning permissions not 
yet commenced. They have potential for 
the development of c1,000 units to add 
to the housing supply.  Sufficient land 
remains zoned to meet any future 
demand, noting that very few housing 
units have been completed. Lands zoned 
for residential development in the city is 
approximately 308 hectares with the 
potential for c6,500 units which remains 
sufficient to cater for both existing 
demand and the projected demand 
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Did you know? 

 

According to the 2011 

Census… 

 

Of the 5 cities, Galway had the 

greatest proportional increase 

in the 20-30population age 

group 

 

26% of households in the city 

are one person households. 

 

it is reasonable to suggest that there is a pent 
up demand for housing in the city. This demand is to some extent is 
being met by the private rented sector which remains relatively 

in Ireland’s Urban Settlements 2014 

indicated a Galway City housing 
Any immediate demand can be met 

through existing planning permissions not 



 

outlined in the development plan. 
 
 
 

 

Some Questions to consider: 

 
1. What is the best way to accommodate the housing needs of 

the city, given that land is a limited valuable resource?
 
2. How can we cater for different housing needs e.g. students, 

disabled, family homes, traveller families and the elderly?
 
3. What range of house types are appropriate for the city?

 
4. How will the current economic climate impact on the 

population growth of the City? 
 
5. How can a sustainable mix of public and private housing be 

provided? 
 
6. How should the critical cultural, economic and social 

requirements of communities for education, childcare, 
recreational and community supports be planned?

 
7. What kind of densities are appropriate for the City?

 
8. How can planning policy encourage sustainable construction 

practice? 
 
9. What type of provision should be made for public transport in 

housing areas? 
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What is the best way to accommodate the housing needs of 
the city, given that land is a limited valuable resource? 

How can we cater for different housing needs e.g. students, 
families and the elderly? 

What range of house types are appropriate for the city? 

economic climate impact on the 

How can a sustainable mix of public and private housing be 

critical cultural, economic and social 
requirements of communities for education, childcare, 
recreational and community supports be planned? 

What kind of densities are appropriate for the City? 

How can planning policy encourage sustainable construction 

What type of provision should be made for public transport in 



 

Did you Know...

 

Galway City has 587 

structures on the Record of 

Protected Structures.

 

Eight Architectural 

Conservation areas are 

designated in the city. 

 

Galway City is a member of 

the Walled Town Network.

Built and Archaeological Heritage 
 

Introduction 

The Development Plan has a 
strategic aim to protect and 
enhance the built and 
archaeological heritage of the 
city. The city has a distinct 
physical character, with 
narrow streets, contrasting 
buildings, canals, millraces 
and a relationship with the 
river and sea creating a 
unique urban setting. While most of the significant built heritage, 
archaeology and industrial archaeology is located in the city centre
there is a diversity of buildings of heritage value throughout the 
city, including village settlements, such as Menlough and Coolagh. 
 

Review 

The Development Plan includes a 
Record of Protected Structures (RPS) 
which is a register of structures 
which the City Council considers, is 
of special interest. Examples of 
protected structures include St. 
Nicholas’ Church, the lighthouse at 
Mutton Island and the post box on 
Courthouse Square.  
The Development Plan also includes 

Did you Know... 

Galway City has 587 

structures on the Record of 

Protected Structures. 

Eight Architectural 

Conservation areas are 

designated in the city.  

Galway City is a member of 

the Walled Town Network. 

ost of the significant built heritage, 
located in the city centre, 

there is a diversity of buildings of heritage value throughout the 
ugh and Coolagh.  

Eight Architectural Conservation areas in 
the city designated because of their 
important streetscape value and special 
interest. The City ACAs are the City Core, 
Lower Dominick Street, The Crescent/ 
Sea Road, The Long Walk, St.Nicholas 
Street, St. Mary’s Terrace, 1-6 Dock 
Road and Eyre Square.  
The annual national Conservation Grants Scheme for protected 
structures has not been available in recent y
was available under the Buildings at Risk Scheme 
Jobs Leverage Scheme (2014) to assist owners and occupiers of 
protected structures to undertake necessary works to secure 
conservation. A number of Galway properties benefited under these 
schemes. 
 
Galway has a rich 
archaeological heritage, which 
extends from the Mesolithic, to 
Medieval and post-Medieval 
periods to industrial 
archaeology.  During the 
currency of the Plan, an audit 
of the industrial archaeology of 
the city was undertaken which 
highlighted the wealth of such 
features in the city. Other 
heritage projects included graveyard surveys of Bohermore and a 
survey of Thatched buildings in the city.  
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Conservation Grants Scheme for protected 
available in recent years. Very limited funding 

was available under the Buildings at Risk Scheme and the Built Heritage 
assist owners and occupiers of 

protected structures to undertake necessary works to secure 
operties benefited under these 

graveyard surveys of Bohermore and a 



 

 
Given Galway’s medieval heritage, most 
of the city centre is designated as a Zone 
of Archaeological Potential (ZAP).   There 
are approximately 105 other sites of 
archaeological significance (Record of 
Monuments and Places) located 
throughout the city. All archaeological 
sites are protected under the National 
Monuments Acts (1930-2004) and 
responsibility for these sites lies 
primarily with the Heritage Services of 
the DAHG. 
 
The City is a member of the Irish Walled Towns Network 
2012/2013, with funding from the Heritage Council, the
Walls Conservation Management and Interpretation Plan

completed. It sets out a path for the future care of the city medieval 
walls with the objective of increasing the public awareness and 
understanding of this important part of Galway's heritage.  
 
New Plan 

The policies and objectives of the Plan will continue to promote the 
protection and enhancement of the built and archaeological 
heritage of the city.  Arising from the National Inventory of 

Architectural Heritage survey for Galway published in 20
Minister for Arts,  Heritage and the Gaeltacht has recommended 
that a number of structures identified as being of heritage value 
should be added to the RPS. Eighty structures are currently being 
assessed and many are likely to be added to the RPS during the 

Irish Walled Towns Network and in 

funding from the Heritage Council, the Galway City 

Walls Conservation Management and Interpretation Plan was 
f the city medieval 

walls with the objective of increasing the public awareness and 
eritage.   

continue to promote the 
the built and archaeological 

the National Inventory of 

survey for Galway published in 2011, the 
Minister for Arts,  Heritage and the Gaeltacht has recommended 

as being of heritage value 
should be added to the RPS. Eighty structures are currently being 

be added to the RPS during the 

Development Plan review. Additional ACA designations will also be 
considered.  The Plan will also take account of
and the imminent Living City Initiative which will provide incentives to 
owner occupiers to refurbish older housing stock in the city.
 

 

 

Some Questions to consider: 

 
1. How best can the policies of the Development Plan 

contribute to the protection and appreciation of monuments 
and places of archaeological importance, Protected 
Structures and Architectural Conservation Areas?

 
2. What policies are required to protect

archaeological heritage while recognising the need for reuse, 
and/ or sustainable development where appropriate?

 
3. Are there additional areas within the city, which display a 

distinctive character that should be designated as 
Architectural Conservation Areas?

 
4. How can we achieve a balance between development 

pressures and the protection of structures of architectural, 
artistic historical, archaeological, cultural, scientific, social or 
technical interest? 

 
5. How can the Development Plan promote the protection of 

the remaining City Walls within the city.
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Additional ACA designations will also be 
ake account of the plan for the city walls 

which will provide incentives to 
owner occupiers to refurbish older housing stock in the city. 

How best can the policies of the Development Plan 
contribute to the protection and appreciation of monuments 
and places of archaeological importance, Protected 
Structures and Architectural Conservation Areas? 

What policies are required to protect the architectural and 
archaeological heritage while recognising the need for reuse, 
and/ or sustainable development where appropriate? 

Are there additional areas within the city, which display a 
distinctive character that should be designated as 
Architectural Conservation Areas? 

How can we achieve a balance between development 
pressures and the protection of structures of architectural, 
artistic historical, archaeological, cultural, scientific, social or 

nt Plan promote the protection of 
Walls within the city. 



 

Enterprise and Employment 
 

Introduction 

Galway City is a Gateway City as designated under the National 
Spatial Strategy  and  is the principal economic centre in the West 
Region providing for a diverse range of economic activities, services 
and employment opportunities.  
Like all other cities, Galway has experienced the neg
the national economic downturn with elevated unemployment 
levels and increased commercial vacancy. Despite the current 
economic situation, Galway remains buoyant in certain areas
maintains its competitiveness as a place to do business
 
Review 

The current Development Plan 
supports the promotion of economic 
activity though polices which 
promote a favourable environment 
that will encourage new and 
expanded enterprise. Through land 
use zoning, infrastructural, energy 
and telecommunication investment 
and an integrated approach to 
transportation provision, the Plan 
helps facilitate and assist job 
creation. 
The city has had accolades such as Great Town 2013

the Academy of Urbanism and  Micro City of the 

awarded by the Fdi Magazine,  both highlighting the strengths of 

as designated under the National 
principal economic centre in the West 

Region providing for a diverse range of economic activities, services 

Like all other cities, Galway has experienced the negative effects of 
the national economic downturn with elevated unemployment 

vacancy. Despite the current 
economic situation, Galway remains buoyant in certain areas and 

a place to do business in. 

Great Town 2013 designated by 
ity of the Year 2014 as 

both highlighting the strengths of 

the city as an attractive place to live and work.  
 
New Plan 

The focus of the Plan will be to continue to support economic 
development through policies and objectives 
including transportation, built heritage, environment and culture. The 
plan will emphasise the key role that factors such as quality of life a
recreation and amenity plays in creating a vibrant city and an attractive 
place in which to set up business. 
The Plan will take account of the 
new Local Enterprise Office  and 
the Local Community 
Development Committee set up 
under the Local Government 
Reform Act 2014.  
 
Industry in the city is 
characterised by a clustering of 
economic activities in particular 
bio-medical, IT and engineering.  Tourism, services, healthcare and 
education are also significant employers/sources of revenue for the city. 
The city has potential for further development and capacity for new 
enterprises in particular with the support and innovation capability of 
its third level institutions.  The third level institutions are a major asset 
in developing business and technology skills.
new development in the educational sector, in particular the 
of NUIG campus. The new Plan will continue to facilitate and promote 
these types of enterprise. 
 

 

13 

 

as an attractive place to live and work.   

lan will be to continue to support economic 
development through policies and objectives spanning a range of areas 
including transportation, built heritage, environment and culture. The 
plan will emphasise the key role that factors such as quality of life and 
recreation and amenity plays in creating a vibrant city and an attractive 

and engineering.  Tourism, services, healthcare and 
education are also significant employers/sources of revenue for the city.  

city has potential for further development and capacity for new 
enterprises in particular with the support and innovation capability of 
its third level institutions.  The third level institutions are a major asset 

lls. There has been significant 
new development in the educational sector, in particular the expansion 

The new Plan will continue to facilitate and promote 



 

According to the 2011 census…
 

The labour force comprises 3

 

32,084 persons are in employment. 

 

The unemployment rate is 18.6% compared 

with a national average rate of 19%.

 

Of those who are outside of the labour force 

and aged 15 years and over, 46.3% were 

students, while 26.3% were retired. 

 

Latest live register figures indicate that 8,905 

people are unemployed in Galway city area.

This compares with 9,931 in December 2013

The city centre has been developed as an attractive shopping and 
entertainment/leisure location, which is boosted by a number of 
major festivals/events throughout the year. The city as a higher tier 
retail centre has a wide catchment area, in particular in
comparison goods shopping. A Retail Strategy will be 
into the Development Plan to provide guidance on the location and 
scale of new retail developments and provide an estimation of the 
need for additional floor space.   In light of the current economic 
climate and current retail demand, it is unlikely that floor space 
requirements set out in the current plan will vary to a great extent. 
The new plan will also consider commercial vacancy
city and promote any initiatives available to encourage occupancy. 
 
Tourism makes a major 
contribution to the 
economy of the city. 
The city is the number 
one domestic tourist 
destination within the 
West Region. The Plan 
will continue to 
promote tourism 
across a range of 
policy areas. 
 

 
 
 
 

Some Questions to consider: 

 

1. How can the Development Plan meet current economic 
challenges? 

2. Galway City has experienced changes in employment since 
1990s including a change from manufacturing industry to 
service type industry. Should the plan have more flexibility to 
cater for future changes in employment?

3. How can the Development Plan best support a broad range 
of employment opportunities within the City so as to reduce 
the numbers travelling into the City/across the City to work, 
thereby reducing traffic congestion?  

4. Has sufficient land been zoned for industrial use within the 
city? Where should industrial land/development 

5. Are industrial and commercial/industrial land use zones 
appropriate to current employment opportunities?

6. How can the City Council attract investment into the city and 
create employment opportunities? 

7. How can the City Council encourage further c
employment and enterprise development with its third level 
institutions? 

8. What kinds of units are required for new employment 
opportunities? Is there a need for various sizes, in different 
locations within the city? 

9. How can the city preserve its status as a major regional high
tier retailing centre, as defined by the Retail Planning 
Guidelines? 

10. How can the City Council reinforce the economic primacy of 
the city centre, in terms of commercial, office and retail 
uses? 

11. What areas within the city centre need improvement? What 
are the strengths and weaknesses of the city centre?

12. Is tourism a critical component in the local economy?
 

According to the 2011 census… 

ises 39,409. 

employment.  

s 18.6% compared 

with a national average rate of 19%. 

Of those who are outside of the labour force 

and aged 15 years and over, 46.3% were 

students, while 26.3% were retired.  

live register figures indicate that 8,905 

people are unemployed in Galway city area. 

This compares with 9,931 in December 2013 

The city centre has been developed as an attractive shopping and 
entertainment/leisure location, which is boosted by a number of 

the year. The city as a higher tier 
retail centre has a wide catchment area, in particular in relation to 

will be incorporated 
into the Development Plan to provide guidance on the location and 
scale of new retail developments and provide an estimation of the 

of the current economic 
climate and current retail demand, it is unlikely that floor space 
requirements set out in the current plan will vary to a great extent. 
The new plan will also consider commercial vacancy levels in the 

es available to encourage occupancy.  
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How can the Development Plan meet current economic 

changes in employment since 
1990s including a change from manufacturing industry to 
service type industry. Should the plan have more flexibility to 
cater for future changes in employment? 
How can the Development Plan best support a broad range 

t opportunities within the City so as to reduce 
the numbers travelling into the City/across the City to work, 

Has sufficient land been zoned for industrial use within the 
city? Where should industrial land/development be located? 
Are industrial and commercial/industrial land use zones 

rrent employment opportunities? 
How can the City Council attract investment into the city and 

How can the City Council encourage further collaborative 
employment and enterprise development with its third level 

What kinds of units are required for new employment 
opportunities? Is there a need for various sizes, in different 

s status as a major regional high-
tier retailing centre, as defined by the Retail Planning 

How can the City Council reinforce the economic primacy of 
the city centre, in terms of commercial, office and retail 

ntre need improvement? What 
are the strengths and weaknesses of the city centre? 
Is tourism a critical component in the local economy? 



 

Did you know...

 

Galway City received 

the Academy of 

Urbanism Great 

Town Award in 

2012.

Urban Design  
 

Introduction 

Good urban design seeks to 
reinforce the distinctive 
character of the city by 
ensuring a high quality built 
environment through good 
place-making and the creation 
of sustainable 
neighbourhoods. Within the 
city centre in particular, it is 
important to promote new development that respects the city’s 
existing built form. It is a strategic aim of the current Plan to create 
a high quality sustainable built environment by encouraging high
quality design.  The built environment influences every aspect of 
our lives through the houses we live in, the streets we play and 
move through, the places where we work, shop and where we 
spend our leisure time. It is important that these environments are 
designed to a high standard that encourages the best experiences of 
living and are sustainable environments, which conserve our 
architectural/archaeological legacy.  
 
Review 

The current Plan is influenced by 
Government guidance in particular the 
Sustainable Residential Development in 

Urban Areas, Guidelines for Planning 

Authorities (DEHLG, 2009), with 

Did you know... 

Galway City received 

the Academy of 

Urbanism Great 

Town Award in 

 

te new development that respects the city’s 
It is a strategic aim of the current Plan to create 

a high quality sustainable built environment by encouraging high 
e built environment influences every aspect of 

s through the houses we live in, the streets we play and 
move through, the places where we work, shop and where we 
spend our leisure time. It is important that these environments are 
designed to a high standard that encourages the best experiences of 

g and are sustainable environments, which conserve our 

complementary best practice Urban Design Manual

guidance to promote sustainable communities
 
During the currency of the plan, Shopfront and Signage 

Design Guidelines for Canopies were prepared 
practical guide for developers and designers. While their focus is mainly 
on the city centre, they also give advice on an area basis for Salthill, 
District and Neighbourhood centres.  
 
The Plan acknowledges the importance of architecture and the public 
realm and includes many objectives for improvements 
realm to build on previous projects which include
Arch, Courthouse Square, Riverside Walk 
Enhancement Scheme. 
The Plan advocates the use of local area plans
plans/framework plans which provide urban design framework
development areas with 
guidance in relation to layout, 
density, diversity of uses, 
access and infrastructural 
provision. An urban design 
strategy for the Ardaun area is 
completed and a LAP is 
currently being drafted. This 
will ensure the planned and 
co-ordinated sustainable 
development of this area of 
the city.  
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Urban Design Manual which set out 
guidance to promote sustainable communities.  

nt and Signage Guidelines  and 
were prepared by the City Council as a 

practical guide for developers and designers. While their focus is mainly 
on the city centre, they also give advice on an area basis for Salthill, 

the importance of architecture and the public 
improvements to the public 
included Fishmarket/Spanish 

Arch, Courthouse Square, Riverside Walk and the Eyre Square 

lan advocates the use of local area plans (LAPs) and master 
which provide urban design frameworks for new 



 

New Plan 

The policies and objectives of the new Plan will continue to promote 
good urban design and high quality placemaking. Policy will be
influenced by recent government guidance set ou
Manual for Urban Roads & Streets and the Retail Design Guidelines

The Plan will continue to promote appropriate densities 
provision of high quality streets and public realm.
continue to include for the use of masterplans, framework plans 
and design briefs to enhance the urban design process
particular for the Ardaun, Headford Road and Murrough areas of 
the city and the Castlegar Area Plan.  
 

 

Some Questions to consider: 

 
1. How best can issues relating to Urban Design be 

incorporated into the Development Plan? 
 
2. What Urban Design features do you consider to be critical 

to the character of Galway City? 
 
3. How can high-density standards deliver a satisfactory 

level of Urban Design? 
 
4. Where are the potential sites of significance in the city 

that will demand buildings to be of a very high quality?
 
5. How can the Development Plan encourage a sense of 

place and distinctive character, identity and variety in 
housing development schemes? 

 
6. How can the Development Plan encourage high

street and civic space environment in the city centre?
 

lan will continue to promote 
good urban design and high quality placemaking. Policy will be 
influenced by recent government guidance set out in the Design 

Retail Design Guidelines. 
lan will continue to promote appropriate densities and the 

provision of high quality streets and public realm. The Plan will 
masterplans, framework plans 

and design briefs to enhance the urban design process, and LAPs in 
particular for the Ardaun, Headford Road and Murrough areas of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

relating to Urban Design be 

What Urban Design features do you consider to be critical 

density standards deliver a satisfactory 

ential sites of significance in the city 
that will demand buildings to be of a very high quality? 

How can the Development Plan encourage a sense of 
place and distinctive character, identity and variety in 

Development Plan encourage high-quality 
street and civic space environment in the city centre? 

 

16 

 



 

Natural Heritage, Recreation and Amenity
 

Introduction 

Galway City has a diversity of open spaces and recreation amenities 
including a hierarchy of public parks and civic spaces. There are 
many sporting facilities catering for a wide range of sports
Woodland walkways and scenic views also add to the amenities of 
the city. Galway City’s rich natural heritage adds to its distinctive 
identity. Its extensive coastline and water bodies including the canal 
system, Lough Corrib and the River Corrib provide a diverse 
landscape. A substantial amount of lands in the city are in a natural 
state or semi-natural in 
character. The City 
includes internationally 
important nature 
conservation areas in the 
form of candidate Special 
Areas of Conservation 
(cSAC) and Special 
Protection Areas (SPA). 
Areas of ecological importance have also been identified for their 
biodiversity value at local level. 
 
Review 

The current Plan sets out the framework for an extensive 
network in the city, by protecting natural heritage areas and 
designating open space areas for recreational and amenity 
purposes. Policies and objectives were influenced by the 
City Recreation and Amenity Study. The Plan includes a wide range 

Natural Heritage, Recreation and Amenity 

Galway City has a diversity of open spaces and recreation amenities 
public parks and civic spaces. There are 

many sporting facilities catering for a wide range of sports. 
oodland walkways and scenic views also add to the amenities of 

Galway City’s rich natural heritage adds to its distinctive 
sive coastline and water bodies including the canal 

system, Lough Corrib and the River Corrib provide a diverse 
landscape. A substantial amount of lands in the city are in a natural 

Areas of ecological importance have also been identified for their 

an extensive green 
the city, by protecting natural heritage areas and 

designating open space areas for recreational and amenity 
were influenced by the Galway 

The Plan includes a wide range 

of policies and objectives pertaining 
to the development of parks, 
greenways and public rights of ways, 
the appropriate development of 
coastal areas and waterways, policies 
on urban woodlands and trees, the 
protection of views of special amenity 
value and development on 
agricultural lands.  
 
Significant progress has been made in 
advancing recreation and amenity in 
the city during the currency of the 
plan, some of which are as follows: 
 

• Development of seating, signage 
Terryland Forest Park under the 2012 

• Allotments in Shantalla and Merlin Woods City Park

• Community gardens at Westside, Ballybane and Ballinfoile. 

• Changing facilities in Bohermore. 

• Knocknacarra Community Centre. 

• New facilities were provided at Westside
Mervue. 
   

New Plan 

Issues to be considered in the review of the Development Plan include 
the promotion of enhanced passive and active recreation, improved 
access to beaches, lakes, the river and cana
of and increased accessibility to sports infrastructure.
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Did you know.... 

 
Almost a fifth of the total land 

area in the City is either 

designated as  natural heritage 

areas or recreational/amenity 

open space. 

 

There are 30 

playgrounds/skate parks/ multi 

use games areas in the City. 

 

Galway City has 2 Blue flag 

beaches 

and footpaths in 
under the 2012 NeighbourWood Scheme. 

Allotments in Shantalla and Merlin Woods City Park. 

Community gardens at Westside, Ballybane and Ballinfoile.  

provided at Westside, Ballyloughaun and 

the Development Plan include 
the promotion of enhanced passive and active recreation, improved 
access to beaches, lakes, the river and canal system and enhancement 
of and increased accessibility to sports infrastructure. The new plan will 



 

also consider the significant role that the green network can play in 
climate adaptation through use of open space for Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems (SUDS) and flood risk management and will 
continue to promote the development of greenways and public 
rights of way. Galway is a designated Healthy City and the new plan 
will incorporate policy to promote the city as a Healthy City.  
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 

also consider the significant role that the green network can play in 
climate adaptation through use of open space for Sustainable Urban 

(SUDS) and flood risk management and will 
continue to promote the development of greenways and public 

Galway is a designated Healthy City and the new plan 
will incorporate policy to promote the city as a Healthy City.   

 

 

 

 

 

Some Questions to consider: 

 
1. What improved or additional passive and active recreation facilities 

would you like to see in your locality/elsewhere in the city?
 

2. Are there enough parks provided within the city and are they of 
sufficient quality to meet the needs of the cit
 

3. How can we best conserve areas of natural heritage value while 
maintaining access for recreation? 

 
4. How can we integrate habitats of significance into developments in a  

satisfactory manner?   
 

5. How can we enhance the city’s landscape, urban woodlands a
 

6. What role can the Development  Plan play in protecting biodiversity in 
the city? 

 
7. What additional sports facilities are required for the city? 
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What improved or additional passive and active recreation facilities 
would you like to see in your locality/elsewhere in the city? 

Are there enough parks provided within the city and are they of  
sufficient quality to meet the needs of the city? 

How can we best conserve areas of natural heritage value while 
maintaining access for recreation?  

How can we integrate habitats of significance into developments in a  

How can we enhance the city’s landscape, urban woodlands and  trees?

What role can the Development  Plan play in protecting biodiversity in 

What additional sports facilities are required for the city?  



 

 Community and Culture 
 

Introduction 

Galway City has a diverse range of community, social and cultural 
facilities, many of which also serve the wider region. The legacy of a 
unique culture and arts heritage is demonstrated by the number of 
arts groups, events and festivals in the city. This is further enhanced 
by the Gaeltacht status, which gives the city a rich cultural and 
linguistic heritage.  
 
Review 

The current Development Plan includes a range of policies and 
objectives relating to social inclusion, community & cultural 
facilities, education facilities, childcare facilities, burial grounds, 
institutional lands, arts & cultural heritage and the Gaeltacht.
 
The Plan encourages social inclusion 
through policies on housing, 
community facilities, childcare, 
employment opportunities and 
accessibility. The Council continues 
to improve accessibility in the built 
environment through its 
commitment as a signatory of the 
Barcelona Declaration.  
 

A wide range of different 
community, cultural facilities and 
social services exist within the city 

Galway City has a diverse range of community, social and cultural 
facilities, many of which also serve the wider region. The legacy of a 
unique culture and arts heritage is demonstrated by the number of 

s further enhanced 
by the Gaeltacht status, which gives the city a rich cultural and 

The current Development Plan includes a range of policies and 
objectives relating to social inclusion, community & cultural 

tion facilities, childcare facilities, burial grounds, 
institutional lands, arts & cultural heritage and the Gaeltacht. 

ranging from those of regional 
importance, such as education and 
health facilities, to those of local and 
neighbourhood importance, such as 
places of worship, community centres 
and crèches. The Council has also 
identified projects that would benefit 
the city and its hinterland, such as the 
development of a School of Music and a 
Concert Hall/Performance Space/ 
Conference Centre. 
 
The Plan also promotes the development of 
Friendly City through creating a physical environment that offers diverse 
opportunities for play, is characterised by safe and accessible 
recreational areas and provides for everyday activities such as 
community and educational facilities. 
 
At a neighbourhood level, the opening of the Knocknacarra Community 
Centre has provided a much needed public facility serving the population 
on the west side of the city. The construction of 
along the Headford road will meet the need fo
this side of the city.  
 
Galway has a significant role in the provision of education 
the wider region. It is Council policy to facilitate the development of 
education facilities within the city. In Doughiska, a new primary and 
secondary school opened recently on lands designated under the 
current Plan. Designated lands in Ballyburke on the wes
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Did you know.... 

 

The City has 27 

primary schools and  

11 second level 

schools. 

 

Almost half the City 

has Gaeltacht status. 

also promotes the development of Galway as a Child 

through creating a physical environment that offers diverse 
opportunities for play, is characterised by safe and accessible 
recreational areas and provides for everyday activities such as 

At a neighbourhood level, the opening of the Knocknacarra Community 
public facility serving the population 

construction of the community centre 
ord road will meet the need for a community facility in 

Galway has a significant role in the provision of education facilities for 
. It is Council policy to facilitate the development of 

oughiska, a new primary and 
secondary school opened recently on lands designated under the 

in Ballyburke on the west side of the city  



 

will accommodate a new post primary Gaelscoil which is 
under construction. Plans are also advancing for a primary 
the Knocknacarra District centre. 
 
 

The existing arts and cultural 
infrastructure of the city 
includes theatres, 
performance spaces, galleries, 
art centres and outdoor 
venues. Despite the range of 
existing facilities, the Council 
recognises that there is a 
deficit of arts & cultural 
facilities for Galway’s size. The vision to create a cultural hub within 
the city has been progressed with the opening of the Galway City 
Museum and the construction of the Solas Art House Cinema
City has recently  been designated a Unesco City of Film)
culture infrastructure are also to be integrated into large
redevelopment in the city centre area such as at Headford Road
Ceannt Station and the Inner Harbour. 
 
The City is in the process of making a bid for the Capital of Culture in 
2020, the Development Plan will incorporate the findings and 
actions of the programme developed as part of the bid process 
further strengthening the role of culture in the City. 
 
Almost half of the area of the city has Gaeltacht status, this rich 
cultural and linguistic heritage is felt throughout the city. The Irish 
language forms an integral part of the cultural identity of the city 

Gaelscoil which is currently 
a primary school in 

facilities for Galway’s size. The vision to create a cultural hub within 
city has been progressed with the opening of the Galway City 

the Solas Art House Cinema (The 
City has recently  been designated a Unesco City of Film). Arts & 
culture infrastructure are also to be integrated into large-scale 
redevelopment in the city centre area such as at Headford Road, 

apital of Culture in 
lan will incorporate the findings and 

gramme developed as part of the bid process 
 

Almost half of the area of the city has Gaeltacht status, this rich 
cultural and linguistic heritage is felt throughout the city. The Irish 
language forms an integral part of the cultural identity of the city 

and there is great potential to further develop
cultural identity. The Irish language also continues to be promoted 
through the naming of new residential developments and public roads 
and through the use of Irish/bi-lingual signs in commercial 
developments and in the public realm. 

 
Some Questions to consider: 

 
1. What improved or additional facilities would you like to see 

in your locality/ elsewhere in the city?
 

2. Where should city-wide/regional facilities such as the School 
of Music be located? 

 
3. What policies are needed in the Development Plan to meet 

the needs  of vulnerable and disadvantaged groups and the 
social and  cultural aspirations of the new Irish

 
4. How can the Irish language feature more prominently in the 

cultural life  of the city? 
 

5. How can the Development Plan encourage a vibrant social 
culture  while also ensuring that the residential amenities of 
neighbouring  areas are respected?

 
6. With limited resources in comm

prioritise and promote shared  usage?   
 

7. What are the mechanisms for  funding and for the 
management and long term  usage  of facilities? 
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and there is great potential to further develop the city’s bilingual 
cultural identity. The Irish language also continues to be promoted 
through the naming of new residential developments and public roads 

lingual signs in commercial 

What improved or additional facilities would you like to see 
in your locality/ elsewhere in the city? 

wide/regional facilities such as the School 

What policies are needed in the Development Plan to meet 
the needs  of vulnerable and disadvantaged groups and the 
social and  cultural aspirations of the new Irish?  

language feature more prominently in the 

How can the Development Plan encourage a vibrant social 
culture  while also ensuring that the residential amenities of 
neighbouring  areas are respected? 

With limited resources in community facilities, should we 
prioritise and promote shared  usage?    

What are the mechanisms for  funding and for the 
term  usage  of facilities?  



 

 

Environment and Infrastructure 
 

Introduction 

The Development Plan aims to secure a high quality, clean and 
healthy environment, while facilitating the sustainable development 
of the city, through the continued improvement and expansion of 
infrastructure services, including for water, drainage, 
communication, energy and waste management facilities.  It is also 
an aim to ensure that environmental protection is an integral part 
of the development process within the city, by avoiding potential 
pollution at source and reducing environmental risks to the city and 
its community.  
 
Review 

The Development Plan is influenced by national guidance such as 
The National Strategy on Climate Change 2007-2012 which

the cross-sectoral measures necessary to achieve the country’s 
Kyoto Protocol commitment and Making Ireland's Development

Sustainable, 2002 which encourages efficiency in the use of energy, 
transport and natural resources through sustainable spatial/land 
use planning. At regional level, the Western River Basin District Plan

set up under the EU Water framework Directive, reco
need to integrate water protection measures with land use planning 
at regional and local level and policy in this regard was included in 
the plan.  
The plan also highlights the importance of Sustainable Urban 

Drainage Systems (SUDS) which seeks the minimisation of 
surface/storm water run-off associated with urban development 

to secure a high quality, clean and 
healthy environment, while facilitating the sustainable development 
of the city, through the continued improvement and expansion of 
infrastructure services, including for water, drainage, 

management facilities.  It is also 
an aim to ensure that environmental protection is an integral part 
of the development process within the city, by avoiding potential 
pollution at source and reducing environmental risks to the city and 

ational guidance such as 
2012 which sets out 

sectoral measures necessary to achieve the country’s 
Making Ireland's Development 

which encourages efficiency in the use of energy, 
transport and natural resources through sustainable spatial/land 

Western River Basin District Plan 
set up under the EU Water framework Directive, recognises the 
need to integrate water protection measures with land use planning 
at regional and local level and policy in this regard was included in 

Sustainable Urban 

the minimisation of 
off associated with urban development 

and its management and treatment on site.  The use of SUDS alleviates 
the risk of flooding, reduces pollutants, increases biodiversity and 
preserves the existing capacity of the drainage network.
Other policies and objective in this section relate to the air and noise 
quality, management of Seveso sites in the 
and renewable energy. The impact of climate change and in particular
the management of flood risk is addressed having regard to national 
guidance set out in the Flood Risk management guidelines for Planning 

Authorities. 

 
New Plan 

The Plan will address the significant changes that have occurred in the 
management of water and waste water nationally with 
responsibility to Irish Water. This has considerable implications for the 
city in terms of future infrastructural investm
prioritising, which previously was within the remit of the local authority 
in conjunction with the DEHLG.  
The Catchment Flood Risk Assessment Management 

being carried out by the OPW in conjunction
the West Region will establish a long term strategy and measures for 
the management of flood risk and detailed policies and objectives will 
be incorporated in to the plan as 
part of the Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment. 
The Connacht-Ulster Waste 
Management Plan 21015-2021 is 
currently under preparation and 
will also inform the policies and 
objectives of the new plan as will 
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and its management and treatment on site.  The use of SUDS alleviates 
the risk of flooding, reduces pollutants, increases biodiversity and 

the drainage network. 
Other policies and objective in this section relate to the air and noise 
quality, management of Seveso sites in the City, waste management 
and renewable energy. The impact of climate change and in particular 

s addressed having regard to national 
Flood Risk management guidelines for Planning 

lan will address the significant changes that have occurred in the 
management of water and waste water nationally with the transfer of 
responsibility to Irish Water. This has considerable implications for the 
city in terms of future infrastructural investment and strategic 

was within the remit of the local authority 

Catchment Flood Risk Assessment Management (CFRAM) Study 
being carried out by the OPW in conjunction with local authorities in 

egion will establish a long term strategy and measures for 
the management of flood risk and detailed policies and objectives will 



 

the City Council Noise Action Plan 2013-2018. 

The National Climate Change Adaptation Framework

strategic policy focus to ensure adaptation measures are taken 
across different policy areas. The Plan will take account of this 
framework and guidelines on spatial planning and adaptation which 
are being prepared by the DECLG.  
 

Improved energy 
efficiency and 
conservation in housing 
stock, alternative energy 
sources, maximised 
access to public 
transport, sustainable 
land use and urban 
settlement patterns and 
continued improvement 
in waste management, 
are key measures in the reduction of greenhouse gas emiss
will be reflected in the policies and objectives of the Plan
 
Since 1997, the Galway Energy Agency Ltd. (GEAL) has promoted 
energy efficiency and public energy awareness, provided training 
and professional services in energy management, and facil
alternative energy resources. GEAL is engaged by Galway City 
Council to provide energy advice in the areas of housing, transport, 
renewable energy technologies and the environment
inform the policies of the Plan.  
 
 

 

Some Questions to consider: 

 

1. What infrastructural improvements including water 
drainage network, telecommunications, waste management 
are required to ensure the sustainable development of the 
city? 

 
2. What other measures which conserve and protect the 

environment can be incorporated into the Development Plan? 
 
3. How can the City Council avoid and alleviate the risk of flooding 

in the city?  
 

4. How can the Development Plan encourage energy conservation 
and energy efficiency and the provision and development of 
alternative sources of renewable energy?

 
5. How can the City Council preserve the unique environment of 

the city while enabling sustainable development?
 
6. Is there a need for increased number of recycling 

facilities/bring banks in the city?  Where should they be 
located? 

 
7. Is climate change an issue for Galway City?
 
8. How can the Development Plan protect bathing water quality?

National Climate Change Adaptation Framework provides a 
strategic policy focus to ensure adaptation measures are taken 
across different policy areas. The Plan will take account of this 

ines on spatial planning and adaptation which 

key measures in the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and 
will be reflected in the policies and objectives of the Plan. 

Since 1997, the Galway Energy Agency Ltd. (GEAL) has promoted 
energy efficiency and public energy awareness, provided training 
and professional services in energy management, and facilitated 

GEAL is engaged by Galway City 
Council to provide energy advice in the areas of housing, transport, 
renewable energy technologies and the environment and will 

 

 

22 

 

What infrastructural improvements including water supply, 
drainage network, telecommunications, waste management 
are required to ensure the sustainable development of the 

What other measures which conserve and protect the 
environment can be incorporated into the Development Plan?  

Council avoid and alleviate the risk of flooding 

How can the Development Plan encourage energy conservation 
and energy efficiency and the provision and development of 
alternative sources of renewable energy? 

ve the unique environment of 
the city while enabling sustainable development? 

Is there a need for increased number of recycling 
facilities/bring banks in the city?  Where should they be 

Is climate change an issue for Galway City? 

velopment Plan protect bathing water quality? 



 

Environmental Assessments of Development Plan
 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 

A Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) will be carried out
parallel with the review of the Development Plan.
evaluation of the likely significant environmental 
implementing the Plan. It is required by European law, which was 
transposed into Irish law under the Planning and Development 
(SEA) Regulations 2004 as amended.  
 

There are a number of steps in the SEA process. 
‘scoping’, where the range of environmental issues and the level of 
detail to be included in an Environmental Report 
consultation with designated environmental authorities.
 
Following this, an Environmental Report is prepared 
the Development Plan. The aim of this report is to provide a:

• Summary of the Development Plan and its relationship to 
other plans, environmental baseline information and 
environmental objectives 

• Details on alternative strategies considered 

• Assessment of significant environmental affects and proposed 
mitigation strategy 

• Reasons for choosing a preferred strategy 

• Description of proposed monitoring measures
 

The Environmental Report of the current Development Plan 
contains baseline data relating to the following indicators
biodiversity, flora and fauna, population and human health, soil, 

Assessments of Development Plan 

will be carried out in 
parallel with the review of the Development Plan. SEA is the 
evaluation of the likely significant environmental effects of 

is required by European law, which was 
transposed into Irish law under the Planning and Development 

 The first step is 
where the range of environmental issues and the level of 

Environmental Report is decided in 
consultation with designated environmental authorities. 

is prepared in tandem with 
ent Plan. The aim of this report is to provide a: 

Summary of the Development Plan and its relationship to 
other plans, environmental baseline information and 

vironmental affects and proposed 

Description of proposed monitoring measures 

Development Plan 
data relating to the following indicators: 

biodiversity, flora and fauna, population and human health, soil, 

water, air and climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage and 
landscape. The Report also contains Strategic Environmental Objectives 
(SEO) against which the effects of implementi
and tested. The SEO in the Environmental Report of the 
set out below: 
 

SEO in Environmental Report of GCDP 2011-

 

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna 

• Conserve, protect and enhance habitats, species 
resources in designated ecological sites and
(direct, cumulative and indirect) from development within or adjacent 
to these sites 

• Conserve and protect the marine environment and promote the 
appropriate sustainable management of the coastal zone taking 
cognisance of potential direct, indirect and cumulative impacts on 
Natura 2000 sites 
 

Population & Human Health 

• Improve quality of life based on high-quality residential, working and 
recreational environments and on sustainable travel patterns

• Enhance social inclusion and well being in the city
 

Soil 

• Maintain the quality of soils 

• Maxamise the sustainable re-use of brownfield lands, encouraging 
more compact urban development, rather than developing greenfield 
lands 

• Minimise the consumption of non-renewable sand, gravel and rock 
deposits 
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water, air and climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage and 
The Report also contains Strategic Environmental Objectives 

(SEO) against which the effects of implementing the Plan are assessed 
and tested. The SEO in the Environmental Report of the current Plan are 

-2017 

enhance habitats, species and their sustaining 
and prevent adverse impacts 

(direct, cumulative and indirect) from development within or adjacent 

Conserve and protect the marine environment and promote the 
management of the coastal zone taking 

cognisance of potential direct, indirect and cumulative impacts on 

quality residential, working and 
sustainable travel patterns 

Enhance social inclusion and well being in the city 

use of brownfield lands, encouraging 
more compact urban development, rather than developing greenfield 

renewable sand, gravel and rock 



 

Water 

• Maintain and improve, where possible, the quality of surface water, 
rivers, lakes and groundwater to meet the requirements of the 
Western River Basin District Management Plan (2009-2015

• Maintain and improve, where possible, the quality of 
transitional & coastal waters, and to prevent the contamination 
of bathing water  

• Maintain and improve the quality of drinking water supplies

• Promote water conservation, based on long-term protection of 
available water resources 

• Progressively reduce discharges of polluting substances to waters

• Mitigate the effects of flood risk 
 

Air & Climatic Factors 

• Reduce all forms of air pollution 

• Minimise emissions of greenhouse gases to contribute to a reduction 
and avoidance of human-induced global climate change

• Reduce energy wastage, encourage energy efficiency and conservation 
and maximise use of renewable energy sources 

• Minimise noise, vibration and emissions from traffic and minimise 
impact on residential amenities 

• Assess, plan and manage adaptation to climate change impacts

• Avoid flood risk and/or coastal erosion in selecting sites for 
development 
 

Material Assets 

• Maximise use of the built environment in a sustainable and efficient 
manner 

• Encourage sustainable modes of transport 
 
 
 

Maintain and improve, where possible, the quality of surface water, 
water to meet the requirements of the 

2015) 

Maintain and improve, where possible, the quality of 
to prevent the contamination 

quality of drinking water supplies 

term protection of 

Progressively reduce discharges of polluting substances to waters 

Minimise emissions of greenhouse gases to contribute to a reduction 
induced global climate change 

Reduce energy wastage, encourage energy efficiency and conservation 

Minimise noise, vibration and emissions from traffic and minimise 

Assess, plan and manage adaptation to climate change impacts 

Avoid flood risk and/or coastal erosion in selecting sites for 

Maximise use of the built environment in a sustainable and efficient 

Cultural Heritage 

• Promote the protection and conservation of the cultural, built 
architectural, archaeological and linguistic heritage
 

Landscape 

• Conserve and enhance built heritage, landscape attributed with a 
protected view/prospect, G and RA zoned lands and designated ACAs

 
 

As part of the review process, recommendations from environmental 
assessments relating to habitats of international importance
and climate change will inform 
the preparation of the new 
Development Plan and 
Environmental Report. Any 
submission received and 
consultations with 
environmental authorities are 
taken into account during the 
review process.  
 
Following the Plan’s adoption, 
an SEA Statement will be 
provided outlining how the 
Environmental Report and 
consultation process is taken 
into account. The significant 
environmental effects of 
implementing the Plan are 
then monitored. 
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Promote the protection and conservation of the cultural, built 
linguistic heritage 

Conserve and enhance built heritage, landscape attributed with a 
protected view/prospect, G and RA zoned lands and designated ACAs 

As part of the review process, recommendations from environmental 
to habitats of international importance, flood risk 



 

 

Some Questions to consider: 
  
 

1. What are Galway City’s most significant environmental 
assets? 
 

2. How best can we accommodate the future development 
needs of the city and also conserve and manage 
environmental assets? 
 

3. Is there a need to give priority for strategic 
development which may sacrifice an element of the 
City’s environmental assets? 

 
 
 

 

 

What are Galway City’s most significant environmental 

How best can we accommodate the future development 
needs of the city and also conserve and manage 

for strategic 
development which may sacrifice an element of the 

Natura Impact Report (NIR)  
The EU Habitats Directive indicates the need 
for plans and projects to be subject to 
assessment where they are likely to have a 
significant effect either individually or in 
combination with other plans or projects on 
Natura 2000 sites (Special Areas of 
Conservation, Special Protection areas for 
Birds and Ramsar Sites). This assessment will 
be contained in the Natura Impact Report 
(NIR) of the Draft Development Plan.  
 
The Habitats Directive provides a mechanism for recording
assessing the implications for a Natura 2000 site and its conservation 
objectives and enables the decision making process. 
 

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA)  

The EU Floods Directive and 
Planning System and Flood Risk 
Management Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities (2009) 
considering flood risk assessment in 
the Development Plan. The Council 
will carry out a Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment (SFRA) to inform the 
Development Plan review process. 
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The EU Habitats Directive indicates the need 
for plans and projects to be subject to 
assessment where they are likely to have a 
significant effect either individually or in 
combination with other plans or projects on 

(Special Areas of 
Conservation, Special Protection areas for 

This assessment will 
Natura Impact Report 

The Habitats Directive provides a mechanism for recording and 
the implications for a Natura 2000 site and its conservation 

objectives and enables the decision making process.  



 

Appendix One 
Mandatory Objectives for a Development Plan.

 
A Development Plan must set out an overall strategy for the proper 
planning and sustainable development of the city and must also 
include development objectives for the following: 
 
� Zoning of Land 
 
� Provision of infrastructure, including transport, energy, 

communication facilities, water supply and waste disposal 
facilities. 

 
� Climate change and energy reduction measures.
 
� Conservation and protection of the environment.
 
� Integration of planning and sustainable development with the 

social, community and cultural area and its population.
 
� Preservation of the character of the landscape including views 

and prospects. 
 
� Protection of structures of special architectural, historical, 

archaeological, artistic, cultural, technical interest. 
 
� Preservation of the character of Architectural Conservation 

Areas.  
 

Mandatory Objectives for a Development Plan. 

A Development Plan must set out an overall strategy for the proper 
planning and sustainable development of the city and must also 

Provision of infrastructure, including transport, energy, 
communication facilities, water supply and waste disposal 

Climate change and energy reduction measures. 

e environment. 

Integration of planning and sustainable development with the 
social, community and cultural area and its population. 

Preservation of the character of the landscape including views 

ctural, historical, 
archaeological, artistic, cultural, technical interest.  

Preservation of the character of Architectural Conservation 

� Renewal of areas in need of regeneration. 
 
� Provision of  traveller accommodation. 
 
� Preservation, improvement and extension of recreational 

amenities.  
 
� Control of establishments under the Major Accidents Directive. 
 
� Provision of community services, including schools, crèches and 

childcare facilities.  
 

� Rights of way.  
 
In addition, the Development Plan may also include a wide range of 
other objectives including the following: 
 
� Location and pattern of development. 
 
� Control of areas and structures.  
 
� Community Facilities. 
 
� Environment and amenities. 
 
� Infrastructure and transport.  
 
Note: This does not purport to be a legal interpretation. For full details 
see Section 10 of the Planning and Development Act
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Renewal of areas in need of regeneration.  

 

Preservation, improvement and extension of recreational 

Control of establishments under the Major Accidents Directive.  

Provision of community services, including schools, crèches and 

Development Plan may also include a wide range of 

his does not purport to be a legal interpretation. For full details 
see Section 10 of the Planning and Development Acts, 2000-2013. 



 

Appendix 2 
Guidelines and Strategies to be considered when preparing the 

next City Development Plan.  

 

• Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets. 

• Retail Planning Guidelines (April 2012.) 

• National Climate Change Adaptation Framework (2012)

• Retail Design Manual (April 2012).  

• Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas, Guidelines 
for Planning Authorities, December (2009). 

• Best Practice Urban Design Manual (2009). 

• Provision of Schools and the Planning System, Code of Practice 
for Planning Authorities (2008). 

• The Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines, 
Consultation Draft Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2008).

• National Policy on Town Defences (2008). 

• Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New 
Apartments (2007). 

• Development Plans Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2007).

• Putting People First. 

• Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland 
Guidance for Planning Authorities.  

• City Heritage Plan 2005-2009.  

• Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines (Jan 2012)

• Galway City Habitat Inventory 2005.  

• Architectural Heritage Protection/Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities       (2004). 

• Strategic Environmental Assessment, Assessment of the effects 

Guidelines and Strategies to be considered when preparing the 

National Climate Change Adaptation Framework (2012). 

Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas, Guidelines 

Provision of Schools and the Planning System, Code of Practice 

Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines, 
Consultation Draft Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2008). 

Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New 

uthorities (2007). 

Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland - 

Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines (Jan 2012). 

Architectural Heritage Protection/Guidelines for Planning 

Strategic Environmental Assessment, Assessment of the effects 

of Certain Plans and Programmes on the Environment, Guidelines 
2004. 

• Architectural Heritage Protection for Places of Public Worship 
(2003). 

• Galway Transportation & Planning Study 1999 & update 2002.

• The National Spatial Strategy 2002 and update

• Childcare Facilities, Guidelines for Planning Authorities, June  2001

• Galway as a Child Friendly City, 2000. 

• DoEHLG Landscape and Landscape Assessment 
for Planning Authorities, June 2000. 

• Telecommunications Antennae and Support Structures, Guidelines 
for Planning Authorities, (1996). 

• Tree Preservation, Guidelines for Planning Authorities, March 1994.

• National Inventory of Architectural Heritage Survey. 

• The West Region Planning Guidelines.  

• The National Anti-Poverty Strategy. 

• Development Plans of adjoining Planning Authorities 
County Council.  

• Connacht Ulster Draft Regional Waste Management Plan 20
2021. 

• Western River Basin District Management Plan.

• Conversations about Architecture and the Built Environment (2007).

• Smarter Travel – A Sustainable Transport Future 2009

• The National Cycle Policy Framework. 
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of Certain Plans and Programmes on the Environment, Guidelines 

itectural Heritage Protection for Places of Public Worship 

Galway Transportation & Planning Study 1999 & update 2002. 

and update. 

Childcare Facilities, Guidelines for Planning Authorities, June  2001 

DoEHLG Landscape and Landscape Assessment - Draft Guidelines 

Telecommunications Antennae and Support Structures, Guidelines 

Planning Authorities, March 1994. 

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage Survey.  

 

Development Plans of adjoining Planning Authorities – Galway 

Waste Management Plan 2015-

Western River Basin District Management Plan. 

Conversations about Architecture and the Built Environment (2007). 

A Sustainable Transport Future 2009-2020 

  



 

Appendix 3 
 
The following are the Elected Members of Galway City Council 
whom you may wish to contact in relation to the preparation of the 
new City Development Plan.  
 
 
Cllr Billy Cameron 
12 Newcastle Lower, Galway 
 bcameron@eircom.net 

Cllr Catherine Connolly
9 Grattan Terrace, Claddagh
Galway 
cconnolly@cllr.galwaycity.ie
 

Cllr Michael Crowe 
Coolough, Briarhill, Galway 
mjcrowe@cllr.galwaycity.ie 

Cllr Mike Cubbard 
21 Camillaun Park, Newcastle
Galway 
mcubbard@cllr.galwaycity.ie
 

Cllr Ollie Crowe, Crowes Bar, 
Bohermore, Galway 
ocrowe@gmail.com 
 

Cllr Pádraig Conneely
13 Dún Daingean, Newcastle,
Galway  
 

Cllr Frank Fahy 
Menlo House, Monument Road 
Menlo, Galway 
 ffahy@cllr.galwaycity.ie 
 

Cllr Donal Lyons 
23 Knocknacarra Park, Galway
 donallyons@eircom.net

 

 

Cllr Mairéad Farrell 
25 Tone Avenue,  Mervue, Galway 
mfarrell@cllr.galwaycity.ie 

 

Cllr Anna Marley 
2 Castán, Doughiska 
Galway 
annamarleysf@gmail.com
 

The following are the Elected Members of Galway City Council 
whom you may wish to contact in relation to the preparation of the 

Cllr Catherine Connolly 
9 Grattan Terrace, Claddagh 

cconnolly@cllr.galwaycity.ie 

21 Camillaun Park, Newcastle 

mcubbard@cllr.galwaycity.ie 

Cllr Pádraig Conneely 
13 Dún Daingean, Newcastle, 

23 Knocknacarra Park, Galway 
donallyons@eircom.net 

 

annamarleysf@gmail.com 

Cllr Pearce Flannery 
Hawthorn Place,  Clybaun Road 
Galway 
pearceflannery@gmail.com 
 

Cllr Declan McDonnell, 
4, Tara Grove,
Monivea Rd 
Mervue 
Galway 
declanpmcdonnell@eircom.net

Cllr Peter Keane 
29 The Nurseries, Taylors Hill 
Galway 
peter@keanesolicitors.ie 

 

Cllr Niall McNelis
14 White Oaks, Clybaun Road
Knocknacarra, Galway
mcnelis@votelabour.ie
 

Cllr Noel Larkin 
24 Wellpark Grove, Galway 
nlarkin@cllr.galwaycity.ie 
  

Cllr Cathal Ó Conchúir
Baile Ard Thoir, Bearna
Co na Gaillimhe
cathalsf@gmail.com
 

Cllr. Terry O'Flaherty 
11 Seagrove, Ballyloughane Road 
Renmore, Galway 
 toflaherty@cllr.galwaycity.ie 
 

Cllr John Walsh
114 Bohermore, Galway
 cllrjohnwalsh@gmail.com
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Cllr Declan McDonnell,  
4, Tara Grove, 
Monivea Rd  

 

declanpmcdonnell@eircom.net 

Cllr Niall McNelis 
14 White Oaks, Clybaun Road 
Knocknacarra, Galway 
mcnelis@votelabour.ie 

Cllr Cathal Ó Conchúir 
Baile Ard Thoir, Bearna 
Co na Gaillimhe 
cathalsf@gmail.com 

Cllr John Walsh 
114 Bohermore, Galway 
cllrjohnwalsh@gmail.com 

 



 

Appendix 4 Development Plan Preparation 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Notice of intention to prepare a 
New Development Plan 

Public 
Consultation 

(Not less than 8 
weeks)  

Managers Report & 
Recommendations 

Preparation of Draft Plan 

Draft 
Plan 

Managers Report  

Public 
Consultation 

(10 weeks) 

Making of 
Development 

Plan unless any 
Material 

Amendments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice of intention to prepare a 

Notice of any 
Material Alterations  
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Public 
Consultation 

(4 weeks)  

Managers Report   

Adoption of 
Development Plan  

- January 2017 


